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Organhation for CJiclmsfon:J HL$toricaJ Conmiis.sion 

Date (month i ;~or) 0<:tober 2004 

AUe$$0t'J Numb.., USGS Qulld AIW(s) Form Numt,;.., 

! 110/410/3 ! I Billerica 11 ! 283 

Town Chelmsford 

Plat~ (rwighborhood or WI/age) 
South Chelmsford 

s 200 Acton Rood 

c Name Calvin Wright House 
' 
'rtRnl rt$iclenoe: I f°:uu.ily 

)riginal residence: I f3mily 

Construction 1843 

ta., records; Lester Ball; Ethel Wriglu 

,nn Geo~ 

:t/Builder sec page 2 

• Mat,rial: 

ion cut gra.nite 

- ··" •• i.m wooden clapboards 

Roof gables to the sides 

Outbuildi.ngs/S«ondary Struclure;s 
A ku:ge barn with wooden cfapboards; enclosed 
walkway/shed ; it conncas the house and bam. 
The barn was buih in 1844. 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

sec act:lcllments 

Condition good 

Movtd G;l oo O y., Date 

Acreage 44.300 sq. foer: 

~ttine: rural but on Rt. 27~ rolling topograph~ 

Follow ,\ f.o.t.tOchN!WtlJ Historirof ( --...utOJ S11nity ,\ ((lr,N(J/ i11.,1~tk,,u ;OT «>mplcth1g Jl,i., j(H'Pft. 



FORM B BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETIS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETIS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETIS 02125 

Photograph 
(3 ·• x 3" or J.J/2' ' X .5·· black and whire only) Label photo On 

back with town and property oddreu. RttC<Jrd film roll and 
negatfre numbers hue <>n the /()mt. Staple phQlo to left side of 
form over this sp<,ce. A11ach addiliona/ photos 10 contlnuation 
sheets. 

Roll Negative(s) 

lrsJI 2 

Skttch Map 
Draw a map showing the building ·s location in relation to the 
nearest cro.sr $lrtets t111dlor 1ttajor natural /eot11rt$. Sh<YW all 
buildings be/Ween im•entoried building (Ind ntartJt Jnreructlon 
or natural feature. UJl>el Street$ Including ro11te nu,nben., if any. 
Circle and number the inventoried building. Indicate n-Orth. eer 
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Organization for Chelmsford Historical Commission 

Date (momh I year) October 2004 

Assessor' s Number USGS Quad Afeal(s) Form Number 

! 110/4 10/3 ! I Billerica ! ! ! 283 

Town Chelmsford 

Place (neighborhood or WI/age) 
South Chelmsford 

Addrt-ss 200 Acwn Road 

Historic Name Calvin Wright House 

Uses: Prcstnt residence. family 

Original ~ idencc: family 

Date of Construction 1843 

Source ta., n:oords: Lester Ball: Ethel Wright 

Style/Form Georgian 

Architect/Builder see page 2 

E.1terior Material: 

Foundation cut granite 

WalVTrim wooden clapboards 

Roof gables to the sides 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 
A large barn with wooden. clapboards; enclosed. 
waJkway/shed ~ it connects the house and barn. 
The barn was buiJt in 1844. 

Major Alterations (with datu ) 

s.ee auachmt:nts 

Condition good 

Moved ~ no O yes Date 

Stttina rural but on Rt. 27: rolling to()OSraphy 



BUILDING FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION Os« co,,1inuo11on shee1 
De.scrif>l' architechlrol ftaturt$. Evaluate the charocleriSIIC$ of this building in 1erm.1 Q/ other buildings wilhin the co,,11mmiry. 

