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Congratulations Chel1usford 

ON YOUR 300th ANNIVERSARY 
1655 -1955 

Lowell Five Cent Savings Bank, just staning its second century of 
banking, 

is happy to salute Chelmsford on their 300th Anniversary. 
When the first settlers arrived here, 
witch hunting wa~ prevalent in nearby Salem, 
Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector, reigned supreme in London, 
and Louis XIV was the Sun King of France. 
That was the world of 300 years ago. 

Today, Chelmsford is home to over 2500 families. 
The services of the Lowell Five Cent Savings Bank, 
traditional in Lowell for I 00 years, 
will soon be available right in Chelmsford. 
Yes, we hope to open a new office of this bank in your town. 
The new branch will be established in what is now Page's Drugstore. 
Many of our present depositors are Chelmsford residents. 
To them, and others, our new office will bring convenience 
and the best in mutual savings bank services. 
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CuiusTJAN A. H£rn£R 
Governor 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Executive Department 

State House, Boston 

To the ChelmJford Tercentenary Committee: 

I am honored to be: able to convey the offl(:ial greetings 

of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, a.~ well as my own 
best wishes, 10 the many citi7.<:ns of the Town of Chelmsford 
upon the significant occasion of the celebration of a 300th 
anniversary. 

CuRcSnAN A. HERTER 

Governor 

Chclmsford's three centuries of incorporation as a township - with nearly as much of its 
history recorded in the colonial e.ra as in the days following the emergence of our new nation - give 

your town a reassuring continuity1 a venerable dignity and a shining tradition which is very precious, 

indeed, in these tirnes of instability and world unrest. That the American experiment in democratic 
self-rule was well conceived and soundly constructed by the founding fathers is no better evidenced 
in the Uruted States than by the peaceful and assured manner in which our present day Chelmsford 
ciLizen.~ freely and happily pursue their many activities, treading the sarnc ground and breathing 
the same air that stimulated colonial fotebears who also dreamt American dreams and succeeded in 

them. 

Chelmsford, I am confident, has a secure fuLUJ'C, just as does America. At this Tercentenary 
celebration, I know that we will wane to re-examine and re-evaluate the magnificent accomplish­
ments of the pa.(lt in order to better sustain and promote the bright future thal lies ahead. 

On behalC of all of the people of the Commonwealth, I am delighted and privileged to ex­
tend official congratulations. 
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'<ITI1£ ~£fu 

fil4£1m1'£o:rb ~ar fll£mn.:rial 

Located on the Common 

Chelmsford Center 

Dedicated to the memory of all Chelmsford Men 

and Women who have served in all of the Wars in 

which our Nation has been involved. 

THIS PAGE CONTRIBUTED BY 

Tl-IE LOWELL ELECTRIC LIGI-IT CORP. 
29 MARKET STREET LOWELL, MASS. 
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FOR FINI= FOODS 

BARBECUE: CHICKEN 

HOMEMADE PASTRY 

FROM 

ALL THE "GANG" 
AT 

SKIP'S 
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WHAT IS CHELMSFORD? 

To attempt to describe Chelmsford as a spot on the map, or as a certain num­
ber of square miles of land, or as so many streets, so many buildings and so many 
people, is the height of folly. 

Chelmsford is a community - a community of people with ambitions, with 
loves, with responsibilities and with hopes that could not be tabulated by the newest 
of the electronic tabulators; and it is also a community that has a whole-hearted re­
spect for the people who founded it some 300 years ago, who dared the wilderness to 
set up homes here where now we live. 

But Chelmsford, while respecting its past, is not content to live on this alone. 
Chelmsford is looking ahead and planning for a future that will give our children and 
our children's children an even better community in which to live. 

Progress is more evident today than ever before. Chelmsford today is fast 
completing the change from a rur·al to a suburban residential community. With 
nearly 3000 homes in Chelmsford today, there is no let-up in the demand for more 
houses, and with the influx of population-today's figure being 11, 760-comcs the 
demand for more business establishments, more industries, more schools, and more 
of everything that goes into serving such a community. This demand is being met as 
quickly as possible. 

T he school, police, fire, health and highway services, all town-operated, bear 
little resemblance to those of 50 years ago, or even LO years ago, and with progress 
will come more and more to help make Chelmsford an even better place in which to 
live. 

But Chelmsford, as a community, is primarily the people of the town, and it 
is to these people that this Official Souvenir Tcrcementary Program is dedicated - to 
recall a bit of the great past and to lend promise for the glorious future. 

THIS PAGE CONTRIBUTED BY 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY NATIONAL BANK 
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PURITY is proud to salute 

THE TOWN OF CHELMSFORD 

on its 300th birthday 

PURITY FOOD STORES 
8011:on Road •!• Chelmsford Center 

OPEN EVERY EVENING 

UNTIL 9 P. M. 
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Program of <Tercentenary Gvents 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 

6: 30 p.m. Kick-off Dinner. 

Crowning of Queen. 

7: 30 p. m. Historical Pageant, High School Auditorium 

sponsored by Youth Activities Committee. 

10:00 p.m. Fireworks, North Chelmsford. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 9 

8:00 a:m. Ringing of the Bells. 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Field Day, High School Memorial Field 

sponsored by School Committee and Lions Club. 

10:00 a.m. Tree Planting, Adams Library 

sponsored by Chelmsford Garden Club. 

2: 00 to 5: 00 p.m. Open House, Historical Museum, Adams Library 

sponsored by Chelmsford Historical Society. 

2: 30 p.m. Baseball - Howe High of Billerica vs. Chelmsford High. 

6: 00 p.m. Baseball Game, Varney Playground 

Pony League 

7: 30 p.m. Pageant, High School Auditorium 

Youth Activities Committee 
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JO 

congratulations 

Chelmsford 

on your 

Tercentenary 

celebration! 

Lowell's only 

large store 

devoted exclusively 

to fashion 
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10rogram of <rercentenary Gvents 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10 

8: 00 a.m. Ringing of the Bells. 

9:00 a.m. Cake Contest, Judging, All Saints Parish Hall, Chelmsford 

Best decorated cake - Prizes to be awarded. 

10 :30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Arts and Crafts Exhibi t, by men, women and children of 

Chelmsford, Unitarian Church Vestry. 

Theme - "My Leisure Time Activity". 

2 : 00 p.m. Open House, Historical Museum, Adams Library. 

2: 30 to 4 :30 p.m. Parade of Fashions, All Saints Parish Hall 

Refreshments to be served. 

6: 00 p.m. Baseball, Little League Park, Westlands 

Sponsored by Little League. 

8: 30 p.m. Olde Folkes Concert, Leroy VI/. Allen, Guest Conductor 

Home Coming Evening 

at the High School Auditorium. 

11 



C9ongratulations C9hel msf ord 

THE 

LOWELL CO-OPERATIVE BANK 

IS PROUD TO HAVE ACTIVELY PARTICIPATED IN THE GROWTH 

OF THIS FINE RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY. WE ARE ALWAYS 

READY TO SERVE THE PEOPLE OF CHELMSFORD. 

Complete Mortgage Service 
Three Savings Plans 

LOWELL CO-OPERATIVE BANK 
18 HURD STREET LOWELL 

Glenview 7.7597 
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Program of Tercentenary Gvents 

SATURDAY, JUNE 11 

8:00 a.m. Ringing of the Bells. 

10:00 a.m. Tercentenary Parade. 

1 :00 p.m. Firemen's Muster - Golden Cove Park. 

1 :30 p.m. Some early homes of Chelmsford to hold Open House 
Sponsored by Tercentenary Historical Committee. 

3: 00 to 5: 00 p.m. Open House, ffistorical Museum, Adams Library. 
Sponsored by Chelmsford Historical Society. 

5 :00 p.m. Tercentenary Banquet -Tent at High School Grounds 
Speaking program to follow. 

8:30 p.m. Tercentenary Ball - High School Auditorium. 

8:30 p.m. 20th Century Ball - North Elementary School. 
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GEORGE C. MooRE 

WOOL SCOURING MILLS 

North Che! msford 

Massachusetts 
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1P1rog1ram of <Je1rcentena1ry Gvents 

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 

Morning - Church Services. 

2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Home Comini:r - South Chelmsford Village Improvement Hall. 

Sponsored by South Chelmsford V.I.A. 

2: 00 p.m. Open House, Historical Museum, Adams Library. 

2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Band Concert, North Chelmsford. 

3: 00 p.m. Tercentenary Tree Planting, North Chelmsford Common 

Billerica Gift to Chelmsford. 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Band Concert, Chelmsford Center. 

8:00 p.m. Tercentenary Choral Concert - High School Auditorium 

Choir of 100 voices, Arthur Thompson, Conductor 

Speaker - Prof. Richard Cameron of Boston University. 
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H. E. FLETCHER CO. 

PRODUCERS OF 

CHELMSFORD GRANITE 
FOR 

75 YEARS 
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The advertisement below appeared in the year 1899, when the Lowell Gas Company 

was only a youngster and Chelmsford was just 244 years old ... 

<=nloael6 hal.'fe .. 

Ck"4H'iJ0a a l,i t 

~ 'o/low it'6 e11tirel11 

automatic, oj cour6e 

6iHce the11 

'c:oaay it'6 iar 

6uperior to aH!I 

other JueL 

ctOe'ue moued 

6i11ce theH 
Fifty-six years ago gas was the leader in its 

Field and today gas is still the leader. 

In 1899 the gas range had Features and advantages 

no other types of ranges could duplicate. In 1955 the 

modern gas range ... as all gas appliances . . . is far 

ahead in cleanliness, speed, convenience and economy. 

LOWELL GAS COMPANY 
81 EAST MERRIMACK STREET, LOWELL, MASS. 

TEL. GLS-6851 
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SUMNER G. WHITTfeR 
Lituten.a.nt Governor 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Executive Department 

State House, Boston 

Heartiest congratulations to the people of Chelmsford 

on the tercentenary of the incorporation of your town. 

SUMNER G. WHITTIER 
Lieutenant Goutrnor 

From the time of the first settlement of Chelmsford by adventurous and enterprising young 

men of Woburn and Concord, your town has taken its part in the progress or Massachusetts and 

New England. 

The early years were the hardest and through those perilous times the men and women or 

Chelmsford displayed their tenacious love of land and liberty as they weathered the ravages of King 

Philip's War and later battles with the French a.nd Indian,. 

The example these pioneers set as they £ought £or freedom and family has been followed by 

their descendants. For three hundred years the people of Chelmsford have graphically deinonstratcd 

lhis same courage and detennination in al) of our wars. 

Now, as Chelm..or;ford steps into the fourth century of its existence, the eager anticipation, 

the confidence, the community spirit, and the new growth of the town assure me that even brighter, 

more glorious ye.an lie ahead. 

