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Book 1954, Page 88 

Book 2155, Page 551 

Book 372, Page 507 

2 Adams Avenue 
Middlesex North District Registry of Deeds 

1/1/1971 

7/ 2/1975 

12/9/1904 

Marjorie B. & Phyllis Scoboria to 
Northeast Masonry Construction Co,,Inc. 
$69,000 
47,292 sq. ft. & buildings thereon 

1945 plan, Bk. 71, Plan 46 

Northeast Masonry Construction Co., Inc. 
to Inhabitants of Town of Chelmsford 
$75,000 
47,292 sq. ft. & buildings thereon 

1945 plan, Book 71, Plan 46 

J. Adams Bartlett to 
Mary B. Scoberia 13.;irT/e 11 
$1 
23,325 sq. ft. land 

Compiled by J. Drury, Nov. 1977 



Adam, Library dir cto David Pond rci 

lookl on appt.clot ely as Friend, C>f the 
I.Jbrary volunlHrs ready th• Scorb(o 

!The Lowe II Sun Apr 1 , 19 76 I 

HouH for hit Sa urdoy', Boo worm 's 
Boll The ball w II celebrate th sucuu of 
lost fall 's book ,ale, held on the front 
lawn of the Scorblo property. If lh 

,ch,dule u followed th hou, will b 
redubb d " fhe Adam Ubro,y Child en t 
HouH" by tne end of Ap11I. 

Scorbia House transformed into 
children's library in Chelmsford 

wtll over lhose 
quar lee or 



-om11e:1u1nan -ip • " , 
I.he alpha t providtJ a decora ~ f1111Cllon by 
d finin th wall-to- ling limlt, but the 
educ Uonal 8:lpl!Cl.s of the. oriJlie line are 
qu ly re:cognl~ed. 

The audlo- al aecUon wlU l.n the OU· 
pan~ed d nlng room ; left ID Its former ,tate 
because Its dark panels ltrnl them eN 
r dll to the reduCfli.-Ught atmotpbJ!re coo­
du¢1v to viewing. 

Mr Bamllton hope:s lh.t small, four-foot 
oloset.S~an be mad tnlo Uute study cubfcles. 
The doors to the closers would be removed tnd 

light inst.all~. providing_ ch drm "a chance 
to be by th mselm." 

THE UP TAIRS would be used for var oas 
\ brary related ofi c • p rtl ularly that of th 
library director. ud o v ual, wh· h curr l· 
ly ha st.a o! bo cr1mptd lnto I srn&ll 
quarters, would al,o move t.h produc on end 
Of th n nLO lhe lldren• ijou, . 

To d re d for th proposed Aprll 2M8 
ope.rung. pr<>( 10n I pa nt rs, plumbers nd 
lectrtclans h ve app1 ed the r ~lenls lo the 

70-yar old dw Un , bot someone h had to 
clean up after lhe prof 1onals. 

That "someone" are Friend, of the Wbrary 
·oltmteert, On Tuesd y ei ht otunlttrs 

showed up lo ready the biilldlng for the 
B wn, '5 Ball . 1 rriends po,t-boo ,a1e 
~lebrllllon 

A coupl of lhe ghl volunteer: sbowtM! up 
lth their own c:uum cl aners, cordln lo 

the president or lhe riends for the past two 
ean, Jam Murph. 
••w ' BE • clean n up the dust nd 

lh rubble left by the orller ," c.sa d, ''but 
veiitually he hop lo g t more tnvotved by 

pro !din ervlcH lh library wouldn 't 
oth,e:rwlse t.ak on ," 

On ervlce the llbr1ry m t, but UI not 
nee rill prov d will be lOrt. of arts and 

a! factlit n on of the houM!'s rear 
room, Unoleurn will be plilct!CI ol'I th room's 
noor, and enlually~ it ' hoJ>ed !.hat hlldrtn 
ean make puppets and p1ct11res I.here 

The eft cts of th · n w space on lh old r 
damJ Library will be d ms Library, 

which curr nUy subsicribes lo SOD sub rJp· 
Uon an hlgh," a t'Ord n 10 Pa.n er I 
w II pand It ' s periodicals eel on by 
rel~Un to the pr s.ent m ten section. 