Benjamin Chamberlain kepi a tavern in wha1 has been called lhe Spaulding or Lovering house (lnv.#22). He liked lhe plan of Ibis 
house and built a ''replica" of it for his daughter Martha when she married CaJvin T. \Vright, Dec. 14. 1842. However, this house 
is a smaUer ,·ersion of that at 109 Billerica Rd. This residence has only Sxl bays~ the older house has Sx2 . This structure has 
changed but a little over the years. Entry into the kitchen, which was ln the ell, Y."'35 on the right, Across the kitchen was a narrow 
pan1ry v.ith a window. In back of the panl'ry was another little room where grains used for cooking were kept. The hired man ·s 
room was over the kitchen. An ash tn:e was planted outside the kitchen for shade. but it was cut doY.11 during the Alcorn 
o,,11ers.hip ( l936"'68). An cndoscd porch is on the right side of the main house, bul its age is not known. 
At some time during the period of 1936- 1968 there was a fire, after which some partitions were removed, Some signs of the fire 
remain in the an.ic. but there a.re no indica.tions of a center chimney ever being there. 
The barn was erected in 1344~ and architecture suggests that the connecting shed is not much younger, if at all. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE f» S<t contlnuaiion sh,., 
DiSCIJSS tht history of the building. &plain Us ()JSOCla1ion, with /oe,a/ (or state) hisu,,y. lncludt use..s of tht building. and the role(s) the 
ownt.r.s/()CCUpant.f; play~d v.'ithin tht «>ntmumry. 
Calvin T. and Martha Wrighl lived in this house at 200 Acton Road for all their married life) raising five children to adulthood. A 
daugh~r and a son died young. Calvin, like his father Zaccheus, was a farmer, and he liked to Y.'Ori< with stones and rocks. One 
morning !heir oldest son, George 8 . B. Wright. "~nt for lhe cows and on lhe way passed • beau1iful pcacl, i=. He had been told 
that it was bad for him to eat fruit before breakfast, but the 1emptation was too great - but he didn't get sick. In 1882 he and his 
bride, Adelaide (Henshaw), lived in an apartmenl in an extension in the back of the. barn (later used by farmhands but since 
removod). CaJ\•in was rq>orted to be "ooc of the upright, lndustrious farmers of the town." Martha was the first parent to rue, in 
1891, 00( quite 70 years old. Follo\\ing her molher's death. Juliette '"presided ove,r the home", Martha and Calvin ·s youngest son, 
Edward, moved in with bis widoY,'Od father and Juliette a ye.ar before Calvin's death in June 1899. 80 years old. Catvin"s health 
had been declining for several years. Edward was a farmer and milk dealer; he :ind Juliette lived there together until his dea.th in 
Occcmber 1932. Juliette became quite blind in her later years, and one day when she went to the out-house, a 3-holer located at 
the rear of chc shod. she almost used the paper which cleared the title for the house, but just in time she rcalit.ed the texture was 
wrong. In 1936 she sold the property, and spent the last part of her life in Melrose with her married sister Caroline Parkhurst. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES D see continuation sheel 
Maps: 1831; 1856 Walling's Couniy Map; 1875 Beers' Alias; 1889 Walker Map 
Ethel M. Wright: undated paper. She died Apr. 25, 1948. 
Middlesex Nonh Disuict Registry of Deeds, Nonh Bk. 19, pg. 20 
Real Estatc/Tax Valuation records 
Chelmsford Succ1 Directories 
Building Inspector Records: nolhing pcrtinenl 2004, 1996, 2004 
To,.11 Cleric's Records 
Assessors' Records 
Mrs. Alice Dryden 
Mrs. Adelaide Ball, Lcsier Ball ; Mrs. Charlotte DeWolf 
LlMca Warner, told Jane Vooys. Cook for the Alcorn family. 

D Reoornmended for listing in the National Register of Hi$toric Plaoes. 1/ checked. ~" mu.st attach a completed National 
ReRi.ster Criteria Statement form. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSEITS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSEITS 02125 

HISTORY: 

Town Property Address 

An:.ll(s) · Form No. 