SUMN&R G. WmITIER 
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THIS SPACE CONTRIBUTED BY 

CARLA. E. PETERSON 
REALTOR 

43 CENTRAL SQ. 

In 1653 there were thirty-nine persons from the 
vicinity of Concord and Woburn who petitioned 
the legislaLure for a tract of Jand on the west side 
Of t.hc Concord river, and in thaL petition they 
statcdJ "that there was a very comfortable place to 
accommodate a company of God's people upon, 
who may with Ood's blessing do good in that place 

KmJ'wn r~das (ts 1l1c .. Hu1rst Nou.u " ,md /o(o/cd at Fu,.t• 
/rJth,rs' Ccmetrr .\', Cr111rr suticm. thi.s lmildi11t1 is the. 
oMcsf s11n.tiuin11 district .uhool of the town, 

for church. nnd state.'' The tract they wished LO 
have was about six miles square. About this same 
time the Rev. John Eliot of Roxbury petitioned 
the legisl;oturc, "for a grant of land lying about 
Pawtuckctt and Wamesit foils, to be appropriated 
to the sole and exclusive use of the tribe inhabitat­
ing lhc:rcabouts.n This was the. section in which 
the Pawtuckeu tribe of Indians lived. The court 
directed t.h:ll both of the above mentioned planta­
tions be ]aid out, and that the petition of the 
lhirty-ninc inhabitants of Concord and \.Yobum be 
granted) except :i portion of it lying on the Merri• 
mack dvcr. This plantation grant was made on 
May 18, 1653 and laid out the next June, and in 
less than eighteen months there were enough set­
tlers to rendet it advisable to call a general meeting 
for t.hc choice of office.rs., "to manage the public 
affairs of the place.", and a.t this first public meet­
ing on Nov. 22, 1654 the first town officers were 
chosen, they were, Esdras Reed, Edward Spalding, 
\f\'ill.iam Fletcher_, Isaac Learned, Simon Thomp· 
son, William U ndcrwood, and Thomas Adams. 

At this meeting measures were adoptcd for the 
support of a seulcd minister, the Rev. John Fiske, 

INSURANCE 

CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

whose recompense was as follows;- ' 1thitty acres 
of meadow and thirty acres of arable land, for his 
convenience; to build him a house thirty-eight foet 
long and twenty feet wide, with three fire places 
and chimnies, bujlt of brick or stone; LO pay him 
fifty pounds sterling for the first year, and hls 
maintenance for the future as the Lord should 
enable thern." Thls first public meeting of the 
setllers was held at the home of William Fletcher. 

The second town meeting was held on March 
24, 1655, and it ,va.,; at this meeting that it was 
voted "that the first Monday in March shall be 
observed by all the house-holders of the town, 
from year to year for the choosing of all annual 
officers, belonging to the town, as seJectmen or 
committee." and thus originated t:he time of our 
annual town meeting. Every house-holder was 
obliged to attend these town meet.in.gs, and if ab­
scat the first hour the fine was twelve pence; and 
for a whole days absence the fine was two shillings. 

/,.l}falNJ riyl11 ;,, /1,,, C,·1:tcr, tJI Cn1lral S(ftmrc tol(/ Iii/la• 
iaJ l~uod. this is /1,c Fiskr J/ouse, (>uilt 1'1d79S <md /1()uyht 
l,y Jolm Mi',int r:i.t/..·t i11 l8J9. 

TMs carJy plantation was lncorporalCd in M.iy, 
1655, and f{!ven Lhe name, Chelmsford, after 
Chelmsford, ~England, as it is supposed that some 
of the early settlers were frorn that place. Although 
there were only a relatively few scttle1"S at Lhis 
time, )'Ct thc.y were not content with the large tract 
of land .:ilre.,-:tdy granted them, . a.nd so as soon as 
I 656 they asked the General Court for an addition­
al grant of l:.nd, giving as their reasons;- 0 That 
the barrenness of one parL and the stoniness of tho 
othc.r had constrained them to situate their habi~ 

TJ-IIS SP ACE CONTRIBUTED BY 

Pratt and Forrest Co. 

391 SCHOOL STREET LOWELL, MASS. 
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RUSSELL LUMBER CO. 

Foot of MEADOWCROFT STREET 

tarion on the corner of their bounds; that their 
situadot1 was near the northeast line, and that they 
had no outlet for their cattle 10 feed upon." This 
petition with some modifications was later granted, 
and also at about this same time the Rev. John 
Eliot a.kcd for an enlargement of the grant for the 
Indians. This additional grant contained the north­
erly part of the present Chelmsford and all of what 
is nO\'I the town or Westford, the Chelmsford line 
extended to the Groton lii'le, so that the whole of 
Chelmsford after this second .!(rant included the 

TMs l:otr.tl'. Jqr.aled at lo-JS J.f!t:st/ord Slrc~l. wr.1.r built i,: 
1793 /ot 1-li:~eJ.·ial, f>qck()rd, one of tit" early miuistc-rs o/ 
tltr tm.t·11 itnd Jmmdc:r of t/tt first S ur:ir,/ Libt'CJry, 
present town of Chelmsford, the town o[ Westford, 
most of Carlisle, and a goodly portion of what is 
now the city of Lowell. In tl1is second grant of land 
the lnd.ians were given a common right with the 
inhabitants 0£ Chelmsford, but whether they avail­
ed thc1nselves of this right nt all is not cc.rtainlv 
known. These early $Cttlcrs were thus possessed o'r 
this large tract of land and wished to have others 
come and locate here, yet they were extremely 
cautious of admitting strangers to share their toiJs 
and enjoy their privileges, and so ao one was allow• 
cd to take up or purchase land of the Committee 
so empowered, until they had been approved and 
formally admitted an inhabitant by major vote in 
a tOw'rl met;ting. Al the same time they were at• 
tcntive to the dvil and pecuniary interests of the 
town, nnd their policy was to invite mechanics ;lnd 
tradesmen to seLtle here by offering land and ac· 
commodations gratuitously to them who would 
come and set up and carry on their trades in this 
town. As early as 1656, William How was admitted 

LOWELL, MASS. 

as an inhabitant, and he was granted twelve acres 
of meadow and eighteen of upland, provided he 
set up J1is trade of , .. ·eaving and pcrfom'l the towns 
work. That same year, Samuel Adams set up ;-1, 

saw-mill, and he was granted 450 acres of land. 

To this grant another of a hundred acres was 
added in consideration of his erecting a corn-miJJ, 
and to fur~her encourage him, an order was passed, 
uthat no other corn-mm shalJ be erected for this 
town, provided the said Adam$ keep a sufficient 
mill and miller. In 1661 be obtained liberty 10 set 
flood gates at Heart Pond to himself and heirs 
forever.11 However, we find thac in 1669, "it be­
came necessary for the accommodation of the 
north westerly part of the town to encourage the 
erection of another saw mill. To this end a parcel 
of land was granted to Thomas Hinchman, Wil­
liam Fletcher and Josiah Richardson in 1669, for 
their encouragement ~nd assistance in Building the 
second saw mm in town.,. 

IJm'lt j11rt 200 yr ,,rs ng() , 1l1is plarc. lm<>t(fu (JI lhe "Tro()pc_r 
Jod: flot1s"'', {Joined it, --,ur111c ficcansf! tht builder. Jo11a-
1h•m Cvlmrn, t('US u Rct•()ltttim,nr).• JVar t,•ooprr. 

On Sept. 3, 1669 it, "was ordered by the town 
that all those who shall take up any accommoda­
tion in town shall pay for a ten acre Lot 12-10 and 
in the same proportion for any lot gre.ier or small­
er, which shall be appropriated to the use of the 
town. Previous to chis, house-lots of -ten, fifteen or 
twenty acres '"''ere given to approved characters, on 
conilition they build and settle upon ,hem, other­
wise they were to return to the town. After this 
date no lands were given except to 1nechnnics, or 

~ontinuecl on page 34 
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~. A. WILSON CO. 
700 BROADWAY LOWELL, MASS. 
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CHEL~!Sl'ORD FIRE DEPT. PUBLICITY COM~UTIEE ; 

CHELMSFORD FIRE DEP1'. MUSTER COMM!Tf£E 

CHRYSLER • PLYMOUTH 

I 

Telephone GL 8-8795 
250 Central Street Lowell, Massachusetts 
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OFFICIAL S&AL CONTEST COMMJTIEE 

Ml,MBERS OF SEVERAL COMMITI'EES 

59 Central Sq., Chelmsford 
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WAYS Ai'iD !\,!EANS co:-1M1,rEE 

CHELMSFORD POLICE DEPT. 

OSBORN 

& 

MACLEOD 

GL 7-7151 



ll ST PLACE FOR SAFE SAVINGS 

Firfl FEDERAL 
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 

of LOWELL 

• HOME LOANS 

• PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT LOANS 

• SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES 

• MONEY ORDER CHECKS 

• TRAVELERS CHECKS 

<9pen ~aturdays 9 a.m. -- 12 noon 

fir.st federal SavinJ)s 
FIFTEEN HUAO STREET 

LOWELL. MASSACHUSETTS 
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THE SCHOOLS OF CHELMSFORD 
EDUCATION 

McFARLIN SCHOOL 

WESTL.ANOS SCHOOL 

EAST CHELMSFORD SCHOOL 

By GEOROE s. WRtORT 

Retired School Superintendent 

'Die seulers in Massachu.,em, edu­
cated men, prized learning. 1n 1636 
they founded their college, Harvard. 
In 1647 the General Court required 
all towns LO give children lnstruction. 
Chelmsford struggled to comply. At 
first a house-wife taught children in 
her own home. In 1698 a master 
travelled from place to place. In 
J 718 the first school house was built, 
and before 1800 there were twelve 
district schools. T hey grew in to 
larger ones, and finally the North 
and the Center had high school de­
partmenLs. In 1916 came a central 
High School, to which many students 
were transported at to,\ln expense. 
Ever the number of pupils increased, 
and larger buildings were needed. 

In the days of the district «:hools 
children walking over rough trails 
met an occasional ox•cart or horse· 
drawn farm wagon. Now vehicles 
powered by more than a hundred 
horses race over paved roads. For 
reasons of safety most children must 
be transported. Common sense die· 
tates that they be carried to larger 
central schools, where the work can 
be better organized and special 
teachers and facilities provided. 
Hence today we have the North 
School with eighteen rooms, the 
Center with twenty-four, the West­
lands with eight, and a six-year High 
School occupying two buildings. 

T he early schools taught the three 
R's. Boys only sought preparation 
for the one college. Today's school 
prepares for many colleges, has lab­
oratories and work-rooms, trains for 
many occupations,. offers subjects 
never dreamed of in earlier days. As 
in the past, the better the schools 
become, the greater the number at­
tending them. For three hundred 
years the schools have been Chclms­
ford1s most important community e f­
fort for conununity bettenncnt. To­

CHELMSFORD HIGH SCHOOL 

CENTER El, EMENTARY SCHOOL 

NORTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
day, as of old. 

LET THE CHILDREN GUARD WHAT THE S1RES HAVE WON. 

THIS PAGE CONTRIBUTED BY 
W. J. GATELY 

eu,c,al ':Decorak>r" 
}or 
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Best Wishes To 
The People of Chelmsford 

OLDSMOBILI: CADILLAC 

Sales and Service 
614 Middlesex St. Lowell, Mass. 

VVn.uA~t D. P1·1~t..1•s 
1-fornbcam Hill Rc,;,d 

26 

PA11t. H. JU:rLL\' 
16 Couage Row 

• 
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THE CHURCHES OF CI-IELMSFORD 

'f 

ST. JOH)';'S 
No. Chclrnsford 

GOSP&L. HALL 
North Cht!lnuford 

CONGREGATIONAL CIIURCH 
North Clu;.lmsford 

l' IRST PARISH Ul'f!TARIAN 
Chelmsford Center 

CF.NTR.~L 6AJ'T1ST 
Chdnuford Ge111cr 

FIRST UAPTIS'I' 
S<11,1tb Chdm11ford 

ST. MARY'S 
Chc:hnsford Center 

27 

CE:-ffRAL CONGRF.C,\TIQNAL 
Chc:lnufotd l:entct 

METIIODIST CHURCH 
Wt.st Chelmsford 

;\LL S:\INTS EPISCOPAL 
Chelmsford Ct"nter 



Compliments of 

Clayton Hosiery Mills, 

Inc. 

SHA WKNlT HOSE 

Lowell, Mass. 