Belly McCarthy. the ch rman of the 
library board of lnlsfees, ciatrn th t the 
bu !ding "o~ns up a gnat opportunity for the 
library to try OQt man pro ram at m ht 



Ml'D·Chelmsford 's Library 
or bav d J Poncl r-a h · 

tcndeted hi reirignat on and ha 
~ept~ B lmilar pos: tion in 
W crly Rhod Jsland. H will be 
leaving 1clmsf td about ~obor 
l 

Tb W terl.y Llbrar)' s a 
pri,•at am Utution .al sa"Ving tM 

wou.1 cKI_J ._,, Jt·lmst. rd 

Au9usT t/, / 9 7tr" 

department. 
SuJa_ nd 

tlon, enter ror v l, and 
ex panmon of the .Ma~ and 
• wspaper ~ os wdl u bc)o)t: 

review mornings; um read1n& 
program nd publfc•tion of 
, v ru.J:editlons r the H•Qdbook ol 
CJicimBford Organb.at cns cll 
contains inform Uo,n ~t U>e 
m Ip nd udl\!il o moe.t 
ci the local orgilnl1.a • The 
Mn4!Ka}' Librt\r')' hqs compJettd a 
2-1ear 11nprovem iU pro • nd 
lb. Adruns t.ib ry grounds ha 

mnd col r!ul t,hrolJ&boul the 
summer y th dono ol plant. 
and the dedicmt.ed ctf rta ol 
library mployee who t them. 
Th libr rl w •r found ng 
members tn 197 or the Lowml Area 
Council 011 lntertlbr ry woru. 
sh.a.ring wfth olher member, 
fedma.1 r4Dt for o f 

dlo 'tatfo,o WLl'T alv ty of 
Lowell J : grantS ror various pur 
poses Uk tbe purchase o! vlcleo 
equlpme.n and the tni.rodud:IOG of 
othet'Serviees ha v co.m from 
Mass. C-Ouncll for tho Art.a and 
Humanities and other sources. 

As to the (uture of the free public 
library In general. Mr P~ 

d th.at allh ugh PropoelU.. l3 

E.P. 



24 October 1996 

Mary E. Mahoney 
Library Director 
Chelmsford Public Library 
25 Boston Road 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Chelmsford, MA 01824-3088 

RE: Expansion and rehabilitation of the Chelmsford Public Library (aka the Adams Library), Chelmsford, MA 
MHC#2333 

Dear Ms. Mahoney: 

Thank you for supplying the Massachusetts Historical Commission with additional information about the proposed 
project referenced above for which you have recently been awarded funding from the Massachusetts Board of Library 
Commissioners. The Adams Library and the Scoboria House, currently used as the "Children's House", are eligible for 
listing in th~ National Register of Historic Places. 

MHC staff understand that the proposed project would involve the demolition of the 1922 George Memorial Hall rear 
addition of the library, the relocation or demolition of the 1904 Scoboria House, the construction of an approximately 
20,000sq.ft. addition to the Adams Library, and the rehabilitation of the historic library building. It is also the 
understanding of the MHC that the Scoboria House will be marketed by the library for relocation'. 

MHC staff further understand that the current library addition proposal is more sensitively designed to the scd~ of the 
existing library and more appropriately sited for the Boston Road/ Adams Avenue comer location than the -larger I ('.•95 
library expansion proposal. MHC appreciates the ongoing communication during the evolution of this design proposal 
and the wiliingness of the project proponents to consult with the MHC and incorporate recommendations by Y.H~ staff 
to reduce impacts to historic resources 

MHC further recommends that the George Memorial Hall and the Scoboria House be documented photographically prior 
to any demolition, relocation or rehabilitation. This documenta~ion should include archival quality, l<!rge-.format 
photographs of the existing conditions, showing exterior elevations, i1Jterior spaces, and significant features (both typical 
and unique), including windows, door, entrances, fireplaces, moldings, etc. This documentation could be deposited with 
the library, the Chelmsford Historical Commission, er via the MI-IC, wich the Massachusetts Archives. 

