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1l Billerleca R4,
Chelmsford

Architectural reason for Inventorylng:

This 1s one of the most stately houses In Chelmsford, and i1t cormands

a prominent place in the centee of the town. It is a square house with
brick ends which carry the four chlimneys up through the gable roofe. A
belt course bidsects these brick ends. Its pllastered front and fanlights
over three outer doors are very noteworth, Dentlils grace the eaves. The
delicate though well-pyade fence in front of the house was bullt in

1839, Portions of old wallpapers, handsome dadoes, and hand=-carved

"ball and tassle" molding in the livingroom are a few of the interior
featuress The house has been changed very little from its original

condition, and the present owner has the plans left by the original
owWnere

The house 1s listed wlth HABS. Representatives of Sturbrldge Village
were very much interested In it but found the building impossible to
move because of 1ts brick ends, pegged constructlion, and large beams,

Historic importance of silte:

The Filske house occuples the slte of an earlier house ommed and
occupled by Ma jor John Minot, In 1784 Major Minot deeded to William
Bridge # acre of land and buildings located south of the present house,
The well of the Brldge house may still be seen on the terrace just
south of the Fiske house,

In 1784 Simeon Spaulding, Jr. (see #41), merchant, bought the Minot
land and in 1798 bullt the new house, Because of its high cost, he had
to mortgage 1t in 1807 and to sell &t in 1812, However, he repurchased
it in 1818 and kept it until 1830, when he sold 1t to his brother. He
18 sald to have loved the house and was anxlous to keep it in the
family to be handed down to posterity. Howewer, there were then
frequent changes 1n ownership probably due to speculating in what was
then (and now) an unusually fine property.

In 1835 Thomas Moore bought it and ran 1t as the Lafayette House, The
bay has been replaced Iin the bar-room (SeWe Toom) by the present owners.
In 1839 Mr., & Mrs, John Minot Filske visited Chelmsford intending to buy
his great-grandfather's old house, Mrs, Flske admlred the Tavern where
they were staying, the Lafayette House, and Mr, Fiske bought it instead.
The raill fence in front of the house was bullt at thls time. The house
has since remained in the Filske family.



THE FISKE HOUSE

See Hist, pe. 395

1812

Hist,
Pe 395

Its History

John Minot ovmed 4 acres of land and deeded % an acre, south of the
present house to his son-in-law, William Bridge, who was son of
Rev, Ebenezer Bridge,

He sold his owmn place on the corner to Elijah Proctor.

Proctor sold to Simeon Spaulding, who added 6 acres to the fame and in
Spaulding built the present house,

Simeon Spaulding sold to Azarish Spauldingz and Joseph Bailey.

Simeon Spaulding re-purchased the place and kept it till

Simeon sold to Mathias Spauldingz, Within three years it was owned by
William Fletcher, John Foster and Joel kdmns. C.E.A. Bartless was
born here (Grandson of J. Adams) '

Thomas Moore owned it and kept a Tavern here, It was called the
Lafayette House, The lower ( ) room contained the bar which

with its furnishings are still in the house,

Mr, & Mrs, John Minot Fiske purchased the property, which has since
remained in the Fiske family,

The 0ld fenc: was built at this time,
THE QLD BARN

"An old barn once stood where the road now.-rums between the house and
the Public Square and remained there some time after the road was
laid out in 1829, making it necessary to drive around it,"

The Fiskes gave the land to the Town for the Park - or Square at the
Center, ;

John Minot Fiske's son, Benjamin Minot, was born 1826 at Charlestown.
While living in Chelmsford married Elizabeth Ann Parkhurse, da of
Rev, John Parkhurst, Baptist minister for 48 years in South Chelmsford
and Center,

Gomplled by Miss Frances Andrews

Circa 1945



1 Billerica Rd
Spalding ¥iske House

Yyom notes of Wm Nerthrup footnotes “argaret Mills
1940 1967

\1l/
The Fiske house at Cs. tral Square at tnc Corner of Lowall end Billerica Streets
was built by Simeon Spalding, son of Col Simden Spalding in 17338

it occupies the site of an earlier house owned and occuvied by %ajor Jovhn Hinet
with & vut four aeres ¢f land including th. triangular®square" in front of ths
praeseant house. in 1784 idajer iinot dueded to William Bridge, son of Rev Lbenezar Bridge
about 1/2 aere of land and buildings theruon lo.ated Just South of the present houss,
dajor Bridge had married .iachel daughter of !ajor John ¥inot. The well of the
Bridge house may still be seen on the terrance s uth of the Fiske house .

