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Sketch Map 
Draw a map showing the building's location i11 relation ro rhe 
nearesl cross streets and/or major natura/ f(!a/ures. Show all 
huildings be/ween inventoried building and nearest intersection 
or nmural.feature. Label streers including route numbers, ff any. 
('ircle and number the inventoried building. Indicate north. 
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Recorded by Jane B. Drury 

Organization for Chelmsford Historical Commission 

Dat·e (month year) April 2006 

USGS Quad ;\ rs::w:;) Form Number 

Town Chelmsford 

Place (neighhorhood ur village, 
Chelmsford C ~nter 

Address 55 High St. 

Historic Name Dr. Rix House 

Uses: Present residence 

Original residence 

Date of ConstrU<:tion I 893 

Source Lowell Weekly Journal 

Style/Form Victorian 

Architect/Builder 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 

shingles 

original house: fieldstone 
addition: cement 

wood shingle 

many varied angles 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 
197 l outdoor pool 
ca 1968 unattached. 2 car garage built to replace old one 

Major Alterations (with dates) see attached 
!979 36 . .x 26' two &'tory addition: J. George Picard, builder 
1896 "substantial improvements" were made upon the 

premises 

Condition excellent 

Moved t:(J no O yes Date 

Acreag e 2. 59 acres 

Setting set well back, on top a small h ill overlooking High 
St. Light vvood5 of hardwood & evergreens arc on 3 sides 
of the house; between the house & road is mostly clear. A 
large beech tree is in front, with a sign on it: 'Largest Beech 
Tree Lazy Daisy Gardeners June 1996. ,, However, the !. on 
the Center Common may be larger. A stonewall outlines the 
front line a.long High St. 

Follou· .Harn1cimsells Tlistorical Commission S11rn:v A.fanual i11struaio11s.for compil!ting 1hisform. 



BUILDING FORM 

ARClffrf:CTlJRAL DESCRlPTION D set• (.:OntimJ(Jtion sheer 

Describe archilectural fliatures. Evo/uate 1/uJ dtaracteristfr:s r~{IIJis huiidmg 111 terms af'utfu::r buildings wi(hin tlw community. 

This large /z story Victorian d~clling with turret is probably uniqn~ 111 Chelmsford. Even whenjusi erected it wtts described as a 
'"sightly residence.'· Alternating shingles cover its sides. Reco.ntly added: i.ntrkntcly mullioned windows arc on parts of the original 
house. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE ~ see cominuation sheet 
Discu}s the hisloty of the b11llding. }!,),plain its associations with local (or state) histw:v. Include uses of the building. and the rofe(.si the 
owner:•,,..occupams played mJhi11 the community. 

Ground was broken _for rhc new residence at 55 H.igh Street in Nov .. 1892. By July 14, 1893 Dr. F. R. Rix's '·nev.: house on High 
street. is we.II toward completion and from its commanding elevation presents a fine appearance and commands a wide view. '1 By 
Nov. 11, 1893 '·Dr. F. R. Rix is fairly settled in his new· and s'igbtly residence on High Street. '· The house had water meter #l. 
Before coming to Chelmsford Dr. Frank R. & Ella Rix and fam ily had lived in Lowell, where he worked as both a physidan and 
as supervisor of music in the Lowell public schools. Three years after movi.ng into the residence at 55 High St. abOLrt 7:30 .PM 
Dr. Rix ''met with an accident which was a narrow escape from more seri9us results. At the time he was 011 his way to Lowell, and 
\vfom near the house of Dr. Howard [21 Chelmsford St.] turned to cross the electric track and came in collision vv'ith a c<ir ·which 
was under ti.ill headway. The buggy was badly damaged and the horse ·i1tjured in one foot, but the doctor had the good fortune to 
escape tmlumncd." In June of the following year "substantial improvements were made upon his prem.ises on l -ligh street. '' On 
Fridt1y evenings during the winter of J 897 he taught a suiging school in the_ Odd Fellows Hall [Central Square]. 1J1 1899 the Rix 
family moved to New York City for the winter, as he had obtained a position there as s~ipervisor of music in the city schools there . 
.Smnrnets were spent in the High Street house. The.family v,as still in New York City and the .house was unoccupied on Jm1e 2(}', 
1900 when it ''narrowly escaped being destroyed by fire, a spark from an [railroad] engine having set fire to the grass near the 
buildings, and the posts of tht:: windmiH were on fire- when neighbors arrived and extinguished the flames." The family was again: 
;:t\vay frw the winter months when on Jan. 4, 190 l the hous:¢ '·was. recen.tiy entered by unauthorized partjes and experienced a pretty 
thorough overhauling ., During the summer of 1902 the house was occupied by j\rfr. & Mrs. A. J. Howe, who had ovvned & 
resided iH 66 High SL for a short tlme a few years earlier. Mrs. R1x (EJJ.a) had come for a short stay early in the summer of 1.902., 
but a house in Brooklyn had been pmchased by D r. & Mrs. Rix, and rhe family staytxi there for the rest of that summer. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REF.ERENCES O see continumion sheer 
Lowell Weekly Jqurnal: Nov. 4. 1892 through Dec. 20, 1901 
Lowell Sunday Telegram: June I. 1902 
Middlesex N9rrh Disthct Registry of Deeds: Bk. 236, pg. l99: Aug. 29, l 892 
Records of Chelmsford Assessors, Town Clerk, Building Inspector 
Chelmsford & Lowell Street directories 
Cha.rlcs .McGowan: Feb. 15. J979 
Beth Benoit ·& Carole Rus~cll: April ,f. 2006 

