
F.ORM B - BUILDING 

l\-1ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

DO NOT WIUTE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant --~--------
..MHC Photo no. --------

(over) 

In Area no . . 
Chelmsford 
Center 

Chelmsford 

Form no. 

248 

9 Bil eri ca Road 

. 
use see attached ----~---------

ownet' Paul F. Archer ----------- --'--

1929 

Architect --------------~ 
Exterior wall fabric brick 

_ __.;o;.::a...;;;;~;a....._~---~ 

Ombuildings (describe) - --------shed 

Other features ------------

Altered Date .• , - --- ~--- ___ ...,.__~--

Moved no Date 

5. Lot size: 
24,400 sq. ft. 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage. 11 7 feet 
- - - ~ ----

Approximate distance of buildin& from street 

ca 50 feet 

6. Recorded by Jane B •• Drury 

Orgn.nizationChelmsford Hist, Coromj ssj.on 

Date March · 24 _, 1,277 . 



7. Original owner (if known) Eustace B. Fiske __________ ,;..__. ______ '---.;.._-----------------
0 rig in al use_· ________ r_e_s_i_d_e_n_c_e_-_s_i_n...,g_l_e_f_a_m_i_l_..Y..___ ___________ _ 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 1977 - television store & repair 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural · 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development x 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement · 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

·This house was built in 1929 as a single family dwelling for Eustace B. 
Fiske .and his first wife, Beatrice Armstrong (daughter of C. 6eorge Armstrong, 
#202 & #209). His father had sold him the land under the restriction that 
"no building shall l;>e placed or erected thereon exceptin~ one dwelling 
house designed for one family and to cost not less than ~10,000.00 •.•• not 
to prevent a private garage ..•••• " He later moved into the large old 
house at the corner of Billerica Rd. & Central Sq. (//25, the family homestead) 
and rented out the brick houseuntil 196J, ·..vhen he sold it. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Chelmsford Assessors' records, real estate valuation lists 
Middlesex North District Registry of Deeds: Bk.2150, p.126; Bk.786, p.263 
Lowell Sun: 3/22/1977 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAGIUSETIS HISTORICAL CCM4ISSio-J 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Corrommity: Fonn No: 

Chelmsford · 248 

Property Nrure : 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued bela.v. 

1. Present use: unknown 

On March 21, 1977 the selectmen ordered the building inspector to rescind 
the occupancy permit issued by him to the Archer Appliance Co. This 
company had purchased the house for its television repair service and 
store, having been incorrectly told that the property was zoned for 
business. After neighborhood protest against the business, a 

0

stop•work" 
cfder against further renovations of the building was issued, and it now 
has been determined that the house is in a residential area. 

3. Description: 

/II> Chelmsford Assessors' Office 
1972 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



Book 2229, pg. 472 

Book 2150, pg. 126 

Book 1597, pg. 1963 

Book 956, pg. 265 

Book 956, pg. 266 

Book 848, pg. 347 

Book 786, pg. 263 

9 Billerica Road 

1/24/1977 

8/22/1974 

4/24/1963 

1/21/1941 

1/21/1941 

7/12/1934 

7/29/1929 

Peter B. Hosmer to 
Paul F. Archer, Tyngsboro 
$67,000 
24,400 sq. feet 
subject - to all restrictions & easements 

of record 

Thomas B. & Eleanor H. Doran to 
Peter B, Hchsmer 
$53,500 
24,400 sq. feet 
subject - to all restrictions & easements 

of record 

Eustace B. & Nancy M. Fiske to 
Thomas B. & Eleanor H. Doran 
24,400 sq. feet 

Rose E. Macauley, Lowell, to 
Eustace B. & Nancy M. Fiske 
land & buildings thereon 
subject - to restrictions 

Eustace B. Fiske to 
~ose E. Macauley, Lowell 
land & buildings thereon 
subject - to restrictions in deed of 

Frederick A.P. Fiske to Eustace 
& Beatrice Fiske 

Beatrice H. Armstrong to 
Eustace B. Fiske 
land & buildings thereon 
subject - to restrictions in deed of 

Frederick A.P. Fiske to Eustace 
& Beatrice Fiske 

Frederick A.P. Fiske, Somerville, to 
Eustace B. & Beatrice A. Fiske 
land & buildings thereon 
restriction - no building to be erected 

except 1 family dwelling, not 
to cost less than $10,000. 