D c.:l 2=s3;.....__ 

The next owner, Edward Alcorn, rented out the house for three years to Ed & Alice Dryden - for 
S 15/month rent. Alice later recalled memories of a very cold parlor and no bathroom in the main 
house, but also that two of big bedrooms upstairs had fireplaces. In 1943 Edward Alcorn, the 
owner, moved there and he, like the Wrights, was also a farmer. However, in 1944 he sold the 
property to his married brother Walter and moved into an apartment at 40 Byam Road. Walter 
and his wife, Mary moved into Acton Rd., where he was also a farmer and raised turkeys . 
During busy harvesting periods they hired Mr. and Mrs. Walter Werner, Mr. Werner to help on 
the farm and his wife Linnea as a cook .. Walter Alcorn died in 1968 and his widow, Mary, sold 
the property the same year and moved to 16 Maple Road. That ended the lifetime of the property 
as a working farm. 

During the brief time that the Foley family lived in the house, kitchen was remodeled. 
A physician, Dr. Robert W. Millam, and his wife, Anna Mary, a registered nurse, were the next 
owners. They resided there about four years with at least four children. It was they who made 
some interior changes to the left room of the main house 

During the late 1970s to the mid 1980s the house was rented out. In 1985 Daniel and Jane Vooys 
purchased it and live here with their family. Daniel is an engineer Jane a retired registered nurse. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town 
CHELMSFORD 

Property Address 
200 ACTON ROAD 

Atca(s) - form No. MASSACHUSETI'S HISTORJCAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETI'S ARCHIVES BUILDING 

D ~l2_8_3_~ 220 MORJUSSEY BOULEY ARD 
BOSTON,MASSACHUSETI'S02125 

ALTERATIONS 

by 1882 
ca 1920s 
after 1920s 
after 1930 
after l 930 

after 1930 
1930-60s 

unknown 
ca 1972-4 
between 1972 - 1983 

???? 

1987 

small addition or "house" added to rear of barn; used as an apartment 
right (south) chimney in main house made much smaller 
batbrooms added 
exterior door on right (south) removed 
north wall of small room I" floor of main house removed 

the small room resembled that in I 09 Billerica Rd. & 79 Elm St. 
3 holer removed from rear of shed 
some partitions removed after fire under Alcorn ownership 

a few indications of the fire remain in attic 
enclosed porch addition: south side 
kitchen remodeled by Foleys 
barn made smaller, when apartment addition was removed 

at rear of barn, removed except for some foundation 
was cow barn l" tloor; 2 horse stalls above 
entrance for cows was at rear; now cemented up 

fireplace in I" tloor left room replaced with narrow shelves. 
matched fireplace in south room; now stored in barn 

plain double windows removed and replaced by sliding door 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTOIUCAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRJSSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

October 4, 2004 

,<,7clien LIi v easT "ide- barn 

To".n 
CHELMSFORD 

Property Address 
200 ACTON ROAD 

Ara($) ~ Form No. 

D c..:I 2~s3'---' 

.51)u.Th ~lde of' barn 



INVENTORY FORM CONTlNUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HJSTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEY ARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

October 4, 2004 f3a.rn 

Town 
CHELMSFORD 

Property Address 
200 ACTON ROAD 

D ._I 2""'s3_...., 

Norr/,, s ,·J~ 

Barn ncTe J'lt'l sl,dt'IIJ c/,Jr 
l<'ifc,hun el I 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSE'JTS HlSTORJCAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSE'JTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRJSSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

October 4, 2004 

Town 

CHELMSFORD 
Property Address 

200 ACTON ROAD 
Atta(s) · Form No. 

Morn, side: i-<:Tcl,en ell 



Hoae of ""· •.nd Hf'• , Wal \er A korn at 200 ActOf'I Road. 