D Recommended for listing in the Nationa.t Register of Historic Places. {[ checked, yon mus! attach q completed National 
.Register Criteria Statem,-,mtfm:m. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETIS ARCHlVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

80STON, Iv1ASSACHUSEITS02l25 

HISTORY 

Town 

CHELMSFORD 
Property Address 

55 HIGH STREET 

An:a(s) Fonn No. 

D .__! 1 _so _ __, 

In July 1907 the residence was sold by the Rixes to Azetla A. & Amasa H. Smith, who moved in with their daughter, Alice. 
The Smiths came from Lowell, where Amasa worked as a clerk in the post o.fficc. He died in 1913,agc 65, but his widow, 
Arzclla, remained in the High Street house until 1920, when she sold it and moved to nearby Bartlett Street. 

George H. & Esther Spillane were the owners for the next 21 years. They also moved here from Lowell. He worked in 
insurance. They moved to Billerica in 1926, and the house ,,vas rented or unoccupied for the rest of their ownership, and, as 
a result, deteriorated. The Miller families did rent it from the early 1920s until the early 1940s. Both Andrew P. Miller & 
his wife Selma and Anthony W. Miller & his wife Eline had several children. Andrew was a farmer and Anthony was an 
auto mechanic. 

Kendrick D. & Helen P. Rollins of Winthrop purchased the property early in 1947, and they were the next known 
occupants. He was the manager of a telephone company before becoming its superintendent. Twenty years later, in l 967, 
Charles and Marie McGowan bought the house and soon moved in with several children, and more were bom after that. 
Charles was a dentist. His mother, Lucy McGowan also Jived with them in a new addition made for her; she was here until 
her death probably in 1972. By 1984 the fantily had moved to Westford, and James W . & Catherine McClutchy took over 
the ownership. Mr. McClutchy \-Vas a builder and erected several houses in Chelmsford. Lisa and Troy Boley, an engineer. 
were the owner/occupants betv,cen 2000 & 2005. 



~'VENTOKY FORM CONTINl.lATI.ON SHEET TCMB 
CHELMSFORD 

MASS.Aonmrrrs IIJSIORICAL C<Nuts.sIOlNl 
MAssAcmmrrIS ARCHIVES Bu!ILDlrN.U 
220 MOKRJSSEYBolULEVARD 
IJOSION,. M.«\SSAOUBSEl"l'S 02125 

ALTERATIONS 

/1 s T(>ry 

addlnm-;, ~;;,f r£1.me 

1897 
"substantial improvements upon Iris premises" 

ca 1950 
new fireplace 

undated 

8{)6emf!J1T 
unf;n ;.shed 'ta. 

}3(l.S emeriT ---+­
.fi n,she.d r 

deck added on lefl side, near rear of house; rather poor condition in 2005 
1967 

remodeled kitchen fireplace 
ca 1950 fireplace replaced 
2 story addition; 36' x 26'; 24' high; wood; builder: J. George P icard of Lowell 

apartment on 1•t story: some items used from remodeled kitchen upstairs 
ca 1970 

unattached garage replaced by a new one; behind house 
1971 

new pool; left of house; concrete: 25' x 50' 
c.-a '19.:(0~ 

hot tub built on porch at right rear of house. This has been removed at an unkno"Wn time. 
undated 

Prnpm.y~ 

5 5 HIGH STREET 

~~) ~&. 