Anniversary Greet in gs 

LITCHFIELD BROS. OIL CO., INC. 
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WHALEN & COMPANY 

Industrial Woodworkers 

22 MAPLE ROAD 

SOUTH CHELMSFORD, MASS . 

FLOOR COVERINGS 

and 

SPORTING GOODS 

Ralph R. Cole 

60 Chelmsford St., Chelmsford 

A Lifelong R esident of Clitlnuford 

• 
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I ~ 
CANDY HOUSE 

MAKERS OF 

FINE CANDIES 

FOR OVER 

HALF A CENTURY 
ROUTE 110 AT ROUTE 3, 

CHELMSFORD STREET 

CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

GALLAGHER'S 

'Prescription <Drug Store 

CHARLES L. GALLAGHER, Reg. Ph. 

502 CHELMSFORD STREET 
GL 3-0861 
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SOUTHWELL COMBING COMP ANY 

COMMISSION WOOL COMBERS 

North Chelmsford, Mass. 
f 
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~vmn 
for the 300th Anniversary 

of the 
Incorporation of the T own of Chelmsford, 

Massachusetts 
1655 - 1955 

Through three hundred toilsome years, 

Fraught with trials, joys and fears, 

l n His sure, protecting way, 

God has brought us to this day; 

And to Him we gladly misc 
Fervent thanks and hearty praise! 

Generations came and went, 
Leaving fruit for labor spent; 

And with gratitude we hold 

All that History has told 

O f their sacrifice, success, 
Courage, faith and steadfastness. 

Time and change have left their trace,­

Old to new has given place; 

Far beyond the fathers' thought 

Are the wonders years have wrought! 

And our thriving town ca.n sec 

Progress, growth and industry. 

T rusting Him who rules above 

For continued help and love, 

l n the future may we be 

Blest with much prosperity, 
While, whatever shall be done, 
uch.ildren guard what sires have won!" 

EDNAH F. B. PAAt<F!I/RST 

(MRS. G. T HOMAS PARKHURST ) 

THIS PAGE CONTRIBUTED BY 

PAGE'S DRUG STORE 
336 WESTFORD STREET 

LOW ELL 
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BOSTON ROAD 

CHELMSFORD 



f9helnisf orcl '\Vine Shop, Inc. 

CENTRAL SQUARE 

CHELMSFORD 

J AMES C. I-IARRIN01'0N Pres .. Trcas. 

Harvey Building Supplies 
and Wrecking Co., Inc. 

203 BOSTON ROAD 

CHEL1\1SFORD, MASS. 

32 

R.H. GREENWOOD & SONS 

30 ~ear6' experience.::, 

IN SEWERAGE & DRAINAGE 

23 FLETCHER ST. CHELMSFORD 

GL 3-3753 

Comm.unity Tree Service 

CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

GLcnview 7-72 13 



IT IS SAID THAT ALL GOOD THINGS AND ALL GOOD PLACES 

IMPROVE WITH AGE. AND SO IT IS WITH CHELMSFORD. 

WE ADD OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MANY ON THIS 

GREAT OCCASION. 

FIRST NATIONAL STORES 

1t[?]ltll[]IElLN1\[Sllf ,;o ]IQ]IO ~ S 
1l[]IE]JQ11[?]1EN11LllEN A]Q )Y 

JIEJlD ][11[]1[ ~D N 

will be published by the Chelmsford Newsweekly 

CHELMSFORD'S ONLY NEWSPAPER SINCE 1940 
Orders will be taken now For bound copies 

oF the First printing available 

aFter August I, 1955 

TELEPHONE 

Glenview 8-8363 
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continued from page 21 
to cm:ouragc some U!.tful art or lrade.'' Thi$ is a 
!ihort summary of the beginning and settlement 0£ 
the town o[ Chelmsford. 

Grov.•th and early industries and (l(Cupation~ 
of the inhabitants of Chelmsford. 

For the fu.t fifty years after the town was first 
settled the fishing industry was an important one1 

for the Merrimack and Concord rivers arc said to 
have ;Jbounded \,·ith salmon, shad., alcv,ives and 
sturgeon, together with various kinds of small fish. 
The quantity caught annually in Chelmsford is 
c-stimatcd at about twenty-five hundred barrels, 
mostly salmon and alewives. During this early 
period there were six saw mills, seven grist mills, 
one woolen factory; and iron works where hoes and 
shoveJs were manufactured1 and irons for machin­
ery cast, and there was also a fullir\g mill, and 
clothiers shop, also a curious loom for weaving 
booL-strapsf powered cnllrcly by water. T here was 
also a bed of limestone s;iid to be of excellent 
quality, and located along this bed were five lime 
kilns, from which was drawn about a thous,-md 
hogshc .. ads of lime a year. The granite indusll)' \\.'as 
among the early ones, and the quality and excel­
lence of the Chelmsford granite was soon estab­
lished and has continued all of the years and is still 
()1\e of the big industries of our town. The making 
of bricks was another one of the early industries, 
csperia.Jly in the eastern part of the town. The 
number of Traders in English and West India 

Goods is stated to have been seven, two at Paw­
tuckett bridge, two at the head of the Middlesex 
canal, one on the turnpike, and two in the center 
of the town. There were also six or ejgJit in-keepers 
situated in different part.$ of the town on the public 
roads. "On the east bank of Middlesex canal at 
the distance of two hundred rods from Merrimack 
river, a large building 124 feet long and 62 wide, 
with necessary appendages for the manufacturing 
of window glass was erected in 1802.0 Th.is situa­
tion is very favorable for the transportation of glass 
to Boston, and those raw mate.rials from thence, 
which it would he expensive to convey by land. A 
ready and cheap supply of wood is also easily 
obtainable, of which it js estiJnated that about two 
thousand cords are annually consumed in the man• 
ufactory and houses attached 10 it." 

In 1813 Capt. Phinea., Whiting and Col. Josiah 
Fletcher erected a large building for a cotton man­
ufacwry at a point on the Concord River about 
three hundred rods from lts entrance i.nto th.c Mer­
rimack River. The factory cost about twenty-five 
hundred dollars. At that t ime th.is location was in 
the Town of Chelmsford. In 1818 this building 
wa., sold to Mr. Thomas Hurd, who repaired it and 
fitted it for a woolen factory,- it had sixteen looms 
which were powered by water. 1• is said to have 
employed about twenty persons, and about 120 
yards of satinet were produced per day. Thus was 
started the mill business which later made the city 
of Lowell. 

Planning 300th :Anniversary 
Plans for the 300th Anniversary of the in­

corporation of the Town of Chelmsford were 
formulated at the March LO, 1952 Annual Town 
Meeting when the selectmen were. authorized by 
a vote of the people to name a special committee 
"for l.he purpose of making preliminary plans" 
for the observance. Immediately after receiving 
notification of their appointment, January J 9, 
1953, this special committee met January 29 and 
organized . .Royal Shawcross was the unanimous 
choice of the committee for Chairman and Mar­
garet Robbins M;lls likewise received a unani­
mous vote for Secretary. Other members of this 
committee were:- Sidney Dupee, Clifford Hart­
ley, Charles Harrington, Edward Krasnecki, 
John J. Meagher and Perry Snow. 

At the 1954 Annual Town Meeting, the above 
Committee was reappointed by popular vote. but 
at this meeting Mr. Shawcross declined the 
honor to serve for business reasons and on May 
11 , 1954, Carl A. E. Peterson was appointed to 
take his place. At a special town meeting later, 
John H. Valentine, Thomas J. Campbell and 
Harold C. Petterson were named to the commit­
tee. 

To prepare the celebration, this committee 
called upon hundreds of townspeople for assist­
ance. as members of sub-committees and for 
other purposes, and extends its thanks to these 
and to all others who have co-operatl!d in the 
planning and preparation for the 300th anni­
versary celebration. 

THIS PAGE CONTRIBUTED BY 

THE BON MARCHE, INC. 
I 53 MERRIMACK ST. 

LOWELL, MASS. 
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NEWFIELD 
North Chelmsford 

By HOWARD D. SMITff 

One of the fir.t indust,ies in North Chelmsford 
was a blast furnace which was located near where 
Moore's mill now stan<bJ and the first iron pro• 
duced io 1825. Bog iron ore wns the source of the 
iron and much of it wns obtained in Chelmsford 
and nearby towns, and the flux was limestone from 
nenr Robins Hill, and the charcoal for reducing 
Lhe ore ,,,.as made in kilns located nea

1
r the furnace, 

and thus large areas nearby were stripped of their 
wood to make into charcoal. Many castings and 
heavy gears were made he.re for tJ1e Lowc1l mills 
and other mills in nearby cities. As the nallvc iron 
ore deposits became exhausted, iL became necessary 
to obtain the ore from distant places, some coming 
from Maine. Thus the early colonists were sc:rvcd 
by this iron works. 

In 1707 John Richardson's iron works w.as es­
tablished a, the mouth of Stony Brook, and II wos 
necessary to bulld a special road to t_his locat~on, 
and it .is supposed thot the present Mill street 1s a 
part of this old road. The wnter to supply this mill 
was to come from Newfield Pond, a.nd so workmen 
started to dig a cbanncl to allow the water to run 
into Stony Brook, and os they nea,·ed the pond the 
remaining bonk of earth suddenly gave way and 
most of the water of the poad ran out, and so the 
otiginal pond which covered about one hundred 
acres was reduced Lo about one ar.re, and iL rcm.ain. 
cd this way for aboUL one hundred ye~rs, until in 
1824 Gen. Leech had the breach in the bank filled 
in and the pond o nce again fiHed with water. 

The first grist mill was b~ilt in Norih C~elms­
ford soon after 1695 by Daniel Waldo, and It was 
located on S1ony brook below the highway to 
Dunstable which is now called ·Middlesex. Crisu 
mills occu

1

picd this location under vario~s ow·ners 
until after 1850. There was also a saw m,11 located 
nearby. 

Ttmpornri'/_), located at thr Cr-11tu /qr Ilic Ctlrt,rati,m, 
l}:i,s otd T(,/I Jloitu proJ, .. rty bc/Qug.s in North Cltt(msford, 
/or- 1'ts qrigi,,at silt. tims at tltc f{'rmin al of the M1ddlt'sC'x 
C(litr1/ 1'11 ,,.Jwt ,ww is Middltsc.r 11iltaf/r, Lu-.,•t/1. 

The Waldo grist mill was bought by the Morri­
rnac Manufacturing Co. when the: dam ,i.,as built 
at tl1c Pawtucket Falls, and they later sold it to the 
Locki. and Canal Co. who leased it lo va.riou.,; 
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parties until 1839 when it was sold to Charles 
Blood, and it changed ownership a number of 
times after that, but during all this timl! the miU 
had been used to grind grain and to saw lumber. 
Between 1863 nnd 1868 the saw mill was taken out, 
and i;\nother story added, but it wa.11 still used to 
grind nnd store grain. Later the J. C, Ayer Co. 
used this mill to grind dn,gs used in their medi­
cines. About 1872 this building was converted 
into a shoddy miU, and thls business continued 
until 1882, when tl1c shoddy business was removed 
to some other location and the building remained 

A yift lo tht Ion,,,, b,l' the Ioli! S~lulman Stnwrt MocKos, 
this dm!lliuy m>w i& tlir North Clitlirr. .. f/ord lil,ror)' and i.t 
01tt of Ilic litorc pqp1!lc11' spots itt tlti.s .section. 

unused for a number of years, but in 1872 George 
C. Moore bought the building and tore down the 
old grist mill part, and chis was the stan of the 
Ceo. C. Moore Co. st0rage building. The Geo. C. 
Moore Co. started in 1872 when he bought the old 
foundry from C. T .. Sheldon, the machinery wos 
put jn and ,he stou~mg of '"-'OOI SL:t.rted right.a,~3Y1 
and in 1875 he built a large three story burldmg, 
but in Oct. of that yea.r all of the Geo. C. Moore 
buildings were burned. A temporary wooden build­
ing was soon e.rc~ted and the wool·SCOu~ing b~sml'$s 
continued, and 1n l 87 7 a large new brick m1U was 
builL, and aJditions lo this pfanl wen; made in 
l885, and in 1888, also in 1890. In 1890 this com· 
pan)' h•d the plant to c·lc•n 30,000 pounds of wool 
a day. In 1915 twcruy.five millio,,s pounds of wool 
were sroured annu:11ly in Lhis plant. 

