


7. Original owner (if known) DPavid Perham (b. 1813)

Original use church

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural : Education Religion X
Architectural ' Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry - Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The church is on the site of the Col Sampson Stoddard house, which was
probably built before 1737. Deacon David Perham bought the property for $1100 ]
in 1866 and soon after tore the house down. On July 10,1869 he sold the land N
with the new church on it for $8000 to the Deacons of the Central Baptist Church’
lhe local history states that the church building was erected at a cost of about
$11,000, about half of which was the gift of Deacon David Perham. "As one enter-
ed the upper room, he faced the assembled congregation, back of whom was the
choir. A massive built- 1n pulplt was in front beside the door. The pulpit seat
was a large sofa..esiees"”

Deacon Perham was long remembered for his business foresight in the manage-
ment of churchaffalrs, but less publicized was the fact that he kept an ample
supply of hard cider in the basement of the building.

On July 6, 1903 the church was endangered by “"fire smouldering at the :
center of the easterly side of the roof, undoubtedly due to a cinder wafted from
the first fire nearly a fourth of -a mile distant. Fifteen minutes later and
probably this building . would have shared the fate of the less fortunate
Littleton street structure.”

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
Waters, "History of Chelmsford " 1917
Chelmsford Newsweekly, 1955
Lowell Daily Courier: 7/6/1903
Beers 1875 Atlas; 1889 Atlas
Middlesex North District Registry Deeds Bk. 69, p .2414Bk.52,pg.538;Bk.7,pg.101;
Plan Bk.M, Plan 76 -
Chelmsford Eagle, Jan. 1, 1876
Enslie Mills, Arnaud Blackadar -~ members of the church 1977









WD

6e'"Chelmsford Eagle," January 1, 1876
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"The Baptists, in charge of Broes 0.C.S. Wallace, worship in a very
pretty churech, of modérn style, located charmingly, facing the
common, and the southe

"Chelmsford Vital-Statisties to- 1850", PEe 449
Stoddard, Sampson, bure. Apr. 28, 1777, a, 68{ y

Middlesex North District Registry of Deeds

Book 52, pge 538 10/17/1868 Barney P. Dickenson of Lowell to
Dav1d Perham
2% acres land with buildings thereon

: $1100

Book 7, pge 101 10/22/1789 Levy Wilder of Lancaster, Administra=-
tor of Estate of Sampson Stoddard
to Samuel Pitts, merchant,
Land, mansion house & shop adjolning
190 pounds
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Residence of Minot A. Bean destroyed by Fire
Located in Littleton Street
Broke out at 11 o'clock Saturday Nicht and Burned
House to Foundation - Insurance 34000

After a guiet and uneventful day, free from accidents and all

demonstrations except.the usual and expected fuselade of fire-crackers
and other specialties of the =lorious Fourth, Chelmsford Centre wound
u S#aturday with a display of fireworks unexpected, unwelcomed and
most disastrous in results. About 11l o'clock at nirht the residents
of Littleton Road were aroused by shouts and calls which at first esome
supposed came from boys as a close to the day's observance; but, a
§%ow of lizht speedily followin~=, it was then apparent that a fire was
rosress. ‘ _

ghose first on the street discovered that it was located on the
premises of Minot A. Bean and it was not lon; before a large crowd
had gathered from the village and a mile or more away as the flames
vere visible at quite a distance. 'hose who first saw the fire state
that it bezan in the ell of the house, a two-story structure which was
connected with the barn. Mr. & Mrs. Bean and their little daurhter
left their home at 9 o'clock in the mornins and spent the day with IMrs.
Bean's arents, Deacon and Nrs. Georze F. Locke who live in a westerly
part of the town about 2 miles from the Centre. They had no knowledge
of the destruction of their property until informed about 1 o'clock
Sunday morning; by Mr. Zben T. Adamg who drove over to inform them.

- the janitor of the Unitarian Church rang the alarm as soon as
notified of the fire but many were earlicer on the scene. The Town ladder
truck did not arrive until 11:30 when the buildings were practically
consumed. No attempt was made to save them as the flames had obtained

2t ~headway but most of the contents of the parlor sitting room
588 dIﬁ&BL ?88& Xe?g carried out includins a valuable Sohmer piano. A
silver service, the family wardrow, beds and beddin~, valuable vapers
and many articles cherished because of their associations, were
destroyed. .

