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1. Town Chelmsford 

Address )5 Acton Hoad 

Name. _____________ _ 

Present use residence - 1 family 

Present owner Ceor«e R , French 

3. Oescripllon: 

Source real est. val . /tax records 

Style _ _ _ ___________ _ 

Architect. ____________ _ _ 

Exterior wall fabric asbestos siding 

Outbulldlngs (describe) _n~o'-n~e ______ _ 

Other features ____ _ _ _ ____ _ 

see 
Altered rear deck added Date attached 

Moved. ____ ____ Date ____ _ 

Lot size: 
)0,400 sq. ft 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frootagc 1 99 Ceo t 

Approximate distance of budding from street 

____ 1_.1,L-,1.f.ee:.eec,t _______ _ 

6. Recorded by ..Jane B, Drurv 

Organlzationchel ms ford Hist, Commiss io! 

Date. ____ • .,_1.,a.io.uu.lla..i:r:J1y~8t..,--11..:.9'58!;01.._ __ _ 



7. Orl(lnal owner (U known) __________ ~1_8_8~6 ______________ _ 

Original"""--------------------------------

Subsequent uses (it any) and Mt.es _ ______________________ _ 

8. Tbeme.s (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
TbeAm 
Commerce 
Communication 
Commutlity development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry ___x..._ 
Military 
Political 

9 , Hlstorlcal significance (include explana.tlon of themes checked above) I 

This house was probably built , o- ~~-·aps moved here, by J ohn Farwell , 
a stone cutter, who purchased the land on March 28, 1867. In May of the 
same year he was t axed ->450 for the dwelling. 

Following his death in 1886 at age 75 years, the house was sold by 
public auction to Frank G. Pratt , then foreman of a Lowell loom harness 
manufactory. In 1889 Mr. Pratt built a paint shop east of the house on t he 
site of 29 Acton Rd., and wi th his) sons, resumed his previous occupation 
as house and carriage painter. As a result of several years experimenting, 
he produced an elastic oil finish, which became popular i n Conn. as well 
as in the local area. During the c l osing 5 years of the 19th Century, his 
work in paint took him to Conn., and the property was rented t o various 
tenants , including N.J. Loupret, a loca l photographer. 

I n 1916 his son John sold the house (but not the paint shop) and 
bui l t the dwelling next door at J9 Acton Rd . Some of the later residents 
included a mechanic, a patt ern maker. a foreman, and a finisher. all 
employed in Lowel l . 
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35 Ac t on noad 
Middlesex North Distr ict Registr y of Deeds 

Bk. 2314, pg. 297 

Bk . 1537, pg . ,548 

Bk . 1504 , pg . 79 

Bk. 1449, pg. 172 

Bk. 1449 , pg . 170 

Bk. 1261, pg. 555 

Bk. 821, pg. 48 

Bk. 812, pg . ,580 

Bk . 809 , pg . ,582 

Bk. 809, p~. 15 

Bk . 661, pg . ,569 

Bk. 551, pg . 4.5) 

7/10/1978 

11/20/1961 

1/5/1961 
Foreclosure 

deed 

8/20/1959 

8/19/1959 

7/12/19.54 

11/18/1932 

4/18/1932 

11/23/19)1 

11/ 9/1931 

6/ .5/1922 

)/1.5/1916 

Paul E. & Marion J . Pedersen to 
George R. French 
$30,000 
land & bui ldings thereon 

Guaranty Mort gage Corp., Westford, to 
Paul E. & Marion J. Pedersen 
land & buildi ngs thereon 

Guaranty Mor tgage Corp., Westford 

Frank P . Cur t ain, Lowel l , to 
Guaranty Mortgage Corp. , Westfo rd 
$7,000 
l and & build ings thereon 

Andrew H. & Grace V. Noyes to 
Fr ank P . Curtain , Lowell 
land & buildings t hereon 

Estate of Katherine M. Lincoln to 
Andrew H. & Grace V. Noyes 
$)700 
land & buildings t hereon 

Frank D. Lewis , Groton , to 
Katherine hl. Linco ln, Grot on 
l and & buildings t hereon 

Joseph H.L. Marsh, Laconia , N.H., to 
!-'rank D. Lewis, Grot on 
land & buil dings thereon 

Frank D. Lewis, Grot on, t o 
Joseph H.L. Marsh, Gilmant on Iron 

Wor ks , N.H. 
land & buil dings thereon 

Joseph 0. Giguere, Lowell , to 
Frank D. Lewis, Groton 
l and & buil dings t hereon 

Es tate of Mary A. Tri tes t o 
Joseph O. Giguer e, Pepperell 
.$1900 
land & bui ldings ther eon 

Nora L. Pratt t o 
Mary A. Tr ites, Lowel l 
land & buildings t hereon 



Bk . 440 , pg. J78 

Bk, 214, pg. 58) 

Bk. 214 , pg. 582 

Bk. 192, pg. J56 

Bk. 181 , pg. l 

Bk. 55, pg. 29J 

-2-

10/ 9/1909 

6/6/1890 

6/6/1890 

11/9/1887 
public auction 

4/29/1886 
mortgage 

J/28/1867 

Frank G. Pratt to 
Nora L. Pratt, wife of John H. Pratt 
li acres 

Charles O. Streeter, Lowell , to 
Frank G. Prat t 
ti acres & buildings thereon 

Julia M. Pratt , wife of Frank G. Pratt, 
to Charles 0. Streeter, Lowell 
li ac res & buildings thereon 