Although no further review of this project is required 1mder Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 9, Sec. 26-27c, as 
amended by Chapter 254 of the Acts of 19&8 (950 CMR 71.00), MHC staff i.s pleased to offer continued technical 
assistance. Enclosed is an example of a :narketing proposal you may fr1d helrful for adve1tising the Scc,bor:,t House tcr 
relocation. If you have any additional questions, pleas,~ contact Karen ::>arker of thb office. 

Sm~ 

Allen F . .!'ohnson 
Director of Architectural Review 
Mr.ssachusetts J fistorical Commission 

enclosure 

cc Chelmsford Historical Com01issio11 
Pati~nce Jackson, Ma~sachusctts Bead m"Libruy Cc,n:miGsior.ers 

220 Morrissey Boulevard,Boston,Massachusetts 02125 · (617) 727-8470 
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090 



Chi~dren's House going 
up th rod to-IJigh st. -

• 1 • ~ ' • ' 

By SHARON F. WEITZ 
Sun Staff #bi'- I g;1 't°l 7 

CHELMSFORD -The Chil­
dren's House last.night was offi­
cially sold to a Chelmsford cou­
ple for $1 and will likely be 
moved to High Street next 
month. 

Douglass Marlow and Linda 
De Young, of71 High St. , said 
they will have workers at the 
93-year-old building Monday to 
begin reinforcing the structure 
for its journey. 

"We're very pleased that we 
reached an agreement with the 
town and hope to have the 
house moved beforethe el'ld of 
the year," De Young said last 
night. "We're a little concerned 
about the weather." 

The town promised to clear 
the land and level around the 
house and leading to the street, 
knock down parts of stairways 
and walls next to the founda­
tion, pay up to $2,500 for 
required police and fire detail 
officers and immediately make 
the building available for work. 

"It's going to take a couple of 
weeks to reinforce the house 
and another couple of weeks to 
rig it up for the move," Marlow 
said. "It has to be cut in half 
and then driven up the street to 
its new location." 

The 3,768-square-foot house 
is being moved to the comer of 
High Street and Ann's Way, a 
road recently built for a three­
lot development. 

Ann McGuigan, owner and 
developer of the Ann's Way pro­
ject, said she's thrilled that the 
Children's House will be near 
her own home. 

"It's a perfect house to keep 
near the center of town," 
McGuigan said. "It's in keeping 
with the neighborhood and will 
look beautiful once it's 
restored." 

The Children's House must 
be moved from its current site 
next to the Adams Library on 
Bartlett Street to make room 
for the upcoming $4.8 tnillion 
expansion of the library. Con­
struction of the library project 
has gone out to bid, with 
responses due next month and 
work expected to begin in Feb­
ruary. 

Adams Library closed yester­
day. Workers and volunteers 
are now preparing for the 
library's move to its temporary 
quarters in the Town Offices 
gymnasium on Billerica Road. 

Volunteers are desperately 
needed for the mornings of Nov. 
22 and 23 to help pack books, 
magazines and videos, lug 
boxes and unpack materials. 
Residents or groups interested 
in helping should call the 
library at 256-5521 for more 
information. 

The library will reopen Dec. 
8 at the Town Offices gym, 
where it will remain for about 
two years, when construction 
on the new library should be 
completed. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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CHELMSFORD 
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The Dr. Arthur G. Scoboria House was moved by Admiral Building Movers from 2 Adams Avenue to Ann's 
Way, off High St. , on the morning of March 5, 1998 after several years of controversy. The actual move was 
delayed by a month, due to major ice storms which had plagued northern New England. Telephone and electric 
company workers were dispatched up north to repair lines damaged in the storms, forcing the owners, Douglass 
Marlow and Linda De Young, to reschedule the move. Inclement weather caused 3 more delays after that! 