DI 1ffiD I 

7 

most windows are replacements: bow & picture windows not recent changes; intricate muUions 2004 or 5 
turret windows: not original, need replacing; are replacement casement windows 



INVENTORY JlORl\tt CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEY ARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

ALTERATIONS 

Town 

CI-IELMSFORD 

Property Address 
5 5 HIGH STREET 

Area(s) . Fonn No. 

DI 1so 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETIS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

MASSACHUSETI'S ARCIDVES BUD.,DING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEY ARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSEITS 02125 

Locational Information 

71°21'36"W 

Chelmsford 55 High Street 

Area(s) Fonn No. 

l1so 

' 



Bk. I 9482. pg. 184 24 Oct. 2005 

Bk. 13100, pg. 054 14 May 2002 

Bk. 4429, PK 35 3 March 1988 

Bk 2367, pg. 307 JO Oct. 1984 

Compiled b_y J. B. Drury Oct. 17,2005 

Deed Summary Additions 

Troy M. & Lisa Boley to 
Bctlt Benoit & Carole Russell, 5.5 High St. 
$860,000 
2.59 A. & bujJd:ings: 

Lot 1, McClutchy 1985 subdivision plan, Pl. Bk 151, Pl. 45 
including: easement right to pass over Combs Way 

in comm:on with lots 2 & 3 

James W. & C..athcrine L. McClutchy to 
Troy M. & Lisa Boley, 55 High St. 
$675,000 
2.59 A. & buildings: southeast side of Combs Way 

Lot 1 on 1985 McClutclly Plan, Plan Bk. 151, Plan 45 
including: easement right to pass over Combs Way 

in common \Vilh lots 2 & 3 
same: 1988 McClutchy'deed, hk. 4429. pg. 35 

Jarnes W. McClutchy io 
Jrunes W. & Catherine L McClutchy 
$1 
2.59 A. & buildings: southeast side of Combs Way 

Lot l on 1985 McClut.chy Plan, Plan Bk 151. Plan 45 
including: easement right to pass over Combs Way 

in common with lots 2 & 3 
same: portion of 1984 McGowan deed, bk. 2367, pg. 307 

Charles E. & l'vfurie L. McGowan, Westford, to 
James W. McClutchy, 55 High St. 
$320,000 
land & buildings: north side of High St. leading over Robbins Hill 
same: 1967 Rollins deed, Bk. 1790. pg. 411 



Bk • . 11 rO . pg , l ~1, · 

Ek . 1066, pg . 93 

Bk. 735 , pg . 177 

Bk. 735, pg. 176 

Bk . 626, pg. 

_ -:-. . .:'.i.."- · ·· 

Bk. 407, pg • . 574 

Bk. 262 , pg . 164 

Bk. 262 , pg . 163 

Bk. 2J6, pg . 199 

55 Hi0h Street 
Middlesez ::0rth District R ee;istry of Deeds . 

t~/ 5/1967 

Li-/ 9/1926 

h/ 9/1926 

5/15/1920 

7/20/1907 

J/19/1895 

3/19/1895 

8/29/1892 

Kendrick D. c'< .H:elen '.1 .. · Ro.llins to 
Charl es 2 . & Marie L. McGova~ 

. land & buildin3s 

George H. & .Es t her E. Spillane , Billerica , 
ta Kendrick · D. l · Hel en R. Ro llins, 

of· '.:finthrop 
l and & buildings 

Eliza beth F . Tiffany, Lowell , t .o 
George H. & Esther E. Spillane , Billerica 
land & buildings 

George H. Spillane.,. Biller ica, to 
Elizabeth F. Tiffany, . Lowell 
land & bui l dings . · . 

Arzilla A. Smith, widow, to 
George H • . Spillane, Lo~te 11 _ : ·"' . . .. 