The North Chelmsford Morhinc & Supply Co., 
was esiablished in 1832, at one time called the Gay, 
Silver & Co. i:; one or lhe older indus1rics or this 
industria.1 sect-ion of Chelmsford. Geo. C. Moore 
bought all of this ;ompany in 1898, and h~ con· 
ti,,ued lo opcrntc it, tmd seven years later tt was 
consolid;ued with another company he also owned, 
and which concern rn~nufactured leather belting, 
leather comb aprons, brushes and general mill 
supplies, and this new ('orporation was cnpitali7.<:d 
at $50,000 with Geo. C. Moore tr<:asuret, H. Stan­
ley Crysler, president, and Ht:nt')' \Voods as serrt.:· 
tary. The output of this corporation l'Ould be fo~d 
in ;1ny state where thcrC' w~~ te.xulc manufactunng 
co any extent. 

The Lowell Textile Co. occupied one of the Geo. 
C. Moore hlJildings and manufactured coweJs. 

The Boston Ice Co. hnd ten or twelve buildings 
on the shore of Crystal Lake, and mos, of this ice 
was shipped to Boston. 



C9ongratulations 
to the TOWN OF CHELMSFORD 

on its 300th ANNIVERSARY 

from 

THE CENTRAL SAVINGS BANK 
Lowell, Massachusetts 

We invite you to visit our bank and avail 

yourself of our Services ... 

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

SAVINGS CLUBS 

MORTGAGE LOANS to purchase 

to build homes 

SAVINGS BANK LIFE INSURANCE 

TRAVELERS CHECKS 

COLLATERAL LOANS 

FHA LOANS 

U. S. SAVINGS BONDS 

A MUTUAL SAVINGS BANK SINCE 1871 
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SOUTH CI--IELMSFORD 
13y LESTER w. 13,"·'-

South Chelmsford began and still is a famung 
community. Not too rnudt h istory has come down 
to us from its earl)• days. HO\\'C\•cr, the Haywood 
Garrison House at l 05 Gart'ison Road is one of the 
oldc:st in Chelmsford ( 1690), and probably as little 
changed as any. 

Some other old houses arc the Carolyn Wright 
house at 79 Elm Road, the Park house at l2 Park 
Place, the Dupee house, 246 Acton Road, the Berry 
house in the Square, tl1e Case and Hicks house 
(-#15), the Jeffords house ("40), both on Byam 
Road, the Peirce house, 75 Robin H ill Road, the 
Alta Byam house ( "'l 1) and the Porter bou,c 
(#19), both on Maple Rnad. 

The brick e11ds of tl1is l1cmse are a tip-off to its g(lrrison 
dfsig11. Lonrt,•d 1.11 4 Proctor Rood, South Chclu~f<Jrd. it 
t.:'o'Js originally tit,· BC1t,·mm1 flrm.rf om/ 11,m· ls tlu- H1aitc 
n:sid,mu. 

Of course, each dwelling has its own interesting 
story. A few highlights of the Jeffords place ma)' 
he typical. A home was estabLished here during the 
early days o[ the town by Thomas llarrclt. J n the 
late 1600's his married daughter, Martha Barrett 
Sparks, was taken rl'orn Chelmsford and impriiwm­
cd in Boston for ovc.tr a year on the eharg~ of witch­
craft. Thomas Barrett, J r. probably built Lhc pres­
ent house in the early 1700's. At Lhc Lime of the 
R cvo]utlon the house was occupied by Dr. J onas 
Marshall. One day a sick, destitute soldier boy, 
making his way home from the wa1·, ,vas bcfri<·ndcd 
by Mrs. Marshall. He left $1nallpox germs, and a 
short time later th<: entire family contracted the 
disease and \\'ll.$ wiped out. ''rhc headsloncS, may 
still be secrt at Hearl J>ond Cemetery. 
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The earliest mention of a school al the South 
was in 1753, located near the intersection of Park 
nnd PtOCtor Roads. The p.rescra Fire House was 
anoLhcr old school. 

The First Baptist Church was established shortly 
before the Rcvolutibn. The fir-sl church building 
was brought from WcStford by oxen in the dead of 
winter and located near Lhc o ld cemetery. The 
present edifice w~ built in 1836, making it the 
second oldest church build ing in Ch<:lmsford. T he 
Reverend John Parkhurst who S<!rved there as min­
ister for 23 )'<=, lived at the Peirce place. 

On Robi.n Hill Road, near Accon Road, ,.,·ru; 
manufactured Lhe ftrst Ludfer match in the coun­
try by E1.ckiel Bynm, ,,1ho Jate.r moved this thriving 
business to Boston. His (athc.r•in•law built the 
Berry place. 

Opposi1c 1hc rhurth, on Mnplt Rond, j5 located 
the old Parkhurst bla,·ksmith shop ( now an antiqlle 
shop.) It still holds all the equipment used by an 
o ld time blacksmith: 

.. .,.. . ...; ~- a '-rf f I 

A11othtr ·'old-timrr'' amoug S0ut11 Cl,t/m,t/(lrd houses 1~ 

lliis ,me kum,•11 ils lh;; "/111ut f/(msc·' ,md /tJc'alnf cm H1111t 
N,()a<I. 'l't,•u ~fo11ylitt'r.t of 11,r l.mild~r 111'/frr.d to found All 
Soi111s l'lwtd,. 

The chid topograrhical feature of the district 
is Hean Pond with its thriving- summer colony. It 
is also calJcd Bapti!a Pond btt:ausc converts were 
imm.crscd there in t.hc old dnys. \\later from tho 
pond supplies the cranberry bogs just over t!Jc line 
in Carlisle. 

This section has SuJ'\1ivc·d wars, dis,c.:ord, prosper­
lLy and dcptCssiou and h35 evolved an unusually 
rinc (·onununity spirit ,vhich is worthy of emula­
tion. 



PARADE COM~IIT1'E~ 

YOUTH DAY COMMTTfEE 

0._f}ashington 

~ank 

WOMEN'S DAY COMMITTEE 

CHURCH AFFMRS COMMIITEE 

• 
avings 

30 MIDDLESEX STREET 
LOWELL, MASS. 
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GUEST COMMJTf EE ~1US1C CO~fMITTI\E 

H1ST0RICA1. COMMn,·n SOUVE!'-IR COMM!TTEE 

Compliment~ of 

FRANK G. W. McKITTRICK CO. 
TEXTILE MACHINERY 

78 Fletcher Street Lowell, Mass. 

HARDWARE DIVISIONS 

J. C. BENNETT HARDWARE CO. 

269 Dutton Street 

Poultry, Plumbing and Heating Supplies 

General Hardware 
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McKITTRICK HARDWARE CO. 

60 Fletcher Street 

Industrial Hardware 

Barreled Sunlight Paints 



FROM 

ALL THE l 
EMPLOYEES 

at: BOYD, INC. 

T 

ROGER BOYP 

1:1§4"19*7 
~ 

I I 

Dealer 

CHELMSFORD'$ OLDEST AND LARGEST AUTOMOBILE DEALER 

R.OGER BOYD INC. 
40 



I 

l 

I JOH:. ]. BARRY, M.O. 
Physician 

I WALTER L. TWAROG, M.O 
Physician~Surgcon 

I RODGER L. CURRIE, ODS 
Oendst 

I VERNON R. FLETCHER 
Attorney 

I GERARD A. VA-YO 
Aceoununt 

I S10KEY PERHAM 
Postmnster 

I ARTHUR IJA TO HELDER 
Real E:1tj.te 

I EDWARD C. KRASNECKI 
Publi$J,er 

I ~{RS. NELL ARMSTR01'G 
Doreen Kuittiog Books 

I ARTHUR ALI.GROVE 
Public Rcfation!I 

• 

~ 11 - . 

eo11pratulatio11s 
FROM 

ALL OF US 

HERE AT THE 

• 
BOYD BLDG . 

Chelmsford' s Most Modern ()ffj_ce Building 

BOYD BUILDING 
4-1 



A. G. POLLARD & CO. 

Formerly H. HOSFORD & 00. 

DRYGOODS. 
Tha Largfll!t Store, - - - - - The Mos\ Exten&ive Stock, 

And the Lowest P ri~s in Iha CITY. 

NEW IRON FRONT :BUILDING, 

NOS. 80 & 82 MERRIMACK STREET, 
LOWELi.., 111..lSS, 

from an original 
piece of Pollard 
wrapping paper 
90 years old 

next year, our 120th year 

what is there about Pollards 
We're proud as a peacock when we look 

back over the many years we have been serving communities 
like Chelmsford. We find it is our top styling, top 

quality, and top service that has made us the largest 
store in Merrimack Valley. Pollards is now the Store with 

More, more departments, more assortments, more services, 
and we're sure as the years go by, that Polla rds 

will consistantly grow larger, because it is one of 
the important t raits t hat has made Pollards what it is today. 
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WEST CHELMSFORD 
By rREDl!JUCK BURNE 

\Vest Chelmsford rc:ccivcd its official narnc when 
the post-office was csUlblishcd, shortly after the 
Stony Brook Railroad was opened for travel, July 
6, 1848. Previous to this time, the village had becu 
called "Farwell" and "Scythe Factory Village." 

This section of Chelmsford was very sparsely 
settled until 1822, at which time Deacon John 
Fanvell of Fitchburg, Massachusetts, pllrchascd 
land and water-power rrom RiC'hrirdson, Spauld­
ing, and Keyes, and erected a factory for Lhe manu­
facture of scyLhes. The business was later pur­
chased by Sawyer and Roby, who manufactured 
scythes until the outbreak of ,he Civil War, during 
which time they produced swords and sabres. At 
the end of the war, the Hiscox Company purchased 
the business, manufacturing files and rnachjne 
knives until 1888. This site was then abandoned 
and later sold to George C. Moore of North 
Chelmsford. 

D
11

,-ina Citiil JVGlt dn\'.t tlti, old Scl'llle 011d PU.: Plan/ in 
West · Clielms/oYd t11Yned 1'1s actiWic.s lo mok-i,tg sabers 
/or 1111: army. Tl1is picture 'tL'OS taken aboul 1900. 

The 0 Red House Dam," so-ca11ed, on the do"m" 
stream side of the file shop location wa.i; never used 
for an industrial site, but was used entirely for the 
control of the water of SLOny Brook, entering the 
canal feeding Newfield Pond in North Chelmsford. 

In 1830, a dam was contructed, westerly of the 
railroad st.tttion, and a mill erected for the manu­
facture of worsted yams. This site was used until 
,he industrial depression of 1889, shortly a fter 
which it was destroyed by lire and never rebullt, 
although a small manufacturing site was located 
near by, and still remains in operation. 
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The depression of 1889, having afft-cted the 
manufacturing in the viJlagc, brought about a mi­
gration of many of the cstabHshed families, and it 
appears that the H. E. Fletcher Comp,u>y, pro­
ducers of the nationally-known Chelmsford Gran­
ite, was responsible for the irnmigralion of a new 
people, many of whom were of Swedish extraction. 
who were connected wi1h lhc operation or the 
quarry. 