It was taken in two sections across Boston Road, over a traffic median strip, up Bartlett St. and Acton Rd. to 
High St. to its final destination on Ann's Way. Many photographs taken throughout the years were used to 
recreate the house's original look. The side porch was removed. The first floor of front portico was extended 
two feet; the second floor was not rebuilt in order to conform to the original plan. The original columns, 
railings, and slate from the roof were reattached. Slate from the roof was saved and reattached following the 
move. The house was placed on its new foundation about 3 weeks later. 

In 1975 the Town purchased the Scoboria House and in 1993 the Dutton House next door in anticipated 
expansion of the Adams Library. The library is located on the other side of the Scoboria House. In 1995 a plan 
was put forward to raze both houses and the carriage house to make room for the library addition and additional 
parking. However, that plan was eventually voted down in favor of a somewhat smaller library addition, which 
would not require demolishing the Dutton House. In 1997 the Town admitted that the Scoboria House was 
worth saving and put it up for auction. There were no bidders in July, but the Marlows indicated a desire to own 
it at a second auction in September. In November they purchased the house and carriage house from the Town 
for $1 , saving the house from demolition. However, the carriage house was eventually razed. 

Sources: 
Lowell Sun: May 30, 1993; Tuesday, February 17, 1998, pg. 4; Friday, March 6, 1998, pg. 11 , 12; June 17, 

1997, pg. 1,4; Aug. 26, 1997, pg. 1,24; Sept. 5, 1997, pg. 11, 12 
Chelmsford Independent: Aug._ 14, 1997; Sept. 24, 1988, pg. 15 
North Middlesex District Registry of Deeds: Bk. 2155, pg. 551; Bk. 373, pg. 507 
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One hJghll t of the y.,ar has been tha begfnnfng o work Ad'llms Ub ry. The Cjtlldren' House, for y ars a doc,. 
tot>"s home, -then th~ chllthen' fib ry, had to be moved. J before -Ohrtstnias, workf)ra, who can be seen -at the 
bottom of tt\e picture wrappt t bulldln tn plas1Jc, wod the h use fn h-atf to ready It for the move. 



Key steps taken by 
building projects 
KEY, FROM PAGE 1 

projects costing more than 
$30,000 have to appear on that 
data base before they can be 
sent out for bids. 

"This is a key part of start-up. 
This is real now," said Robert 
Cruikshank, business manager 
for the Chelmsford Public 
Schools. 

Now that the Center School 
project is on the registry, sub­
contractor bids can be solicited, 
Cruikshank said. Once that's 
done, a walk-through, now slat­
ed for Feb. 11, will be held. 

Bids for the subcontractors 
will be opened on Feb. 18. They 
are the employees who will pro­
vide specific tasks such as floor­
ing, roofing, dry wall or electri­
cal work, Cruikshank said. 

Bids for a general contractor 
will be opened March 12. 

"Once we do that, we'll make 
an assessment and choose the 
lowest responsible bidder," 
Cruikshank said. 

The Center School renovation 
has to be in full swing by June 
14. If the department should 
happen to miss that date, state 
funding is jeopardized. Right 
now, the town will be getting 64 
percent of the cost, estimated at 
somewhere around $6 million. 
Those figures will be upclated 
and rijiggered as bids begin to 
fome in, Cruickshank said. 
_ Great care is being taken in 
preparing for the start df the 
project, Cruickshank said. The 
department · wants to ensure 
that, when completed, the pro­
ject is as up-to-date as possible. 

,"It's going to be quite a build­
ing," Cruikshank said. 

Adams Library 
Things are swimming along 

with the expansion of the 
_ibrary, as well. 

At press time, Library Director 
Mary Mahoney expected the 
contract would be signed by the 
end of the week. The company 
selected, Mello Construction, 
based in Taunton, bid about 
$3.9 million for the work. 

Bids for the project actually 
came in lower than expected, 
Mahoney added. 

"Once the contract is signed, 
we'll have a preconstruction 
meeting and the [ground-break­
ing] date will be set then," 
Mahoney said. 