. land· & bulldinrrs-·· , a···-~---· .,, .. 0 -·~·"· , . .......... .. ,. , _ 

• • • b .-=~A· .. ~~..: , • o 

Ella 1VI . Rix , Flushing ,, N. Y. : to 
Arzelle A. Smith~ Lowell 
land & . buildings · · 

Mary E . Walker, Lowe ll,. to 
Ella M. Rix . . 
land & buildings 
s ubj ect - 1849 rights :t o· Sewall Parkhurst 

Prank R . Rix to . 
Mary E . Walker, Lowell 
land & buildi ngs · 
$Ubject - 1849 rights: to Sewall Parkhurst 

Al6nzo L. Russeli, , Lowell, to 
Frank R. Rix~ Lowell 
·l and · 
subject - 1849 rights to Sewall Parkhurst 

Co:-ri·riilcd by ;r . Drury , Feb'. 1977 



55 High Street 
Lowell Weekly Journal 

Nov. 4. 1892 

Dec. 21 1892 

Dr . Ri ~ is soon to break ground for his oew riouse on High street. 

Dr . AiXhas broken ground for t he cell ar of his new house on High streeb. 

July 141 1893 Dr. flix' s new house on High street is well t oward completion and from its commanding 
elevation presents a fin~: appearance and commands a 1.ulde view. 

N.ov. 11, 1893 Dr. F. R. Rix is fairly settled in his new and sightly residence on High street . 

Mar. 6, 1896 Dr. F .)~, Rix of Chelmsford, while. driving in that to11JO f!londay night about 7:30 o'clock met 
with an accident which was a narrow e$cape from !lldre serious results. At the time he was on the way to 
Lowell , and when near thithouse .of Dr . lioward turneti"to c ross the electric tracl< and came i n collision with a 
car which was under full headway. Th~Etuggy was ~adly damaged and the horse injured in one foot, but the 
doctor had the good fort~ to escape u~armed. 

'di. • 
::Tt· 

p·' 

Dr. F. Ri' Rix is making/substantfa:t improvements upon his pr emises on High street. 
t 

June 4, 1897 

Oct . 29, 1897 A singlhg school to .he taught by Dr . F. R. Ri x is an assured fact. The use of Odd Fellows 
hall has been secured -~ttd a preliminary meeting, f ree t a all i nterested, will be held Friday eveni ng, 

•· November 5 ; at 7:30 o 1cloQJ<. : 
".l~ 

" 
Aug. 5, 1898 Dr. F. R 1.Rix and family are at their cottage, Baker ' s Island, for two weeks . 

jf.J : 
Jurua 30, 1899 Dr. F. R • . Rix and fami l ~ expect to remove in September to New Yark city for the winter. This 
change seems to be necessary on account of Or . Rix 's position there as supervisor of music i n the city 

ii s.chools. 

May 4, 1900 The buildings of Dr . F. R. Rix in Hig~ s t reet 
26th , a spark from an engi ne having sen fire to the gr ass near 
were on fire when neighbors ar rived and extinguished the flames . 
the house is unoccupied. 

narrowly escaped being dest royed by fire, 
the bui ldings and t he posts of the windmill 

Dr . Rix and family are yet in New York and 

June 8, 19~0 The house of Dr . F. R. Rix i n Hig~ street is re-opened fqr the summer, a part of the family 
having returned from New Yo;~k Fr i day. 

Jan. 4, 1901. The house))f Dr. F. R. R~x in High street was recently entered by unauthorized parti es and 
experienced a pretty thoro1:.19h overhauling~ The house is unoccupied during t he winter as the owner and family 
are here d.nl y in the summer', 

.. · -~ 

Jul y 5, 1901 The f amily of Or . F. R. Rix i s in town for the summer months. 

Sept. 6, 1901 Helen , only daughter of Dr. & Mrs. F. R. Rix is critically ill with peritonitis at their 
summer home in High street. A consultation of physicians was held Sunday. 

Sept . 13, 1901 Helen Rix , who has been critically i ll , is steadily improving. 

Dec. 20r 1901 Helen , daughter of Ot. & Mrs . F. R. Rix , who was seriously ill here last summer , but so far 
recovered as to return i n the autumn to their home in Flushing, New York. has been much worse , and last week 
was obli~ed to ·submit to a surgi cal operation to save her life. At last accounts her condition was hopeful • .• 

Lowell Sonday Teleoram 

June 1, 1902 Pb:. ·& Mrs. A. J . Howe <!'i'.e to occupy the Rix homestead thi s summer , Mrs. Rix 111as in town for 
a short stay recently but Dr. Rix has putghased a house in Brooklyn and they will remain there this summer, 