A,101/1er old piditrc of rVesl Clidmsford, takM i11 1900. 
,1}10tl/,$ 1111• railrmrd st«lion. tl1t Sirydrn Co. Pln111 and th~ 
fm··JCorr(d ruiJ1i1 of tli(i E.agl" Mill. 

The ecclesiastical history of the village began on 
April 6, 1847, in the school-ho\lSc in District Num­
ber Ten, when the Stony Brook AssociaLion for 
Religious Worship was formed. A building was 
dedicated for rcligio\lS purposes on the site on 
which the West Chelmsford Methodist Church 
now st3nds. The building was sold and removed 
10 make room for a new Methodist Episcopal 
Church, creeled in 1887. This building was totall)' 
destroyed b)' fire on July lo, 1920. The present 
building was dedicated January 18, 1922. 

The West Village has nOL changed to any great 
extent in the last fifty years. Trolley ca.rs and r.ul­
road service have come. and gone. Our building 
growth has been limited to the outskirts of the 
village proper. Ston)' Brook was the cause of the 
early growth of the village, but is no longer con­
tributory to its needs. 1 t. is slowly rccc.djng to its 
original banks. 

The village people have been a very neighborly, 
honesti and industrious people, interested in the 
future well-being of their children and their fel­
low .. men. 



YOU ARE 

9nvited 
TO GET ACQUAINTED 

WITH OUR 

IO <ilriendly !Bank Services 

I-SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

2-ALL PURPOSE SAVINGS CLUB. 

3-G.I. MORTGAGE LOANS. 

4--F.H.A. MORTGAGE LOANS. 

5-COLLATERAL LOANS. 

6-PERSONAL LOANS. 

7-F.H.A. REPAIR LOANS. 

8-TRAVELERS CHECKS. 

9-REGISTER CHECKS. 

10-SAVINGS BANK LIFE INSURANCE. 

CI TY 
'7~'4'z.S~ 

200 CENTRAL STREET 

o4t the Sif!H o1 the etock 

120 YEARS OF SERVICE -- IN BANKING 
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EAST CHELMSFORD 
Condcn$Cd Jrom an historical skctrll prepared by 

MR. AND MRS. RoBRRT BARRIS 

The beginning of recorded histo1y perhaps starts 
with John Eliot, the Apostle to the Indians, mak­
ing a visit to the Pa,,•tu.cket: Falls on the Merrimack 
River. He wa.-; a staunch friend to the l ndians in 
his efforts to convert them to Chdstiani,y. In 1653 
when the Chelmsford Grants were bcing made, 
EHot secured ample reservations for the e.xclusive 
use or the Indians where Lhc Oi,y of Lowell and 
Jnost of East Chelmsford now is located. This grant 
was known as Indian L:1nd, 'Wamcsit Plantation, 
J:.,.id out from the WamesitaPawtuckct Sta.kc at a 
point on the Concord River at the Billerica­
Chelmsford line. This stake is .'l few rods from 
Gorham Street at this junction. Then running 
along the west shore.of the Concord River to the 
junction of the Merrimack River, thence weSlerly 
to a stake abouL where the old glass shop was at 
PrinceLon and Baldwin Streets; thence southeaster­
ly to the Warncsi, Stake forming a triangle con­
taining about 1500 ac:res; and on the (!asterly side 
of the Concotd River to the Nfe.trimack River, 
containing 1000 acres in what i$ now Lowell and 
Tew~bury. The c.rly settlers were English. They 
settled along the west side of the Concord River lo 
what is known as the Concord River Neck, land 
lying between the Concord River and Rivcrrnead­
ow Brook or what is now East Chclrn$ford, settling 
there about the same time as the first seu1ers 
around the open field south of Robin's Hill, 1653· 
1654. 

In /;(1$1 C!tdm.t/onl ,tr4'! tw,, lwnutifu/ t,l'(tlllf'lr s c>/ t nllmi1,/ 
ur(/Jiluturc. Tl,is i:r t/Jr Mmuiiuy J,/ ,:m.t,-. -0u ,\/am11'111J 
flood. 

The Wamesit Purch<1se, 1686. A tract of land 
by the name 0£ \¥nrnesit Purchase wa.~ the la.SL 
Indian territory in~ this town. It was sold by the 
Indians to Jonathan Tyng, Esq. and Major T hom­
as Henchman. Jonathan Tyng conveyed hL, righrn 
in Lhe Purchase cxcepl one.forty-shah part to Ma­
jor Henchman, who sold the whole tract Lo forry• 
four other per:sons, each of equal sharc:1 reserving 
one share for hims.cir. This became known as the 
Wamesit Purchase. This seu.lemcnt was annexed 
to Chelmsford in I 726, afterward known as East 
Chelmsford. 

In the History of Wilks Allen, A.M., Chelms­
ford From The Beginning, 1653-1820, he writes 
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A 11nlft(1· r.i:a 111pl~ of 10/uuiaf ,,r,•/,ilulurr i,, Etist Clu/1111-
f ,>rd ir t/tl' .1/ar1(1tJ/I II 011u , 11t1m•,•. l,1(i,url rm /Tr,~ tv11d 
11,Ming it.f ,w111e. 

of a Plantation called Pawtucket styles ·wame­
sit, the land running from the glass house and 
terminating at lhc Wamcsit FallsJ but a plan 
made by Henry Wood, Civil Engineer gives the 
tcrrnination at the Pa\Vluckct Stake. Allen also 
records a record of Humbky Shev,tilh •0\Vhercas 
Lhcre are sundry J nhabitants in a ccrt:tin Ll'aCl of 
land lying adjacent Lo the Town of Chelmsford 
but not annexed thereunto. that from chc; first set• 
tlcmcnt have been partake11 of privilcgc-s and offi­
ces of ,he T<rnrn of ChclmsfordJ sometime in the 
year of 1725, the lnhabilancs of \\famesit at a town 
meeting did elect Mr. Steven Pierce to represenl 
the.in in lhis Honorable Court, who was dismissed 
by reason he did not reside in Chelmsford." Mr. 
Pfr.rcc•s home stood about where the LowcU City 
Hospital is now. This brought the matter to a cri­
sis. The people of Wam~"Sit refused 10 pay Lhe tax 
assessc.d upon them. They petitioned the G<.~neral 
Court to be erected into a scpara.lc and distinct 
town. The Selectmen of Chelmsford sent a petition 
at the sntnc time. The Chelmsford petition was 
granted and \Vamcsit then bc.'<'amc a part of 
Chdmsford, June IO, 1726. 

As early as Nov. 22, 1824 a committee of the 
Merrimack Mills was appointed to con:;idrr a new 
Township for EaSL Chelmsford. Ln a short period of 
si."\ ye:u-s the Town had grown from 260 inhabitants 
to 2300. These 2300 persons were compelled to go 
four miles to the Centre to attend town meetings 
and transact o rhcr town m.'ltters. The two villages 
had no rommon business rrlations and no ~ocial 
sympathies. The ta:<es on the v.1luable property 
were raised and expended by the Town as weH as 
schools, under town managcmenL These various 
motives conspired the village of E;,st Chelmsford 
to become a Town by itself, taking place Mi'\rch 1, 
I 826. The most of East Chelmsford "'•s then set 
oIT to become the Tow11 or Lowell. East Chelms• 
ford today is located in what is now Precinct #4, 
an area of lOOO acres. The.tc are a few farms still 
being worked, but for the most part the village is 
content to rcmafo a residential section lo close 
relationship to Lowell. 



Like Grandpa did, you ca11 still 

heat a home with a space heater 

or hot waltr system! 

... and you can 

"Spot Cool" witli a fa11 

or window cooler.' 

BUT . . . for modern indoor comfort .... see your LENNOX DEALER 

UNION SHEET METAL CO., Inc. 

337 Thorndike St., 

Lowell, Mass. 

Tel. GL 3-1011 

With the warmest thanks to t he people 

of Chelmsford for giving me the op­

podun ity to serve them as their Mod­

erator and as their State Representa­

tive, and the wish that the next 300 

years are as productive and rewarding 

to Chelmsfo(d as its first 300 years. 

Attorney Edward J. DeSaulnier, Jr. 

BORROWS MOTORS, INC. 

59 Central Square 

Chelmsford 

STUDEBAKER SALES and SERVICE 

ESSO GASOLINE end OIL 

ESSO PRODUCTS 



Compliments of 

NORTH CHELMSFORD HARDWARE CO. 

VINAL SQUARE NO. CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

Tel. CL 2-3569 

J. K. Q UINN, PROP. 

A PAINT FOR EVERY SURFACE 

Tel. Lowell GLenview 2-1664 

Eddie's Paint: & Wallpaper 

STORE and GENERAL MDSE. 

Eoo1E CALLAHAN, Prop. 

Route 110 

CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

PACKARD PAINT PRODUCTS 

WALLPAPER HARDWARE 

BUILDERS SUPPLIES 
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HART AMBULANCE 
SERVICE 

377 WILDER ST. 

LOWELL, MASS. 

Tel. GL 4-0496 



CJongratulations 
TO THE 

TOWN OF CHELMSFORD 

ON ITS 

300th 8lnniversary 

MERRIMACK RIVER 
SAVINGS BANK 

Serving Chelmsford Since 1871 

228 CENTRAL ST. LOWELL 
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General Contractors 

969 WESTFORD STREET 

LOWELL, MASS. 
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2owell 3Vlotor Sales, 9nc~ 

Lowell, Mass. 
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Over 125 Years oF Progress 

LOW~LL INSTITUTION FOR SAVINGS 

Greater Lowell's O ldest Savings Bank 

HIGHLANDS OFFICE AT CUPPLES SQUARE OPEN THURSDAY 
AND FRIDAY EVENINGS UNTIL 8 P. M. 

OLD MILL HOUSE (1725) 1955 

HOME COOKED f'OOD SHOP 

"Fnri,ou.r For Quality and Flat1ot'' 

24 CENTRAL SQUARE 

The Old Mill House with its surroundings, which was 
once connce1ed in the c:trly da)'S with chc Old Grist Mill and 
Saw Mill, l$ still preserved and restored i.n its original sctllng 
of the historical t 700's - Whalebone ceili.ngs, hand pegged 
bcanu, original floors-antiqu.cs and fireplace imriguc-s' One 
when they enter this Jiule colonial house with the odOr of fine 
Home Cooking. This i.s .so different Crom the modem day 
seuin,:-old fashioned garden, with white fence :.round the 
Old Mill House set low in the ec.nter o( the village- bids 
welcome to the stranger. 

We Me proud co celebrate ibis, 1he 300th Annh•c.rsary 0£ 
lhc quaint :rnd hiscoric town ot Chclmdord. 

JlUllY M. £MERY 
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~L~CTROL YSIS 
TR~ATM~NTS 

Unwanted Hair Removed J)ermancntly - Safely 

For Appointmcn< Call GL 4.;347 

HnoA BRACA., 0 per a tor 

FOSTER BRAGA 
T onsoral Artist 

21 Rivemcck Road 

East Chelmsford GL 4-7347 



55 



RALPH W., BRADFORD 0., and 

T. W. EMERSON 

AUCTIONEERS 

''Four Generations of Reliable Au(;tioneerz'.ng Service" 

CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

Tel. GLenview 9-9036 

BENNETT & SON, Florists 

J.\1 emorial Day Pans 

and 

All Kinds of SfJTing Plants 

152 DAL TON RD. CHELMSFORD 

COLMER MONUMENT WORKS 
Established 1880 

CEMETERY l'vlEMORfALS 
Granite - Marble - Bronze - Slate 

also Cemetery Lcuccing 

Showroom Office: I00l L:iwrc:ncc St. 