The Children's House, now -
split down the middle and sit­
ting in its own front yard, will 
be moved from the site shortly. 

Coordinating the effort is 
proving to be a tough task for 
the new owner. Town and utili­
ty officials all have to be on the 
same page before the house can 
hit the road. 

Owner Doug Marlow is look­
ing at three different dates for 
the move. Right now, the most 
likely of those will be on Friday, 
Jan. 23. The house, and the Car­
riage House behind it, will be 
lifted onto a trailer and hauled 
up the road to a new location 
on Anne's Way off High Street. 

Marlow had hoped to move the 
house on Wednesday, Jan. 21, but 
that date is unlikely because the 
new site isn't ready, yet. 

A back-up date of Monday, 
Jan. 26 has been put in place. 
Mother Nature may kibosh all 
moving plans, at least for now. 

"I'm waiting for Bell Atlantic 
to call back. With all the crews 
up north, all three dates may 
not happen," he said. 

Utility workers of all stripes 
have been sent to northern New 
England and Canada to help 
clea,n up after the recent ice 
storms. That could put the 
move on hold. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JOHN WALi 

The Children's House was cut in half and wrapped in plastlc recently. T 
actual move of the building should happen soon. 



With the foundation in the foreground, pieces of the houses await transport up Bartlett Road. 

-ouse on 

B~ c'ii~isT;NE,SEYMo'iJ"i ·- ., , - for police and fire details and the utility 

PHO,I.QS, IJY A,Wl';,IUNµWOOD • ~--·~.-.·.l cr~:t10u 'g· h the total trip was less than a ' . , ~ i,!~ STAFFWRITER . . - - -
--------r-------- ~·.· mile long, it took an entire day to com-

E_arly~!P..ornir!g dri_vers v.:ere the fir.st to Elete, -~1uch of tf· t ·. -- ·· ' itl 
realize somethmg big was about to take prepanng the ro . p· 
place in the center of town last Thursday. three large structures (the Children's 

By 7 a.m., police officers were waving House was cut in two because it was too 
drivers away from Bartlett Road to clear wide to travel down the roads). 
the way for the,.move of -the Children's After traffic from Routes 4 and 27 was 

. ·, ·.· ' ·. ·· . House· and part diverted to Boston Road, crews from three ___ _..;.._ 

of the Carriage utility companies began to work. 
House (all but Massive trucks lined Bartlett Road as 
the kitchen crews from Mass Electric, Bell Atlantic and· 
and bathrooms Media One worked to take down utility 
in the Carriage lines along the path of the move. 
House were · Electricity was turned off and the cables 
moved -. they lowered to the grounc:J first, then cable 
remain in television, fire alarm and phone lines. 
Town Center According to John Bush, an engineer 
and will be for Bell Atlantic, the phone service con-

Mary and Gregory Dieter razed). tinued in most houses and businesses 
follow the action The two his- ' near the path of the move. 

toric buildings "Our goal is to maintain service for res-
were about to make a trek of about 3/4 of idents during the whole [move]," said 
a mile from Adams Library property to Bush Thursday morning. "We are aware of 
Ann's Way, a new r,oad off of High Street, business needs along Route 27, as well. 
to make room for expansion of the library. They were really concerned about losing 

A Chelmsford couple, Douglass Marlow phone service, fax machines an~ keeping 
and Linda DeYot.ing, bought the buildings up their high-speed data lines." · 
for $1, with the understanding that they Many residents lost electricity for a 
would move the buildings off town land. good part of Thursday and some did not 

De Young did not want to disclose how regain it until Friday morning. 
much the entire move will cost, but said it As utility crews worked on the lines, 
was "significant." She added that the workers from Admiral Building Movers of 
town did donate some money to help pay 

SEE HOUSE, PAGE 23 One of the house pieces is moved into t 
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House moved by the numbers 



METRO EDITION 
Serving the communities of: 
Chelmsford, Dracut, Lowell and 
Tyngsboro plus Hudson, Nashua, 
Pelham, Salem and Windham, N.H. 