The barn contained no livestock but had been filled up by Mr. Fean for
the manufacture and packinz of a child's rame which he had patented and
orders for which he was fillin7. In the cellar he had 10,000 paper boxes
stored, and about 1000 sames were nearly ready for shipment. These were
all burned as well as a wagon belon:ins to Deacon Locke and 2 harnesses
the property of Mr. Bean. .

"he fire did not reach two larse hen houses in .the rear of the barn,
and a steel windmill is also intact. ‘he cinders from the burning
buildings seriously threatened the nearest houses. One belon—ing to Mrs.
M. Hutchins and occupied by Albert Brigham and family is only about 50
feet from the Bean premises and its prescrvation is due to the vigonous
efforts of men stationed upon the roof to throw water upon it from such
peinss pails and buckets as could be obtained. The Johnson pumps acain
demonstrated their effectiveness and at this stase of the fi~ht arainst
the flames the to n ladders came into ~ood service. The other house in
peril for a short time was that of lMr. Charles D. Clark on the opposite
side of the street and in direct linz of the flyin- timbers driven by
the wind which fortunately was very lirht, otherwise probably half a
dozen more houses would have shared the fate of the Bean homestead. At

12 o'clock the fire was practically out and the buildin~s were burned to
the foundation walls. ' '
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The cause of the fire is unkno'm. By some it was attrmbuted to a
stray sky rocket but, as those who first saw the fire assert that it
caught from inside of the ell, that theory secna'lmprobable. Then too,
the rocket firing in the nelfhborhood had a very different trajectory.

The insurance on the bulldlnts 1%,“”000 placed by C. W. whldden,
Lowell, in two companjee The household goods were insured for plOOO and
there 1s a special insurance. of $500 on Mr. Bean's boxes and wares in
the barn.

At 12: 4) o'clock and before all had left for their homes, the fire
alarm again rans; from the Unitarian Church and word was soon passed
that the Baptist Church was on fire. There was a general rush for that
edifice and it was found that a fire was moulderlnﬁ at the center of
the easterly side of the roof, undoubtedly due to a cinder waflted
from the first fire nearly a fourth of a mile distant. The town trucks
were in evidence a little earlier this time and with long ladders the
incipient fire was soon extinguished. Fifteen minutes later and probably
this building would have shared the fate of the less fortunate Littleton
street strusture. This second fire was discovered by two youns men,
Stewart Redman and Roy Allen who were on their return from escortines
home two young women who had been present at the first outbreak. Their
sharp eyes made the divcovery when quite a distance from the church and
they wasted no time in giving the alarm.

Among the incidents of the evenins may be mentioned the proofratlon
of Mrs. Brizham who was taken to a neichbor"s until the safety of her
home was assured. Clarence Kelley, drugzést"s clerk, was assisting in
removing furniture from the Bean house and finding that the atmosphere
was too smoky for breathing purposes made a hasty ewis-shweusk exit throu-}
a closed window, and in doing so, severly cut his wrist requirin~ a
surgeon's aid. Fireward F. A. Hazen was early on the scene and his
?g§8gia%ﬁéyM8}v1ne Walker, as soon as notified and with the volunteer

v did excellent work in savinz other buildings

Mr. & Mrs. Bean have the sincere oympathy of the communlty in this
sudden loss of their pleasant home. .

Everyone who witnessed the fire of Saturday nichl with its possibili-
ties of a much more extensive conflagration must have come to the
conclusion that this section of the town has very inadequate protection
acainst experiences of this sort. Johnson pumps, a few buckets and
half a dozen ladders are sufficient to cquelch a fire in its incipient
stazes, but when it gets the but between its teeth, so to speak, as it
often will in a country villace or more sparsely uettlod communities,
then more effective eXulnfuishers should be at hand and there should
be a better organization of the fightins forces. There should be better
preparation for the next lesson. :



|Che|msford Newsweekly May 6, 1954 |



Fred Merriam
Chelmsford Newsweekly May 6, 1954
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