Res. CL 3-2138 

Tel,. Office GL 2-7821 - GL 2-1078 

LOWELL, MASS. 

E. C. PEARSON PAINTING CO. 

HAROLD A. LtNSTAO., Prop. 

SNIDER FUEL CORPORATION 

MYSTIC WHARF 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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Tel. 

ERIKSEN'S GENERAL STORE 
Quality Meats, Frnits and Vegvlables 

HARDWARE and PAINTS 

Chelmsford, Mass. 

GL 8-6521 

MARCHAND'$ MARKET 

321 ACTON ROAD 

SOUTH CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

Your Naborhood Store 

HELEN M. ZOLLINGER 

175 CHELMSFORD ST., CHELMSFORD 

Tel. GL 2-6711 

Clothes Made To Muuure 

OWL STAMP & SUPPLY CO. 

Rubber Stamps. Printing - Mimeographing 

79 Middle St., Lowell, Mass. 

ANDREW J. MENZIA, Prop. 

Tel. GL 2-4541 & GL 3-1 025 

J. J. CRONIN COMPANY 

WASHED SAND and GRAVEL 

Wihnington, Mass. 
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Best Wishes 

from 

FIELD MACHINE & TOOL CO. 
LOvVELL, MASSACHUSETTS 

ComplimentS of 

GALLAGHER ELECTRIC SERVICE 

53 HUMPHREY STREET 

LOWELL, l,.,lASS. 

Office and Store 

415 BRIDGE STREET 

Lowell, M~. 

Compliments o f 

AMERICAN CLEANING CO. 

l CITY HALL A VE. 

LOWELL, MASS. 
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NEW ENGLAND FENCE CO. 
Cable. Wood - Rustic - Wire Fences 

l3 FRE:v!ONT STREET 

READING, MASS. 

WILDER GRAIN CO. 
GLenview 8-8797 

MIDDLESEX PLACE LOWELL, MASS. 

Greetings 

from 

SANDBERG EQUIPMENT CO. 
Distributors of Contractor's Industrial 

and Municipal Equipment 

76 Landsdowne Street 

Cambridge, Mass. 



1Roger Welch 
ieeat &aate 

GENERAL INSURANCE BROKER 

15 GROTON ROAD NORTH CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

Tel. GLenvicw 3-6633 - 2-6769 - 3-0771 

Representing the following companies dealing in every type of 1 nsurance 
Cen T ury Indemnity 
Am E rican Fire 

Standa R d Fire 
Standard Ac C ident 

Hom E Fire 
N orwich Union 

American Mo T orists 
Middl E sex 
Con N ecticut Life 
Utic A 

Trade R s & Mechanics 
Shelb Y 

tDKarinel 'c9ransportation 

CHARTERED BUS SERVICE 

Tel. GLenvicw 3-077 1 

15 GROTON ROAD NORTH CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

Serving the Chelmsford School System, with George W. Marine! as proprietor, during 35 of its 300 years. 

Employing the following personnel : 

JOHN F. BLAKE 
NELSON A. DUTTON 
FRANCIS R. FOSTER 
CLAYTONW. CAGNON 
ALEXANDER W. GERVAIS 
CLARK H. GRAY 

HALVAR P. PETERSON 
ARTHUR L. PROVENCAL 
ALBERT W. REEVES 
GEORGE D. RIDER 
JOHN D. CROWE 
CONRAD F. SARGEl'IT 
JOHN G. SHEPHERD FARLEY H. KEMP 

NICHOLAS P. ZAHER 
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HOBBS & WARREN 

INCORPORATED 
COMMERCIAL and LEGAL 

STATIONERS 

Publishers of Municipal 

Books and Fonns 

For all City and Town 

Dcpartmems 

Since 1858 

34 HAWLEY STREET BOSTON, MASS. 

Liberty 2-7947 and 2-7948 

'L.homa.6 
THE MASTER CLEANER 

INCORPORATED 

95 BRIDGE STREET LOWELL 

~t?, 8.6875 
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~alph e. ;J.i.ou6e 

Q UALITY B U IL T HO MES 

GL 2-7900 SO. CHELMSFORD 

<lf)estla11d 
PACKAGE STORE 

229 CHELMSFORD ST. 

CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

Choice Liquors and Nips 

011 the way 

to the Fireman's M uster 



85 STEDMAN STREET CHELMSFORD 

Sales Dial GL 2-0811 Service 
30 YEARS OF DEPENDABLE SERV IC E 

Ma11y,, 1'1any Years of Conti7,ucd 

Success and HoJ>J,incSl 

WILLIAM J. DeSELLE 
Real Estate 

CARPENTER & BUILDER 

20 SUBWAY AVE. 

CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

Tel. GLcnview 3-1 202 

Compliments 0£ 

FARRAR COMPANY 

FIRE APPARATUS and EQUIPMENT 

WOODVILLE, MASS. 

61 

i 



Wm. j. Bu'tbech Co. 
t:,owelt'6 cmo6t cmodertt ':Dair!/ 

Featuring "VITEX" Vitamin D - HOMOGENIZED MILK 
So ':I>ellciouol at«/. "nutrlllou•, 'Cool 

22 SHELDON STREET, LOWELL GL 7-7591 
Quality Dairy Products Since 1831 

TEL. Glenview 2-0451 VERNON B. MORRIS, Pres. 

Manufacturers of 

STREET CURBING 

BOX 277 

NORTH CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

1\11. L. MORRIS GEORGE A. MORRIS 
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THIS SPACE CONTRIBUTED BY 

13etty and Henricl~ Johnson 
4 DELWOOD ROAD 

WESTLANDS 

CHELMSFORD NAMES OF THE EARLY DAYS 
Cross Bridge Road is now North Road, and 

Cross Bridge was over what was then called Cross 

Bridge Brook which is in_ the hollow beyond 

Fletcher Square. 

Lcecbs Pond, later called Newfield Pond, is the 

one now called Crystal Lake. 

Carolina Plain il'l the Westlands ls an area along 
part of Stedman St., Clinton Ave. and Waverly 

Ave. cross part of this plain. 

Newfield was the name given Lo part of the sec­

tion now known as North Chelmsford. 

Merrimack plain, so called, was the north west­

ern section of Newfield. 

Robins Hill was so called when the English first 

visited the place, and is said by tradition to have 
received its natne from its first cultivator, who was 

it is apprehended OLD ROBIN, or some one of 

1.he Robin family from Pennacook. (Allens, His­

tory o( Chelmsford) 

Sawpit Hill is now Bartlett Street. 

WAMESIT. 

A section of land reserved for the sole use of the 

praying, or Christiani7,cd Indians, and the grant 

for which wa.s obtained by the Rev. John Eliot. Il 

was a much larger section than the present section 

in Tewksbury which is calfcd \-Vamesit,-it in­

cluded parts of Lowell, and East Chelmsford. 

C9ongratulations 

on this 

Happy Anniversary 

We salute the generations of citizens who have 

contributed so much to this beautiful New Eng­

land community and to the building of the 

greatest country on earth, dedicated to freedom, 

justice, and peace. 

- EDITH NouRSE ROCERS 

Member of Congress 
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M. Edward Riney & Son 
REALTORS 

4 BARTLETT STREET 24 NORTH ROAD 

When in Chelmsford looking for Real Estate 

See THE RINEYS - REALTORS c,/ ~ 4ta#a'i#9 

M, EDWARD RINEY WILLIAM E. RINEY 

To own a home in Chelmsford is to believe in Chelmsford. We are proud to have bought and sold some 
of Chclmsford's finest homes to some of our finest neighbors. 

ROBERT T. MORSE 
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GROWTH OF POPULATION 
IN CHELMSFORD 

By HOWARD D. SM11'H 

The original Chelmsford was a much larger tract 

of land than the present one, as il originally in­

cluded all of LoweU ibis side oI the Merrimack 

River1 also the present town of Westford, a portion 

o( Carlis1e, i1\ addition to its present size, so Lhat 

this separation of large sc<:.tions of the town and 
thc.ir incorporation into separate Lowns or city, 

has several titm.-s much reduced the population at 

those particular periods. 

Chelmsford slarted with thirty-nine settlers from 

Concord and Woburn and within eighteen momhs 

this n~mber had been increa~d by newcomers to 

such an extent that it was considered expedient to 

call a general meeting for the selecting of officers 

10 manage the public affairs of the place. 

No real census was taken until 1741 at which 

time the population was 853, and in the census of 

1764 the population was 1012, and in 1776 it was 

1341, but in 1790 it had dropped to 1144 due to 

separation of a part of Chelmsford to form the 
District of Carlisle. In 1800 the population was 

1290 and in the next twenty years it only increased 

160 in number. 

[n the thirty years from 1820 to 1850 there was 

a gain of 562 in the population, and the next fifty 

years showed an increase of 1887, or a 1.otal popu­
lation in the year 1900 of 3984, and in the next 

twenty-five the population jumped lo 6573, or a 

gain of 2589, and this was followed by another 

gain of 2901 in the following twenty-five years. 

The present population is 11,760 or approximately 
double what it was in 1920 r ight after the first 

World War. 

Kydd 's :Dairy 
MILK - CREAM - ICE CREAM 

DAIRY 809 STEVENS ST., LOWELL, MASS. 

ICE CRE:AM STANDS 

CHELMSFORD ST., CHELMSFORD & WAKEFIELD, MASS. 

Try our "Homogenized Guernsey" 

l,,filk delivered to )•our door. 

Tel. GL 9-9478 
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CI-IELMSFORD CLEANERS 
and LAUNDERERS 

12 CENTRAL SQUARE 

CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

For those who want the best 

LAUNDRY 

SHIRTS 

COLD FUR STORAGE 

REPAIRING 

INVISIBLE MENDING 

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY SERVICE 

Tel. GL 3-1520 

The Explosives Department 

of 

E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co. 
INCORPORATED 

Congratulates the town of 

CHELMSFORD 
on their 300th Anniversary 

BEITER THINGS FOR BEITER LIVING ... THROUGH CHEMISTRY 
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A FEW CHELMSFORD FIRSTS 
The first person born in Chelmsford was Joseph 

Parker, son of Joseph and Margaret Parker, and 
he was born on Mar. 30, 1653. 

The first '"'caver was William Howl who was 

admitted as an inhabitant in May, 1656, and he 

\\13.S granted a certain tract of la.nd on condition 
he set up his trade of weaving and perform the 

towns work. 

The Rev. John Fiske was the first pastor in the 

meeting-house of the first settlers. He came from 

Wenham. 

The first saw-mill was erected by Samuel Adams 

in 1656, and a little later he started the first com• 

mill. 

In 1664 mention is made o[ Edward Spalding,; 

orchard. 

Compliments of 

The first school house in Chelmsford was built 

in 1818, and was paid for by individual subscrip• 

tjon. 

The first census in l 741 gives the population as 

made up of 415 males and 438 females, but no 
mention is made of the number of children. 

The first mention of the number of houses is in 

the 1764 census, which states there were 133, and 

there were 176 families. 

The first recording of the number of deaths in 

Chelmsford for any one year was in 1742, when 

the number is given as 26., and tbe year 1751 must 

have been a very healthy one, for the number of 
deaths in the town for that particular year was 6. 

Mrs. Dorcthy Williams, who died Feb. I I , 1790 

is the first one recorded as reaching the age of one­

hundred years. 