Rome of Mr. and Mrs. Eustace Fiske of 9 Si 1 lerica st., Center section. 

C'1e/ms ford /Uewsweek lj 
WednesdcJy

1 
Dec. &23 1 l9G:3 
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Mistake puts business 
in residential zone 

CHELMSFORD - After 
b11y ng a 8 llerica Road 
buJldlng w th lhe offlclal as· 
SUf'1lDce that H. wn ioned for 
• .bu lness opuatlon., the· 
family-owned Arch r Ap· 
pliailce Co. bas found that it 

am stake. 
Th build.jog 1s located on 

tbe border be(Wffll businf$ 
a.Qd a. ~dent aJ zone, and a 
new surveJ rnlliated after lhe 
pr-o~!ll or neighbors h11 
re cited that it is, in fa<tt, cm 
lbe wrong de of lhe bord r 
to hous the re.located tote. 

The compan bought the 
Conner home after BuHcliog 
J.nsptctor Peler J McHugh 
Jr. judged thal It was ln a 
rest~enUakommerclal dl5· 
trl~ bued on a 1~3 dete:r· 
rnlnltio.n. 'fbe town's :iol1ing 
map is unclear on. lh Sta 
QI t.iw parcel of land. 

-se.lecunen Ja!it ~t 
onltt-ecl the bu11dlnglnspcct.Qr 
to wkt the oc~ncy pecr­
ml~ issued to' the appUa.nce 
crompany. The. town may go to 
court to resolve the I . , 
allhollgb Cha rman Paul Hart 
said h hoped it conld be cor­
n:cuel w thout such acUon. 

A "STOP-·WORK" orttr 
agamst further ren9vatlonsof 
the building was rssued one 
w~ .tll(t, whlie- th 'boa_rd 
a eel w.rvoy from T-own 

Engineer Paul Bt~nvemi. 
A member or the- Ar,cher 

fam ly told tbe selecltlleo that 
b bad r:bei:ked with lhti 
own.er. the-pbinnlnlf bQard and 
the a p_peals board, aJtd had 
been told In each ase t.&at the 
inspecti>r's decis1Qn was1in.al. 
He then bou,hl U1e property. 

"I we.qt a.long with the ~wn 
laws to the letter.'' he sai<I 
angrily. " Where doe$ that 
ICllVC m now? Th e b nee, 
supports threi? fllm,ilies:' 

el~t,ruu, Arnold Lov~rtna 
assu:red him that the " matter 
would not be do9ed" before 
the board take a look al the 
way In wh ch the error 
made. 

-pec;iflcally, he said ~ 
was •·a concern .about I.ht ptt· 
formMce o( the burldln& ln~ 
spe.<!tor.·• 

THE 

Appliance 
firm will 
stay open 

CHELMSFORD - Arther' 
Applla.n~ o has opted to re­
ma n open t 9 BillerJca Rd 
nd seek rc.-sol utlon or lb 

town's contention that ctostr 
t<1dy of th xoning m p 

rev led I.hat hlJ: nl!w toe lion 
• Improperly in a residential 

Re-presenlln own •r P l 
Archer . attorney How rd Hall 

ad\·Jsed 01e h lm11fotd 
bualrn.'SSman lhal b hDU.ld 
remain open until another 
surveyor cnn reyjew t.he I • 
su , The town 's . urveyor 
ruled t.bal the bu.i.Jdin Atcher 
Is renovating Into a s~ore, on 
the bord rllnc belw en a 
r · nu I and bu.sinc:ss zone. 
b Ofl the wrong side. 

Hall belle~s there ls "suf. 
ficl nt doubt '' of lh town·s 
find.lo lo warrant another 
study. BulldJng In p-ector 
P r McHugh reportedly -ad· 
vi~ the busin.essman l,ha.t 
the 1tc was ion d fc,r 
bus n.ess be(ore he rcloci1ted 
the npplisinr-P. ~t.ot-e A grnpp 
of residents uccessfu.Lly cb.tl· 
lenged the opinion. 

THE A'MORNEY 15{) hu 
ffleid peUtlon rot a Vollfia~ 
fo~hls client with the board or 
appeals. In the f\' nt that a 
cond survey nw-~ts t.be Grst 
WU correct. 