Bk. 298). pg. 156 

Bk. 2700. pg. 703 

Bk. lo«. pg. 425 

Bk. 19S8. pg. 249 

Bk. 1927. pg. 691 

Bk. 1857. pg. 607 

Bk. 101 pg. 542 

200 Acton Road 
MidcUcscx Non.h Oisuic1 Registry or Deeds 

08/Q)/1985 

28/Ql/1984 

Walter F. & Nonna H. vonFrickcn to 
Daniel F. & Jane S. Vooys. 200 Acton Rd. 
$ 175.000 
44.974 sq. I\ & buildings: 

Lot 260, Campanelli plan, Plan Bk. 107. Plan 86 
same; Charles L. Enterson 1984 deed, bk. 2700. pg. 703 

Charles E. Emtr$0n 10 

Walter f . & Norma H. vonfricicen. 200 Acton Rd. 
$ 12S.000 
44.974 sq. ft & buildulg$: 

Lot 260, Carnponclli plan. Plan Bk. 107. Plan 86 
same: 1982 Brodford Realty Trust deed. bk. 2538, pg. 566 

There are mort dttds htrc at tbt Reginry 

1n8/1?12 

05/11/197 1 

06/1611970 

09/09/1968 

09/30/1944 

frands & Alexina Foley to 
Robcn W. & Anna Mary Milam. 200 Acton Rd. 
$44.300 
44. 97 4 sq. ft & buil<Ungs: 

Lot 260, Campanelli plan, Plan Bk. 107. Plan 86 
srune: Claude Han·cy 1971 deed. bk. 19S8. pg. 249 

C laude J. Harvey to 
Francis W. & AJe.~ina Foley. 200 Rd. 
$29.680 
44,974 sq. ft & buildings: 

Lot 260, Campanelli plan, Plan Bk. 107. Plan 86 

Campru1clli, Inc •. Braintree to 
Claude J. liJuvey 
$20.000 
44,974 sq. ft & buildings: Acton Rd. comer Bunting Tree L,ne 

Lot 260. Campanelli plan. Plan Bk. 107, Plan 86 
subjecc: Ways Provisions, 

in 1%9dccd bk. 1902.pg. 328 
same: Bk. 1357. pg. 607 

Ma,y B. Alcorn. v.idow, 10 
CampancUi Inc .. Braintree 
66.6 A. & buiJdings thereon: southwest side Acton Rd 

1968 plan to be recorded · 
subject: righls & casements. 

including rights granted New England Power Co. 
same: Edward E. Alcorn 1944 deed. bk. 1011, pg. 542 

E<M1ud E. Alcorn 10 
Charles W. & Maty B. Aloom 
I. 90 A. & building s lh=on: mth side Acton Rd. 
2. land adjoini.J18 # I, ca.Ued '1be Lane .. 

same: Ethel M. Wrigbt ct al 1936 deed. bk. 895. pg. 506 
). 9A. 32 rods. 134 ft. land 

3,. lot in Sweeney 19,14 deed, bk. 1004. pg. 459 



Bk. 895.pg.504 2/28/1936 

Bk. 895, pg. 505 12/28/1936 

Bk. 327. pg. 379 01/2l/1901 

Bk. 32K pg. 262 10/2611900 

Bk. 310, pg. 064 11n211898 

Ethe.IM. Wright., UUSlOC of Estate of Edward z.c Wright to 
Edward E. Alcorn 
!Ii portion 
90 A. & bui_lding.s thereon: south side Acton Rd. 

farm: ocx:upied by deceased & sis,er Juliette L. Wright 
right: 10 draw water from well on premises oonveycd by 
deceased 10 Elhcl M WrighL 1931 dood bk. 820, pg. 66 
subject: right$&. casements granccd New England Power Co 

Julicne L Wright. urunarricd. 10 
EdY.11rd E.. Alcorn 
',i portion 
90 A. &. bu.iJdi.ngs lhe:reon: south side Acton Rd. 