In the same year (1784) .dajjer ilinet sold his house and land to slijah rrootor
who seld it to Simeon Spalding in 1785, He added six acres &6 the preperty and
later (1798) built the new housse.

“e was oblidged to mortgaze it 1807 and 1812 sold it to his brother
hzariah Spalding and Joseph Bailwy, Joseph Bailey was then living in the house

on the opposite corner of Billerioca Street, now 11940) the Re otory eof All
Saints Church..Bailey was a bookbinder and bound school books,.
in 1818 Siueon Spalding repurciiased the place, During this intervel he had
beenpreprictor of the Middlesex Tavern at Middlesex Village. The property was
in his hands until 1330 when it was so0ld by him to his broether Dr Matthias Spalding
of Amherst N; H. Simeen Spalding is said to have loved the home he had built
and was anxious to keep it in the flamily to be handed down to posterity.
Dr datthias Spalding sold the property te Willlam Iletcher and by 1833
it had been ownad by Joan :oster and then Joel Adasms. (Joel Adams grandsen
Charles B, A.Bartlett was horn here)
Lo doubt the frequent later changes in ownership were dueto speculating
in whet was then an unusually fine property The
In 1825 Joel Adams sold it to Thomas Moore who ran it as Lafayette /ZAddrd
House, The bar room is still bo be seen though new filled with thc beautiful
coellection of antiques ol the present owner (3) the widow of Mr Fred A rFiske,
The bar iz s 111 preserved in the attic (4/ of the house.

In April 183y ir & Mrs John Mynot Fiske (slizabeth Winn came to
Chelmsford intending to buy the eld house of nhis great grandfather Rev. ibenezer
Brid & (5) Mrs Fiske admires the Tavern where they were stasying, Th: Lafayette

House, and Jr Fiske bought the favern instead of the Bridge House for the
susner home of the faiily (thera w:.re three sons)

The chaste rail fence now eleng the front o the house was built

at that timeé,.The¢ plmce ha# since remained in theé Fiske family((6J.
Note  ¥illiaxz 3toddard Bridge was the sojg of William Bridge so of Re &Lbenezer, John
Minot's daughter hachel was marridd to William Bridhe; son ef Rev ibenezer
Le jamin Fiske (see Fisxe geneolofy) married ilizabet: Bridge daughter eof
%illian and Rachel. J®hn .iinot Fiske married Blizabeth Winn..BenJjamin {inot Fiske
Married slizabsth # *arkhurst daughter eof Rav John Parkhurs$ and Celis Burrows.

Footnotes (19577 (1° Lowaell St became Chelmsford St Bilierica St now Billerioa
(33 3967~sustice Fiske (4) Bar replaced in S W room in
(5) ®}d housec stoed Littleton Ld Jsmt beyond Gas station
it was demolished to make way for enlar;ement eof Chelmsford
Gingar Ale C: in new (1Y67) rurity St re Storage Bld.
(6) 1957 owned by Zustace Fiske son of Fred A Y Fiske
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1 Billerica Rd.
“"Chelmsford

This house is in strogg danger of bseing razed In the near futuro.

Due to rising taxes (18% rise due to reassessment and being placed in
a commercial zone), noise, parking problems, vandalism, etc, the house
1s now on the market. The owners will accept any buyer, provided they
have a year to relocate, They do not expect to sell it as a residence,
due to the above problems, Once enthusiastic about its preservation,
they are now completely discouragede Due to its constructlion, 1t would
be difficult, if not impossible, to move.

The following letter appeared in the Chelmsford Newsweekly In 1971,
It describes the present situation, which has since become more urgent,
The article was written in hopes that the town would buy the property:
this was rejected at Town Meeting. The town finances are currently at
a particularly low state.

"Board of Selectmen

Town Hall

Chelmsford, Mass.