Saunder~ ~uneral ~ome 

Est. 1900 

HORACE E. WILE, Director 

WALTER R. HEDLUND, Associate 

90 WESTFORD STREET 
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Congratulations 

to the 

TOWN OF CHEL1'ISFORD 

Massachusetts, on its 

Three Hundredth Anniversary 

and 

Best Wishes for the Future 

SECOND BANK - STATE STREET TRUST COMPANY 
BO STO N MASSA CHUSETTS 

111 FRANKLIN STREET 

STATE STREET OFFICE: 
Co.r. State and Congrffl Screccs 

UNION TRUST OFl'!CE: 
24 Federal Street 

STATLER Ol'FICll: 
Cor. Arllngcon a.nd Provideote Streets 

COPLEY SQUARE OFFICE: 
S81 Boylston St:rc."et 

MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE OFFICE: Coe. Massacbuu:tu Avenue and Boylston Stteet 

Membtr Frderat R~serve Sysl-em ... Member P4dcr,,t DeposU Imurance CorporaJion. 

MEMORIAL TO 

~alter ~. ~ellefrille, Jjr. 

World War II Killed in Action 1944 

WALTER B. BELLEVILLE, Jr. Square 

South Chelmsford, Mass. 
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WE have been part of 

Lowell for a great many years. 

NOW we are proud to be 

part of Chelmsford also. 

IN both communities, our 

tradition of quality is deep-rooted. 

0 I LLO N c lea ner s 

22 CENTRAL SQUARE 

5 E. Merrimack St. 528 Broadway Tel. GL 8-8404 



YOU CAN'T MAKE A MISTAKE ON ANY 

PURCHASE YOU MAKE AT -

A6-P! 

This is more than a promise - it's a guarantee that you'll never risk 
a penny on any item you buy at A&P. At A&P the sale is never completed 
until you're completely satisfied. The sale must measure up to your every 
expectation - or, A&P will promptly refund your money-no questions 
asked. 

You can't make a mistake on any purchase you make at -

A&P SUPER MARKETS 

THE PARKHURST PRESS 
CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

For more than Fifty Years 
A Printing Firm of Reliability 
in Central Square, Chelmsford 

RICHARD L. MONAHAN 

Blake Memo,-;al Funcr•I Home 
CoJtTJ.ANDT J. 8UJtXINSUA\\' 

F. WAr.tltE:-1 jOH!{STOX 

Compliments of 

R. W. ACKLEY 

69 

Doing Business as 

J. C. & W. T. MONAHAN 

CIVIL ENGINEERS & LAND SURVEYORS 

Member of 

National Society of Professional Engineers 

245 Main St. 

'"' est Chelmsford 

Established I 920 

97 Central St. 

Lowell, Mass. 



Compliments 

of 

~. o4. t!.,eone & Son6, ~ nc. 

300 Thorndike Street 

Lowell, Mass. G L 8-8368 

Exclusive TIMKEN DEALER 

for 

OIL 

FUEL OIL 

Stop in and Say "Hello" 

t o 

a t 

NORTH CHELMSFORD WINE & 

LIQUOR STORE 

2 Vina l Square 

& GAS 

HEATING 

24 Hr. Service 

·woRLD'S FINEST MILK" FROM THOROUGHBRED CJ.TTLE. 

Ch.clmsford's leading Dairy, owned and operaled in 
Chelmsford since 1936. A JOO% local Product 100% 
local employees. Our modern plant located at 60 Rich­
nrd~on Road, No. Chelmsford, is completely up-to-date 
in cvc:ry w:\y. 

As Chelmsford grows, Subut·ban Fam1s is ready to 
serve. you th~ finest in dairy product$. 

For delivery service call - GL 2-2941 

SUBURBAN FARMS DAIRY 

Chelmsford, Mass. 
We feature i ,finiatures CLcJ"wicw 2-5531 
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Walter H . Dinnigan 
Prt1$man 

I 

Bernard LaCourst 
Prt.srman 

Lucy M. Pottt'r 
Multi(itli OJ,rrator 

?.L Lydia Mercier 
O,'ndcry 

Joyce B. Amson 
Binda11 

1920 
Started business in this building 
Newfield S t . No. Chelmsford 1930 

Moved to a section oF 
Southwell Ccmbing Co. 

Foundry St. No. Chelmsford 

4 
N. Philip Nelson 

F"nmon -Evc:Jyn R. L('slie_ 
Binder~ Donald L Robinson Robert t.. Wetmore 

Compositor Loy-out 

1950 
Built: our New Home 

ot 10 Middlesex St. No. Chelmsford 

35 W.,ear6 
IN CHELMSFORD 

'i)icken 'i)ri.ntiK'3 eo. 
AND ITS EMPLOYEES 

Thonk oil those who hove helped us to 
grow with their friendliness ond 

p..atrona 

7l 

RQbcrt E. Picken 

,, 
• 
' 



FRED. C. CHURCH CO. 

DEPENDABLE 

INSURANCE 

Temporary Oflice 

40 Warren Street 

Dial GL 8-6838 
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IT HAPPENED IN CHELMSFORD 

In 1844 the town paid Bcnj. Obear $3.00 dam­
ages for spilling milk. 

Jos. Bailey was paid $3.00 in 1844 for going to 
Jaffrey, N. H. to stay. 

In 1873 the bounty paid on woodchucks and 
crows was $170.00. 

In 1728-29 Simeon Spaulding built the house at 
the corner of Dalton and North Roads. Dr. Dalton, 
a great-grandson of Simeon was born in this house 
and Dalton Road was named for him. 

In the 1908 town report there 
was an appraisal of one nigger 
$5., and one voter in town meet­
ing wanted to know whose nigger 
it was, and the moderator said it 
must belong to the Colonel .. they 
always had one. It is probable 
that a "giggcr" was intended in 
the report. 

A Bag pole was raised on the 
south-cast corner of the Common 
on Nov. 7, 1864 and was paid for 
by public subscription. 

lo 1866 there was a school for 
the deaf at the comer of Ac.adcmy 
Street and the North Road, and 

Chelmsford had two delegates in the first Pro­
vincial meeting at Concord in 1774, they were 
Jonathan W. Austin, Esq. and Samuel Perham, Jr. 

In accordance with the plan of this provincial 
congress for the immediate defense o( the province, 
Chelmsford voted to raise fifty-two men, including 
officers, who were to be "disciplined,. half a day 
every week. 

The following was an article in the town warrant 
in I 774. 

0 To see if the Town \\'ill empower some 
suitable persons to take such measures as they 
shall think proper to punish and discourage 

vice and profanenes.sJ and c.alJ 
to an account idle, disorderly 
persons, who waste their time 
and substance in public houses 
at unlawful gaming, horse .. rnc .. 
ing and excessive drinking, fro .. 
licking and sabbath-breaking." 

To carry out this article adopt· 
ed by the town meeting, a com­
mittee consisting o( the Selectmen 
and fifteen others were empower­
ed, "to devise and execute such 
mcasu.res as they mny think pro­
per for promoting a reformation 
among persons of the above des· 
cription.0 

its location is now commemorated Part of the report 0£ this com-
by a stone marker. mittee reads as follows;-

A classical school was opened in "that their company be shun-
1825 at the llaptist parsonage. C>tELMSFORD TowN HALL ned; and that people leave off 

In 1778 the legislature ordered a. levy of shirts, dealing with them as far as is <"onsistcnt with 
shoes ancl stockings for the anny, of \',:hich this good reason and justice, not entertaining them 
towns propottioo was 47 shirLS and as many pairs i11. their houses by nighL or by cla.y; but mani-
0£ stockings and shoes. fosting a dislike to their conduct, and bearing 

1n 1777 the town voted to accept 80 bushels of 
sa.lt provided by Lhe government for the to~ .. 'n. 

In 1776 a soldier returning from the army, called 
ot Dr. Jonas Marshalls; who with his whole family 
took the small pox from him. Mrs. Marshall and 
two o( their children died. 

The Rev. John Fiske, lhc first minister in 
Chelmsford, came in 1654 or 1655. He was past 
the meridian of life at that time, and for several 
years there wa~ no other minister nearer than 
Concord or Woburn. During the latter part of his 
ministry he was carried to church in a <'hair and 
preached sitting. 

The second minister was the Rev. Thomas Chirk, 
who served for about twenty-seven years. The 
inscription on his monument reads as follows;-

Thc remains of the Rev. Thomas Clark, the 
faithful Pastor of the Rock of Christ in Chelmsford, 
arc here committed to the dust. In the faith and 
hope of a blessed resurrec<ion, he breathed his soul 
into the bosom of Jesus, Dec. 7, 1704, (and 27 of 
his ministry). 
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testimony agai11.st their vicious practices, look 
upon them as disturbers of the peace and good 
order of society; that the connniucc converse. 
v .. •ith such pctsons, and use their endcavoJ'$ to 
reform thctn; and thi,t th~c continuing in 
such practices, be put out by the committee to 
some honest and lawful employment; and 
finally that the town will aid, assist and sup­
port said committee in proceeding with such 
offenders accordingJy." 

The. above, hrepon was unanimously accepted 
and the measures it prescribes, were found effectual 
to the desired re.form," according to the historical 
record, and it points to the fact that some of the 
coloniaJ troubles were not u11Jike some we stiJJ 
have. 

The Selectmen at the time of the above were, 
David Spalding, Capt. Oliver Barron, Joseph War­
ren, John Minot, Zebulon Spalding. 



"This 
OILIER OIL 

can 
SAVE 

YOU MONEY!" 

Owning a ear doesn't have to be 
expensive! Amalie Motor Oil 
cuts your repair bills, because jt 
does a better job of lubrication! 
Why? Because Amalie's special 
refining process uses lower re· 
fining temperatures -The life 
isn't 'cooked' out of the oil-the 
naturlll lubricating power is 
preserved! You get Jess engine 
wear-less engine trouble! 
Change to 100%-pure-PeMsyl• 
vania Amalie Motor Oil today! 

ONE OF THE MANY GOOD PRODUCTS 

Towers Motor Parts Corporation 

serving Chelmsford and the Lowell area since 1922 

80 CHURCH STREET LOWELL 
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THE MIDDLESEX CANAL 

Gov. Sullivan and Loami llaldwin were the 

originators of the projoct or building the Middlesex 

Cana.I, and the projectors al\d othcn associated 

with them were incorporated in I 793, and Laomi 

Baldwin Wa.$ the superintendent and sole engineer 

through the whole project. T he canal was twenty­

seven rniles long and thirty feet wide and it was 

completed and opened in 1804, and the system or 

collecting tolls was established in 1808. The re­

ceipts in 1810 amounted to 15,000 dollars, in 1815 

to 24,926-estimated income or 1616 was 30,000 

dollars. "Forty thousand dollars would yield a 

dividend of 6 per cent on the cost, and pay the 
expense of management and ordinary repairs. 1~he 

property is divided into 800 shares. The toll euab­

lished by law is 1/16 of a dollar per ton for every 
mile carried on the canal.'• "There were seven 
aqueducts over _rivers and streams and twenty 

locks." The canal tenninatcd in what was known 

as the Charlestown Mill pond, an artificial basin. 

The canal was not a finandal succ1.:ss1 never paying 

over I per cem on the investment.. 

THE FIRST LIBRARY 

Through the efforts or the Rev. Hezekiah Pack· 

ard a social library was started on Jan. 6, I 794, 
which is the date when the society wa.~ organized. 

This !ibrary was supported by annual assessmentS 
on the shares, and by the addition or new membe.rs. 