£arm: ooc:upied by dooe3sed & sister JuUcne L. Wright 
right to draw waler from well on premises oom,'Cycd by 
dcocased lo Elh<I M WrighL 1931 dood bk. 820, pg. 66 
suoj«i: rights & easements granted New Englaoo "°"~' Co 

Adelia M. Page. Carlisle. 10 
Edward Z.C. Wrighj & Juliette L Wright 
SIOOO 
I. lands: Chelmsford & Wesuord: owned by mother Manha H. Wriglu 
2. land & buildings: 1893 Chamberlain deed. bk. 245, pg. 188 
see also: 1876 Co-opcrati\'C Mutual Homestead Co. dcod to Martha H. 

Wrighl 
sec also: 1868 Wriglu 10 Paasci>c deed. bit. 62. pg. 447 
only heirs--aa-taw of Martha H. Wright: 

Edward, Juliene Wriglu, Adelia Page 
George B. Wright. Caroline A Parkhursl since her deocase granaod 

10 us au lhelr interest 

Carolu,e A. Parid,ur,i, Malden. 10 
Adelia M. Page. Carlis!~ Edward CZ. Wright. Julieuc L. Wright 
$1000 
I. IAnds: Chelms{ord & Wesiford: owned bY mother Manha H. Wriglu 
2, land & buildings: 1893 Chomocrlain dc<d, bk. 245. pg. 188 
see also: IS76 Co-operath'C Mutual Homes.cad Co. deed lO Martha H. 

Wriglu 
soc 3lso: 1868 Wrighl lo Paaschc deed. bk. 62, pg. 447 
only hcirs-ru-law of Martha H. Wright: 

Ed"1ml Juliette Wrigh1, Adelia , Caroline A. Park.bursa 
George B, Wrighl since her deocase granted to us his interest 

George B. Wright to 
Caroline A. Parkhurs1. Malden; Adelia M. Page, Lowell: Edward C.Z 

Wrighl. Lowell: Julicnc L. Wright 
$7( 
I. lands: Chelmsford & Westford; owned by mother Martha H. Wright 
2. land & building,: 1893 Chamberlain d«d. bk. 245. pg. 188 
sec also: IS76 Co-opcrath'C Mutual Homestead Co. deed to Martha H. 

Wriglu 
soc 3lso: 1868 Wriglu 10 Paascbe deed, bk. 62, pg. 447 
only heirs-a1-taw of their mother. Manha H. Wright : 

Edward,. Julicue. Adelia . Caroline A. , George 8. Wrighl 



Bk. 245, 188 05/01/1893 

Nonb: Bk. 019. pg. 020 06J27/1851 
South: Bk. 628. pg. 123 

Asen.a.th M. Cl:wnbcrl.ain. Lowell, wunarried, to 
Caroline A. Parkhun1, MAJdt,~ Adelia M Page. 

George B. Wrigjlt. lulicttc I... Wrigl>l; Edward C.Z. Wrigh~ Lo~dl 
a ll land in 18SI deed of CaMn Wright their father. to her father. 

Benjamin Ctwnbc:rlain. late of Wilton. NH. 
only heir$ of Benjamin Chamberlain.: Marth3 H. Wright her siS1cr. 

wife of CaMn Wright & mother of grantocs. 
subject: life (CnanC)' of Cal\'in Wright. 

Calvin T. WrighL. yeoman to 
8c.njamin Chamberlain, WH1on. NH. 
parocls; 

I, land: north side Robbins hill~ bounded southerly by ro:td by 
Josiah Byam· s land 

2. land; south side RobbitlS hill: bounded by road passing b)• house 
of Willi3m Hum.er 

3. "'ood &. meadow land: 
4. land: at ero.b)· rood. so a,llod 
s. Wld par,Jy in Chelmsford & panly in carlisle 
6. L,nd par,Jy in Chelmsford & par,Jy in Westford 

sul>jod: mort&3ge Zaocheus Wright for SSOO & now oansfened to 
Chambertain 



-
fl! 
II 



~ ! . ' ' ' 

1 ·' ~ ,/ , )' 
. ~ 
I I /'.. I 

I. \ 