THE . UN, LOWELL. MAs.sACHUSETTS 

FINALLY, MOVING DAY IN CHELMSFORD 
Former chil en · 'b ary 
fh1dshomeatnew it 

HELHSFORD - inda De Young 
hod a good fee.ling ha.n w k Y' · • 
t.e:raday. It wa.s moving day, and t.h m ve, 
w nt .off wi hout many hitches. 

But, packing bo es and replacing fur­
niture was hardly on the.itinerary. 

After four unsuccessful attempts De Y­
oung and her husband Doug .t.iJarlo wer,e 
finally abl io watch the Children's 
Hou move from its former horn n 
B .. rtl :t S o · new lo· a High tre 
andAnn1s Way, le than on mile away. 

~,v were &a eitcite-d to e all h 
trucks hen " got he:re this morning," 
said DeY.oung. "It ha taken u.s a long 
ime to get to this point. f can believe 

this da is finaH here." 
'l'h roe began al 7 a.m. when traf.-

lic ll'{):til Rau • 4 and 27 wa ~cted 
m h work ' Boston Road, n r­

mnlly a one-way tre t, WM aJ B · d 1.0 

ace mmodate he north and south flow of 
Lraffic. 

Utility wires ere remo,;ed from pole 
h)' B 11 Atlantic, Massachusetts Elec . · c 
and local cable television emplo ees • 
. About 40 utility wm:ker.sbelped thr ugh­
out the day 

And, al .bough resident in th area 
wero Y.iithout e]actricity ft r a ood p rUon 
of th morning, th inconven:itmce prov<id 
le.Ii.-. immediate than the f: scinntiou f 
wa.1:chmg a house move from ne lo to 
another. 

'"I never had any idea that s much 
w rk went into this proc-ess. ~ :aid Mar 
O·linwho brought her4-- ,earoJ.d. on 
Davi utch. 

Tam LtJBlanc likened the experien tp 
, t;,hi,nir ,.,11 -..1 lrul m him> .-In ih 
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Children's House finally moved 
MOVING DAY /From Page 11 

job," noting how c,,ery mover 
knew what he needed t-0 do to 
get the 200-yearold t.ructure 
up on its pallet o.nd moved. 

Marlow said last night that 
coordinating tllo utility work, 
.combined with soft ground 
conditions delayed the final 
placement.of the house for sev­
eral houi'S. But other thnn 
thai nothing went seriously 
wrong. 

The .Children's House, for· 
merly home to the Children's 
Library of the Adorns Public 
Lib(81")', was removed t.o make 
Toom for the.expansion of the 
main library. The ground· 
breakinJ is slated for Mondny 
ot 10~.mi 

De Young and larlow 
bought the building from the 
town for l and plan to reno­
vate it. 

The bas cost. to move the 
house was $85,000 and De­
Young said she hru "no idea" 
how much the actual r tora­
Uon will cost. 

The cpuplo ho.a att-Ompt.cd 
to move th building once in 
January twice I st month and 
earlier this week. Each 

att-0mpL wa po tponed duo t.o 
inclement weather. 

Because of its size:!, thl' 
hou o had to b-0 eparatod int.o 
two pieces and moved scp11-
rat.cly. As the first portion was 
transport.ed, it brushed 
again l an elm tree, ending a 
10-foot. portion toppling to the 
ground. 

According to De Young, the 
foundation will now bo laid for 
the house. She said that 
·hould take about. three weeks 
t.o complete. Once the house 
has been placed upon it, the 
rea mbly and renovation 
work will begin. She said they 
will complete the work at. their 
own pace. 

The couple said they will 
rest.ore the Children' House 
to i original tote, having col­
lected an abundance of historic 
photos which will be us<:d in 
the process. They will eventu­
o.lly 11011 the house one the 
re tor lion i complete. 

"We loved th hou c, our 
childr n grow up going ther<:, 
that is why ,ve bought it, .. aid 
De Young. "But, it is simply too 
big for us to Live in now that 
our children arc grown." 