Gentlemen:

The Town of Chelmsford faces the danger of losing one of
its most valuable and cherished landmarks, The 'Fiske House! at
Central Square, Here stands a New England monument, rich with
early American histoby and a choice example of Colonlal archltect=-
UTee

It is believed that at some point in the not too distant
future, the present owners, and occupants, Eustace and Nancy Fiske,
will discohtinue the use of the property as a private residence,
Not only is this a large house and grounds for two people to
maintain, the center of town has become an extremely nolsy and
congested place in which to live, It 1s understood that nelther
of the Fiske's two daughters are interested in taking over the
property for theilr residence, Perhaps even more significant 1s the
knowledge that this property is such a high cost,

At this point, it becomes sheer conjecture as to what will
happen and when, I,agine the putrage that would develop 1f ¥The
Fiske House! were to be razed to make way for a new business
establishment, How disgusting an ldea that something so valuable
to us all might be destroyed to make way for a gas statlon, a dry
cleaner or a fast food operation.

When the Fiskes or their helrs declde to dlspose of this
property, they will most certainly look for the highest price that
the market will bear. Thls is as it should be, In no way should
they be expected to maintain this property for our enjoyment, nor
.should they be expected to sacrifice a portion of its value %o
enhance the citlzens of Chelmsford and suceedlng generations,

The problem is ours, I believe the town should acquire the
Fiske land and builldings at the earliest possible date for three .
very important uses,

The first and most obvious, is the preservation of "The
Tiske House', The second 1s to provide a proper site for a future
new library, and the third is to provide space for much needed

off street parking.
The urgency of the first has already been outlined. If



(2)

acqulred, the house could be put to any one of many constructive
uses, such as a ruseum, town offlce space, meeting rooms, etc., or
leased to an organization who might properly maintain it,

Bhe wlsdom of the second - future library site - seema more
than loglcal. There 1s a committee that is currently studying
librery needs, and whilich has already recommended the acquisition
of land just outside of Central Square, That site was turned dowm
at a town meeting, probably because of high land cost nad heavy -
traffic congestion. The Fiske Land contains in excess of 3 acres,
would allow adequate area for a new library, set well back from
the street, with access from both Central Square and Billerica Rd,
Such a location would be most convenient for walkers or anyone
shopping in the Central Square district. This would also be a step
in the right direction toward rehabilitating the old business area,

The need for off=street parking has been acknowledged many
times, but a proper solution has yet to be found, A portion of the
Filske Land has often been suggested as the only solutlon. This
undertaking by 1tself however, is probably ppphibitive. The land
taking would be very expenslve, not only for the actual land acquire:
but also the damage that might be attributed to the land and
buildings not taken, Thls parking area, would be so lald out as to
serve the llbrary, the business dlstrict and visitors to the 'Fiske
Housee!

The simple answer ls that the town should own 1t all, The
three objectives outlined are imperatlive, The cost may be high, but
to accomplish the three goals singularly may be nearly three times
as hi h.

= I propose that your board explore thls matter thoroughly
among yourselves, with other town committees that would be
involved and with the owners of the property, with whom I have
not discussed this proposal, nor do I represent them in any waye.
Yours truly,”

g

-
¥

s
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Decem bev 2, 1977

Restaurant Is Proposed

For The Fiske House~

Once again the future of the December. 13, Mr. Stavros

Fiske House is being discussed. On Pr

December 12, there was a publie
hearing before the Board of Health
at which Mr. Wesley Owens
proposed a beel and seafood
resthurant for the Fiske House.
Mr. Owens said that he plans to
retain the layout of the

“house as much as possible. The

Board explained that the seplic
system at the House Is Insufficient
for a restaurant, so no declsion can
_ bemade until a deep water test can
"be dooe in March. By that time,
Mr, Owens will present complete
. Plans for a revised septic system.
22 High Street

4 A f..m htll'_ina was held !

esented plans to rebulld » house
al 22 High Street, Before the house
burned, the Board had notified the
owners that the septic system was-
faulty, therefore, Mr. Stavros

ans to put in a new septic system.

¢ Board advised him that,
before hia plans can be accepted,
he will need to have & deep water
test done In the s ’ .

As a result of mlﬁn , the
Board members decided that they
will ask the Building Inspector to
notlly them any time someone
applies for a permit to rebulld a
home, in case there Is a (aulty
soptic system.
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Fiske House License

Given Green Light

Three members of Chelmsford's
Board of Selectmen voted at
Monday night's meeting to release
the hold placed two weeks ago on
issting a liquor license to Rosarlo
Turco, President of Fiske House,

Inec. The release allows Turco to
proceed with plans to open a
restaurant in Chelmsford's historic
landmark.