Charles T. Fish , Lowell, to 
Julia M, Pratt 
$i50 
1 . acres & improvements thereon 

Estate of J ohn Farwell to 
Charles T. Fish, Lowell 
$600 
li acres 

John C. & Maria J. Bartlett; Catherine 
M. Adams, widow-, to 

John Farwell 
li acr es land 

Compiled by J . Drury Nov. 26, 1979 



Lovmll Weekly our:-nal 

Nov. 4, 1887 - rhe Farwell estate, which was supposed to be so ld about a month 
ago, was again put up at auction M0 nday afternoon on account of an 'd:P\feP~lit1 

informality in the first sale. ·l'he property was knocked off to Frank C . Pratt 
of Lowell fo r $950, 

"'1y 4 , 1888 - r·rank C. Pratt has removed from Lowell and occupies t he "Parwell" 
~ouse . whic h he purchased last season . 

May )1, 1889 - F.C. Pratt is about to build a paint shop on the easterly part 
of his premises on Acton street. 

~pril 26, 1889 - Mr . Frank G. Pratt has resigned his position as foreman of 
the loom harness manufactory of Ceo. ti, H<1rri s Lowell, and will resume his 
,ccupation of house and carriage painter 1n th is village. Mr. Pratt leaves 
~owell on account of his health , which was giving way under an indoor occupa­
tion and the close application wh ich he has given his work durin& the past 
four years . 

, r. 18, 1892 - About the first of April F.G . Pratt, painter, will r emove with 
is family to V,'aterbury. Conn., where he already has a number of contracts in 
is line. His elastic oil finish, a preparation which is the result of years of 
tudy and experimenting, is quite popular when it has been t ested in Conn. , and 
,e demand for its application is steadi ly increasin&, 

ell 15 , 1892 - Mr . F. G. Pratt , who ha<J contemplated movint; to Connecticut , 
'. changed hi3 plans and wl 11 remain in this town. He has completed the work 
,ch temprarily too k him tothat statP , anrl could have more than his health 
,ld perm i t him to undertake . lie is now ready for local wo rk in his lino . 

·n~ 7, 1895 - Yourl(l l\rthur lf.idd le~on of Do~·t·~n . who i~ v i :iitin.~ hi~ u:icl~ 
-ank G. Pro.tt. met 'l'.'ith n severe acc ident t'h1lrnd:1:1 • In nli.t,ht in,1;. from :1 
1gon/he narlo a misstep ,,,,,1 fol l wi t~ hi~ who le w<>i ('.ht 11rm1 hl.s left arr., , 
"""a ktne it in t·,.,o places. lf e was utt<•ndcd b:, !Jr . Howard. 

i·Jednesday, December ,~ . 1895 - i ·' . G. Prat t and family rel'!'lovod Saturrlay to 
ilaterbury ,. Conn. and their houso will ho occupi ed by rr .. ,. !.oupret, the 
photgrapher. 

iec. 6, 189.5 - F .G. l"ra+.t and farnily rcmovc1 Sat r.d~y to 'Jnterbury . !on.,ec~ .; 
heir house ,•i l l he occupi ed hy Ji .. ! . Louprot the photo-.:ra_pher. 

'eb . 2f, 113'.'7 - Frank G. Prn':t , 
.:,:o, P.Y.!)ects to rp.t.urn a hout th 
hl.s week. 

~·:'"to r"mov 1?'1 ~o t:i tcr~mr.:.r , Cn:i., . ovi; r 
r\ rr:t O'*° :~r,r j l. !,~r. r r: .t . t, hnr: h~!'"1 i +n· .. ~ 

Aue;. tJ, 1897 - John M. Pratt, formerly of this town but now of Waterbury, 
Conn., is visiting friends in the village. 

April 15 , t 8·J8 - l'he engac;ement is announce I of 1,r. John If. Pratt of 
,'iatt>rbury , Connecticut . formerly ofCh..,lmsford , r,:a~s . , "to t•iiss P.:ae P. Chene:.r 
or Her,mJngford , Quebec . 



Lowell Courier-Citizen 

'fhursday , Sept, 27, 1900 - P,G, Pratt have returned from a residence or 
several years in ~rid(:eport, Conn, , and are at their old home in Acton 
street. Their oldest son John, however, will remain at Bridgeport tor the 
present. 

,well Courier-Citizen, Jolt J', 1?, '!> 
F ,G · Pratt is more than a town paint er, lie does a large amount or work 
in Lowell , and has a unique ~orking rorco, in : hat t hree or his sons are 
associaced with him. Ho has been in business for 37 years, 

Ma,oh 17, 1916 - llavit'l.lt disposed or hie home property in Aoton street to 
Andrew Trite or Lowell~ J 0hn H. Pratt has rented the I.H. Knight tenement 
in Postorrice Square. Mr . Prat t plans to erect a new residenoe on the lot 
between hie former home and that or Mrs. w.11. Jette. 

May 5, 1916 - A cellar ror a house to be erected tor J.11. Prat t ls being 
dug in Aoton street , on a lot a short distance south of his former 
residence. 

Lowell Weekly Journal• 
Mar. 11, 1898- ·~he first ot nex t month w.s. Simons will move to his house 

on the southerly side or Robin's hill and the present ., enant, George 
BB. Wright will take up his residence in the Pratt house in Acton 
street. 
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