This library socic,y was incorporated in Jan. 1812, 

under Lhe name,-Proprietors of the Social Libra­

ry in the Town of Chelmsford. At this time the 

library had 350 volumes, and the society at this 

time bad about eighty members. T he price of a 

new share was thJ'ee dollars and fifty cents. 
ADAMS LIBRARY 

HURRICANES 

Tropical hurricanes visited this region in the 

early colonial days" the first one mentioned was on 
Aug. 15, 1635 when, uMany houses were bJown 
down, many more uncovered. The T nd.ian com 
was beat down to the ground so as not to rise again. 
T he tide at Narragansett rose 20 feet perpendicu­
larly. The Indians were obliged to betake them­

selves to the trees, and yet rnany of the,n were 
drowned by the return or the tide before the us,ial 

hour. Immense nurnbe.rs of the fores t. trees were 

75 

destroyed. The extremity of it continued five or 

six hours." 

On $epL 18, 1815 another hurricane passed 
through this section, and the destructive gale is re~ 

ported to have,- '"upset and moved out of place 

most or the smaU buildings, and several barns in 

this town. A considerable proportion or the !roil 

and forest trce.s were broken down, eradicated, or 
prostrated to the ground. The wood blown down 

and destroyed in Chelmsford, is estimated at 

50,000 cords." 



A ,i.u and p«lttJ# for ~Pe')' p~t ond puru by 
C.Onada Dry-"TM But Name in 8e1.,-e.ro,e1" 

/he name yoa Anom 
STANDARD OF QUALITY THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
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CHELMSFORD PERSONS 
AND ITEMS 

Henry Sparks married on July I 0, l 776, Martha 

Barrett of Chelmsford, who was imprisoned for 
more than a ·year in Bos1on on suspicion of witch­

craft. 

A CLERCYMANS SALARY 

1N THE EARLY DAYS 

The Rev. Thomas Clarke, the second pastor of 

the only church in Chelmsford, was ordained and 
installed in l677. Near the IJ<eginning of his minis· 

try, May 31, 1679, "a tract of land thirty acres of 

upland and swamp be it more or less," was given 

by the town for the ministry. In the contract o( 

settlement among other things it was stipulated 

that, "The inhabitants of Chelmsford do agree to 
pay Mr. Thomas Clarke the just sum of £80 in 

manner following, viz;-"Twenty pounds in cur­

renL money and sixty pounds in provisions, viz:­

Twenty pounds in corn of all sorts, as God gives. 

The other twenty in pork, beef and other flesh, but 

not c.xcccding 2~ pence per pound. More over jt is 
agreed that the town shall supply Mr. Clarke with 

wood for his family yearly, which is by agreement 
30 cords yearly." A dwelling house was al,so built 

by the town for the Rev. Clarke. 

The present Unitarian Church is the fourth one 

on this location, and it was built 1842-43, and dedi­

cated on April 13, 1843. The previous church 

(third one) was bt>rncd on Feb. l3, 1842. The first 

meeting house \Vas built in 1655, "and probably 

made of logs hewed and locked together," as there 
was no saw mill in the settlement ontil 1656. The 

second meeting house on this location was erected 

in 1710, during the pastorate of the Rev. Samson 
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Stoddard. It is stated that this second church 

building cost "330 pounds current money together 

with the old meeting house." 

The Unitarian Church was a. community church 

up to the year )831 and until then it was supported 

by town funds. On March I, l83l a parish meet­

ing wai:. held and the following action takcn,­
uVoted to choose all necessary parish or society 

officers distinct from the town officers, and that 

hc:rcaftcr this society wHJ transact its business in 

parish or society meetings." 

TRANSPORTATION COMPETITION 

When the Boston to Lowell railroad went into 

full operation the receipts 0£ the Middlesex Canal 

were reduced one-chird in amount in a year, and 

when lhe LoweJI to Nashua railroad went into 

operation the income of the Canal was agaln re­

duced by another third, and the canal could no 

longer meet expenses of operation. 

LONE PINE TREE ON SUMMIT 

OF ROBINS HILL 

The Chelmsford Eagle under date of Dec. 15, 

[883. 

"Robins Hill in the town of Chelmsford, is 
kno\',:n to every resident of Lowell and the sur,, 

rounding towns. lts lone pine on the summit is 
rccogniz,,d by people living 40 mik, distant, and 

the sailors far out at sea hail itS feathery top, and 
know that Boston light is not far away. The view 

Crom the sunlinit is one of unsurpassing loveliness." 



HOME-COMING 
EVENTS 

MR. LEROY w. ALLEN 

·Mr. Allen will be Chelmsford's Guest Conductor at the Tercentenary Old Folks' Concert scheduled 
for Friday evening, June 10th at the High School Auclitorium. 

A native of Chelmsford, Mr. Allen now makes his home in Los Angeles, California. He recently 
retii-ed from the University of California at Los Angeles where he had been chairman of its Department 
of Music and director of bands and the Symphony Orchestra. 

:Mr. Allen's father, Mr. Arthur W. Allen, was a resident of Chelmsford for many years and was the 
director of the Old Folks' Concert. during Chelmsford's 250th Anniversary. He was the organizer and for 
many years the director of Allen's Cornet Band of Billerica. It is a pleasure to welcome his son, Leroy Vi/. 
Allen, during this, our 300th Anniversa,y. 

A chorus, of Chelmsford residents, accompanied by an orchestra will present an Old Folks' Concert 
which will serve as an appropriate introduction to the evening which is to be known as a "Home Coming 
Event." At this time those from near and far are expected to have a reunion with former friends and 
present residents of the Town. 

On Sunday evening, at the High School Auclitorium, a Tercentenary Choral Concert will be pre­
sented. vVell known sacred music classics will be sung by a large chorus oi Chelmsford men and women, 
accompanied by an orchestra, all under the direction of Mr. Arthur· N. Thompson of Chelmsford. Mr. 
T hompson will be in charge of all musical activities during the Tercentenary Celebration. 

As part of this Sunday evening program, the audience will be privileged to hear as Guest Speaker, 
Prof. Richard Cameron, Ph.D. of Concord, Massachusetts, Professor of Church History, School ofTheol­
ogy, Boston University. Prof. Cameron has chosen for his subject "Town and Gown in Chelmsford's 
History." 

The public is cordially invited to attend both the Friday and Sunday evening programs. There 
will be no admission charge. 

THIS PAGE CONTRIBUTED BY 

WM. P. PROCTOR CO. 
9 0 5 I 9 5 5 

Celebrating 50th Anniversary 
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Chelmsford's War Contributions 
Condensed from an hjstorical sketch p~pared 

By MRs. GeoRcE PARKHURST 

Al the time of the revolution, a century and a half 
had elapsed since the first scttlemem of the town. 
During much 0£ this time, beginning with King 
Philip's War, the people lived in constant fear of 
being attacked by savages and suffered heavy losses 
in Lhc French and Indian wars. The men of 
Chelmsford panicipated in all these campaigns. In 
1673, the Town's Rouse was builc upon Robin's 

.Hill, probably as a look-out, as the In­
dians' resentment against English at· 
tempcs to Christianize them grew. 

In 1674, gene.ml lndian uprisings 
were pl:utncd and lndian war parties l 
wreaked havoc as far as the Connccti .. 
cut valley, w ith CheJrnsford suffering 
from an att.'\Ck. 

Each count.y then had its regiment of 
tYainccl soldiers with Middlesex having 
15 companies of foot and one of cavaJ .. 
ry. Prominent Chc:Jmsford leaders were 
Lt. Thomas Henchman, CapL Thomas 
Wheeler, Capt. Samuel Hunting, Lt. 
J ames Richardsnn, John F iske, Jr., son 
of the minister; Sgt. Thoma.~ Adams 
and Major Simon Willard. 

In 1698, King Willinm's wa,· en­
flamed the cou11Lry. There were 19 
garrisons in Chelmsford during this 
time but short crops and frequent at­
tacks by Indians along Lhc frontier left 
the people ha,,1-prcsscd in obtaining ,, 
livelihood . Billerica and Tewksbury 
both were raided by the Jndians. 

In 1702, E ngland declared war against France 
and Spajn and Queen Anne's war was underway, 
with the New England Indians sympathetic lo the 
French. Towns were ordered to reinforce their 
defenses :u,d eight men were scnl lo Chelmsford, 
while the council advised that a company of 150 
men be set up around Chelmsford, Groton and 
Lancaster. William Tyng commanded the first 
Massachusetts company and many of the men were 
from Chelmsford. 

In May of 1725 a group of llay State companies 
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under Captafo John Lovewell of Dunstable at­
tacked Paugus and his. Pequawk(:ts at what is now 
Fryburg, Maine and in this group were Li. Jona­
than Robbins, Solomon Keys and John Chamber­
lain, all Chelmsford Natives and· Chamberlain is 
credited with having killed Paugus. 

Many men from Chelmsford took part in the 
expedition againsl LOltisburg in 1744 nnd i.n ~he 

succeeding battJes sevend Chelmsford 
men lost their lives. 

13y 1775, when the Revolutionary 
War started; Chelmsford people were 
divided as to their desire for s.cparaLion. 
Chelmsford had become a "modem" 
town with 1341 people. Chelmsford 
Minutemen responded to the battle of 
Concord and Chelmsford men played 
an important role in the Revolutionary 
\Var, with such Indian .. war•trruned 
men as Capt. John Ford, Capt. Benjo• 
min Walker, Capt. Oliver Barron and 
Lt. Col. Moses Parker becombig Icade.rs. 

At Concord Benjamin j>icrcc, fal11cr 
of Prcsiden~ Franklin Pie,ee; John 
Ford, Lt. Col. Sin,con Spaulding and 
many othel's took part, while at Bunker 
Hill Capt. Ford had his company fo 
the forclronl and here J oseph Spauld­
ing fired the first shot. 

During the Civil war, 218 1ncn Crom 
Chelmsford served and 25 were killed 
or died in the service, while in World 
War 1, 252 served and three lost their 

lives. The well-remeinbercd Second World War 
drew 1223 from Chelmsford and 43 of these gave 
their lives. 

So frorn the beginning to the presem, Chclms­
ford has played iq; port fo the building of the na­
tion and in its defense againsl any enemy who 
reared its head, and undoubtedly in c.hc years to 
come., should the nat.ion be enciangc.red, the people 
of Chelmsford can be relied upon to put into 
practice Lhe adn1onllion of their forcfat.hers : 11Let 
the Children Guard What The Sire, Have Won". 



What is a T own? 

A town isn't just a point on a map. 
It isn't only streets. 
It isn't simply houses or stores or schools. 
A town is people. And a town takes its character 
from the kind of people who live in it as surely as an 
old shoe conforms to the foot that wears it. 
Chelmsford is a good town - a friendly town -
because good and friendly people live m it. 
We' re proud, indeed, to be a business neighbor -
and a friend to these good and friendly people. 

HARVARD BREWING CO. 
Lowell, Massachuset:t:s 
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qoe're ~roud "Lo.o 
OF OUR 

.. 127 ~ear~ 

JUST as the Town of Chelmsford is proud of its 

300 years of progress, so too, are we proud of 

the financial services rendered to the people of 

Greater-Lowell, by the banks that made up the 

present day Union National Bank ... and which 

has served so faithfully for the past 127 years. 

YES, there's a deep rooted foundation to the 

Union Bank - a foundation built on great re­

sources ... capable, conscientious personnel ... 

and long experience. 

OUR assets, yea rs of experience and sound man­

agement give strength and permanence to this 

bank. But, our greatest asset is Public Confi· 

dence and Good-Will. 

UNION NATIONAL BANK 
OF LOWELL 

bl MERRIMACK STREET Dial GL 5-541 I 

4 CONVENIENT BRANCH BANKS 

t INSTALMENT LOAN CENTER 88 Prescott St. e WAMESIT BRANCH . ......... . 421 Middlesex St. 

• W. Centralville Branch 370 W. Sixth St. e FORT DEVENS BRANCH ...... Ayer, Mass. 

MEMBER OF FEDE:RAL DE:POSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
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