Agreeing to lft the hold were
Selectmen William Murphy, Paul

Hart. and Philip Currier Select-
man Arnold Lovering was opposed.
Selectman Joseph Shanahan Jr.
abstained {from voung The State
Alcoholic  Beverage Control
Commussion will be notified of the
Board's decision

Turco's application for a liquor
license had originally been ap-
proved in mid-January At that
time. several restrictions had beén
imposed on Fiske House. Inc. and
certain conditions had to be
complied with before the lcense
would be given One of these
conditions was thal a two<vear
contract be signed between Fiske
House. Inc and Wesley M Owen.
the restaurant's  praoposed
manager Inasmuch as Rosario
Turco is withou! restaurant ex-
perience and Wesley Owen was
reputed to have considerable
expertise in this field. the Board
felt it was an important condition
and would assure consistent
management of the business for 8
specified period of time

At a public hearing on the ap-
plication. Owen was described as
the man for the job His past
association with the famed Blue
Strawberv Restaurant in Port-
smouth. N H was listed as a
credential and presented as proof
of his capabilities.

Two weeks ago the Board was
made aware of alleged in:
consistencies (n Mr. Owen’s
background His former employer.
The Blue Strawbery Inc..
suggested 1n a letter that Uwen's
association with them had been
less involved than the Board had
been led to believe It was decided
to held on issuing the liquor license
until the matter could be clarified.

At Monday night's meeting with
the Board were Rosaro Turco.
Wesley Owen. and Turco's at-
torneys. Mr. James Gearyv and Mr
Paul Killian Prior to the meeting
the Board had received a resume
of Owen’s background along with a
letter in which Owen responds to
Gene Brown, President of The Blue
Strawbery. Inc Owen stated in
his letter. "1 earnestly feel | am
fully capable and qualified to
undertake the Fiske House project.
as does my emplover. Rosario
Tureo. The ultimate judge of my

ability will be Lhe public ac-

ceptance of this restaurant

Selectman Murphy was nol

‘satisfied with the resume. He felt it
did not “jtbe” with information
presented at the hearing Owen
was sald to have been employed al
The Blue Strawbery {or one vear.
said Murphy, with a total of saven
years in the restaurant business,
The resume showed that much of
this work was on a part-time basis
during Owen's high school years.
Murphy said that part-time jobs
didn’t count. that since leaving the
University of N.H n 1976 Qwen
has actually only worked one and a
holl vears full-time

Atty  Geary nsisted that his
respanses al the hearing to
questions ahout Oowen's

background were nol inconsistent
with the facts His review of the
minutes of that hearing confirmed

this, he sald. Geary said that he
would be happy to listen to the
tapes, however.

After some {urther discussjon it
was agreed that Murphy and
(reary did not share the same in-
terpretation of what was said at the
hearing,

Selectman Lovering asked
Hosario Turce what had been in-
volved in the process of selecting
Owen 8s manager of the proposed
Fiske House Restaurant. Turco
replied that Owen had been
referred by [riends and approved
by Kiltian and Geary.

Somewhat upset, Atlty. Killian
called Gene Brown's lelter a
“cheap shot at publieity for the
Blue Strawbery," He described it

as “hbelous” and had warned
aAgainst printing it, he said. Killian
peinted nut that his client had thus
tar invested some $15.000. in the
i"iske liouse restaurant He said
that he. Turco, und Geary were
lotally satisfied with the waork

()wen has done to date.

“This 15 a serious venture"
concluded Killian, "we're nol
trying lo pull a sham on the town
Fiither vou want the restaurant or
vou don't. We can't proceed if you
continually call us in to answer
innuendos. Brown's not here to
support the charges.' Killian then
indicated that his client was having
enough difficulty meeting the
restrictions imposed by the Board
when it awarded the license. One of
the restrictions Killian was
reflerring to was the one imposing a
limit of no more than 24 people in
the restauranl’s downsiairs
waiting lounge. A facility ac-
commodating 60 people had been
planned

Geary nsked that the Board
allow the public to be the ultimate

judge of Owen’s abilities 1T he isn't

capable, said Geary, he is out of a
10b. Turco is out of an investment,

and the First Bank and Trust

towner of the Fiske House! are out
of a tenant

Selectman  Murphy moved
release of the liquor license hold
saying he was concerned that
every applicant be treated the
same way. "'l am sure.” he said,

“that other liquor licenses have

been awarded with far less delving

into but 1 do not helieve we have
been unfolr in this instance.”” He

nad no objections, he said o

releasing the hold. Hart seconded

his motion

Mr Owen's resume presented to

the Selectmen just prior to this

= .
week's meeting furnishes the

following information as to his
background of education and
experience:

After graduation from Oyster
River High Schoaol, Durham, N.H.,
in 1973, he altended the University
of New Hampshire at Keene, N.H.