Hall rguts th t tbe 
building lnspeetor ·11 receht 
cfirecUve to Arther orderlng 
h m to shut <town the business 
would put tbe busines1m1m 
totally and permar:i 
ot~·· 

FRIDAY. APRll. 1', 1,r, 



Be ardTur s pp al 
D«,wn Ar ·11 Reque t 

I II the meeting ! r the Ar her 
<l"<' s,oa WO:$ reached and Vice 
C'h iri,- Rober Kydd took over 
the chair then pr-esent and 
\ 'f'lting ~ UOlY!l Bmnett, 

In * Obert ni Burk nd 

jThe Lowell Sun aug 29 , 19771 

Appliance store owners 
will ask land rezoning 
'IIELMS ·OIUJ- In a la!tl 

effort lo ta ,• on Bill rlc: 
Road , th wn I · of Art her 
Applt:mc~ pl.in tu f1 IC1 c1 p It· 
U n lur u:caun at the ne.\l 
town meeting !I) rCI. nc lhe 
land lheJr ·tor- ·tands nn ur 
bu ine.-

Th 30-year town b~~an s. 
r locaico' to ,rn- old home 
arou nt.l l h , l' o rner rrom 

nl.ral Squnr and on the 
wrong side ol a borderline 
b tween rei.1denlial and com­
me ial zones 

The tore ha.s become an 
unwelcome neighbor to som 
nearby r 1denls o! Billerica 
RQ'1d , who !ear the appli nc 
store . fgnaL tll~ !Ir t or 
m rch or business down 
Billerica Road . 

Paul rcher said he agree 
l purchas the prop rty after 

che<:kmg lown n•cord~ and 
g tting lh ,pin, n l1t l3ulldin 
rn~p t r Peter J McHugh 
I hii t ir was in lh • pr ,p •r 'l n 
lor h1 · bu.:me ·: 

M re · a r e Jul s1ud y. 
bowc \ i:1 . fi r · l b 1he ob· 
Jectin neighbors ;ind thrn by 
th , town offl 1al who. e l · 
tention U1e • sought, re\' aled 
tha t 11 1\ ~ indeed on the 
wrong .lde r the Une. 

TREIB CONTENTION was 
onflrmt<l b ' survey done 

by an ngmeerln •un ultrutl 
to the town 

Own r Pllul Ar c h e r . 
through lus attorney. will sub­
ml t ii n rll c- le for l wn 
meeting consld lfon lhaJ. 
will , if .ippr ved , put him 
literally on the righl . 1d of 
the I W. 

J ph Oappal. 
Mr. Arkin told the Board lh.t 

there , a court case pending 
betw n 'Paul Archer and th town. 
a-nd I.hat the Board's decision muat 
be ba ed on the hearing held i.n 
April, should a variance be granted 
ror Mr Archer to conduct a 
b lness in a r idential zone. Mr. 
K. dd spoke in ra·vor or Mr. ~ch«' 
and mo ed to grant the anaoce, 
sating that he go through 
very venu to g the proper 

permits, it has not been decided 
w her there was a ml~tnke made 
by tQwn !flcl11l , Mr Archer dtd 
~ ythlng xpected of a town 

res dent to et the proper permll5, 
he argued and Mr. Kydd Celt 1r. 
Arch r hat an ·•unbe-llevable 
bardsblp" Th r w n second to 
th motion. to grttnt the var ance, 
so r Kyod withdr w it. 

r Arkin id h foll lhat Mr. 
Ard'ler h"as a persona.I hardship. 
but th t lher.e I rea11J oa hnrdshlp 
on lh land. Mr-. Kydd tatcd that 
people com to the Board because 
they don' am!orm. I.ha! Mr. Ar­
cher has don nothing maliciously, 
and that he has a severe bardshlp 
caused by the town antl er oua 
boar~ Mr Arkin aid the prime 
consideration should be the effect 

on the neighborbood, and Mr, Kydd 
answered th.at the neighborhood is 
704K, commercial, and "next door 
haa to come somewhere'". 

Mr. onaco them made a motion 
to deny the varlance seconded by 
Mr. Blttke, and the vote was 4 lo l 
in ravor o! denial, Mr. Kydd op­
poeed. Reasons for the denial were 
that there Is no hardshi]) on the 
lud. and the ~esC!n~ o[ a 
butln Is detrlmeotal t o the 
neipborhood. The Board stated 
that it rs not happy about thla­
dtclslon, but (e,eJ.s that under the 
law thia-waa the decls!on they had 
to make. 