1973-74 During the period Sepl.
1973-May 1874, he held the positions
of Kitchen Manager, Breakfasl

and Preperation Cook at the

American Hestsurant Association
in Keene. From May, 1974,
September. 1974, he was Assistant
Dining Room Manager and waiter
at the Whar{ Restaurant, Mon-
lerey, Califorma

He attended the University of
New Hampshire in Durham, 1974-
76. His area of emphasis was

Schools of Liberal Arts, Public
Administration/Political Science.
During the period September, 1974
July, 1975, he was employed at the
Eagle Lair Restaurant, Wakefield,
N H. as general manager, kitchen
manager, and cook. From July,
1975-April, 1877, he held an ad-
ministrative position with Stral-
ford County, Dover, N.H.

For the [ive months from
January-June, 1977, he held
positions of management training,
bartender and waiter at The Blue
Strawbery. Inc., Portsmouth,
N.H.. and from June-November,
1877, he was manager of The Blue
Strawbery's restaurant in Mem-
phis, Tenn., the Lee-Fontaine
Carriage House.

Earlier, he had been employed
(June 1972-September, 1973) at the
Bittersweel Restaurant,
Wolleboro, N.H. as bartender,
waiter and cook; from September,
1971-June, 1972, he held a kitchen
utility position at University of
New Hampshire Food Services,
Durham.

Mr. Owen commented in the
resume: ‘‘I began working in
Restaurants part-time while stll
being in Jr. High School. These
jobs inciuded work as kitchen
utility, preperation, bus boy, grille
cook. etc. The actual working dates
varied because of school com-
mittmenis and local working
hours." This employment was at
two restaurants in Manchester,
N.H.

The resume concluded with Mr.
(Owen's statement that he is
“enthusiastic about finally en-
tering a more meaningful and
permanent place of employment.”
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Restaurant \i\

"An Historical Dining Experience”

One Billerica Road
Chelmsford
256-4464

Open Daily - 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. Most Major
Credit Cards

Sunday Brunch - 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m, Accepted




HISTORICAL COMMISSION
CHELMSFORD, MASS. 01824

January 15, 1979

Ms. Candance Jenkins

National Register Coordinator
Massachusetts Historical Commission
294 Washington Street

Boston, Ma. 02108

Dear Ms. Jenkins

It is with extreme regret that the Chelmsford Historical
Commission reports that the Fiske House, 1 Billerica Road,
Chelmsford, sustained serious fire damage on the evening of
December 30, 1978. The structure has been listed in the National
Register since December 9, 1977.

The fire apparently started in an attic dining room and the
most serious damage occurred to the roof. On the west side,
(facade) the roof covering is completely burned away, with the
east side only about one-third gone, along the ridge. All the
roof structural members are still intact, although they indicate
considerable charring. On both the north and south ends, the
siding under the ridge has been burned down to the tops of the
attic windows. On the facade, the first four windows (from north
to south) on the upper story are completely without sash. The
rest of the windows are intact,with some glass breakage.

All the chimneys show no damage and all of the salient exterior
archetectural features, except for the damage described above, are
intact.

Interior fire damage appears to be confined to the attic and
the north end of the second floor. Water damage, of course, was
considerable.

Fire officials believe that the building is still structurally
sound. Mr. Edward Redstone, the owner, has indicated to me that
he is hopeful that the building can be restored, and that he will
not know whether a Historic Preservation Grant will be applied for,
until insurance settlement is reached.

LET THE CHILDREN GUARD WHAT THE SIRES HAVE WON



12 THE SUN, LOWELL, MASS., FRIDAY. JULY 6

1979

- s " » iy

A A e & I '!*""0"!"{ TH.

Reconstruction on the way

The fire-ravagad Fiske House way to reconstruction as the " an architect to devise plans for
in Chelmsford Canter is onits  First Bank and Trust Co., the  the rebuliding job.
' bullding’s owner, has retained
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X Under repair Son 10t prciay
Work continues to restore was heavily damaged by the building. For a few short
the historic Fiske House in  fire nearly a year ago. The months the building served

Chelmsford Center which siding has now been re- as a restaurant.
moved from the exterior of
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