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Sketch Map 
Draw a map shoiring 1he building 's lucalion in re/a/ion to /he 
nearest cross streets and/or major natural features. Show all 
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Organization for Chelmsford Historical Commiss ion 

Date (monlh . year) August 2006 

Assessor 's Number US(,S Quad /\rea(s) Fonn Numh.:r 

I 93/336/2 lT~·ngsboro I Dl.___30_6 _ ___., 

Town Chelmsford 

Place (neighborhood or \'///age; 
Chelmsford Center 

Address 61 High Street 

Historic Name P. J. Brennan House 

Uses: Present residence 

Original residence 

Date of Construction 1891-2 

Source Lowell Weekly Journal 
l 2/18/189 1: 2/5/ l 892: 5/20/1892 

Style/Form Victorian 

Architect/Builder 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation 

Wall/Trim 

Roof 

perhaps I st om1cr, Peter Brennan, 
who was a carpenter 

split granite blocks 

clapboard. butted 

ridge: gable to front 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

Major Alterations (with dares) 
1956 - addition/changes 

see continuation sheets 

Condition good 

Moved tKJ no D yes Date 

Acreage 2.03 acres 

Setting /\ paved drive kads from l li gh St. up bes1dc thc kll sidc ,,r 
the house to the front or the ham . /\ picket t'enct! runs hcside l ligh St. /\ 
stone ,,all is along the left side from l ligh St. to ca oppositc the hum. 
L,m11 & trees are on the right s ide of the proper!~ & go s1<.:q1[\ d,i,\ll to 

a marshy nrca. The rear area is la,,·n until it goes hac.:k up to a Ccns:c. 

·111..: prop.::rty ends in woods on <>ther side of the 1;.;nce. 

J-'vllmr _\ /assacliusells I Ii ~,,irical c:ommi.u1011 Sunvy \ !mmal i11s1111uio11s /or com pll'I ing 1/iis/vrm. 



BUILDING FORM 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRJPTJON fj !>ee continuation sheet 
Describe architectural fea/Ures. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of olher buildings within the communitv. 

The residence at 61 High Street is a 2 1/2 story building with a ridge roof with front gable and is T shaped. A one story 
rear ell with dormer is attached to a large barn with cupola on top. Attached to the rear of the barn are more sheds. 
See continuation sheets for pictures taken in August 2006 and for outlines and measurements of the building at various 
dates. Cornerboards are on the main house and rear ell and are topped with brackets. A tall, narrow brick chimney is 
located at the junction of the main roof and that of the "T" , and is just right of the main roof ridge. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE I&'] see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. include uses of the building. and the role(.s) the 
owners/occupants played within the community. . 
During late fall or early winter of 1892 Peter J. Brennan began erecting the house at 61 High St. on land he and his wife, Mary, 
had purchased the previous year . Ownership of the land vvas subject to an 1849 well right of Sewall Parkhurst. It was believed 
that the house was being built for sale by Peter Brennan, but in May 1892 Peter & Mary Brennan moved into their new house. 
However, tax records of May 1893 state that the house vvas still unfinished although the perhaps then unattached barn was. The 
Brennans did not reside there long, because in 1894 they sold it, and by 1898/99 they were residing in North Chelmsford . 
Although not listed as a contractor, very likely Peter , if not the builder, at least worked on this house, as he was a carpenter who 
had a business of house finishing and the manufacture of screens & windows. 

In April 1896 Melvin Walker & his wife Abby moved here from Westford; he was a farmer. They resided here until 1919, when. 
Charles Forsythe and his wife Carrie became the new owners . Charles was the superintendent of streets, but in 1920 they sold to 
lrad or Isaac Hall. However, they continued to live here until 1925/26, when they moved to California., and the Halls moved in. 
Mr. Hall is said to have been a meat inspector or wholesale meat man. Zeno & Charlotte Jarvis moved here from Lowell, having 
t ecomc owners of the property in 1930 . Charlotte died about 1940, but Zeno spent some of his retirement years here, until 1930 
,vhen he sold the house to George & Barbara Parkhurst and moved back to Lowell. 
} . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES D see continuation sheet 

Middlesex No. District Reg. Deeds: Bk. 11 , pg . 25 , 189 1: bk. 7640, pg . 182, 1/9/ 1995 
Lowell Weekly Journal: 12/ 18/ 189 1: 2/5/1 892 : 5/20/1892 
Chelmsford Assessors · records: Street Directories: Building lnspector·s records: tax records 
George A. Parkhurst: 12/2 1 /I 983 
Jeanne Sullivan : July 1980 

D Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places . {( checked. you must attach a completed National 
Register Criteria Statement.form. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAC H LiSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISS ION 

M ASSACH US ETTS A RCHIV ES B UILDfNG 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVA RD 

B OSTON, M ASSACHUSETTS 02125 

History 

Town 

C HELMS FORD 

Property Address 

61 HIGH STREET 

/\rca(s) Fonn No. 

D l..__~_06 _ ___, 

George ParkJ1Urst descended from the old Parkhurst family of early Chelmsford . Barbara was descended from the 
Hildreth family of early Chelmsford/Westford. Both were g reatly interested in the history of these two towns. He was a 
chemical engineer and she was a bacteriolog ist. They raised their family here before moving in 1966 to Overlook Drive, 
a lso in Chelmsford . 

61 High St. was purchased in L 966 by Louis & Claire Kelly, \.vho moved here with their children Joan, Martin and John. 
Son Russell was born after that. Louis was a baker by trade, as was Martin when he became old enough. About 1980 the 
pa rents were apparently divorced, and by 1985 Claire had remarried, to Vernon F. Williams, a sales executive. They sold 
the dwelling in 1989 to Robert Waskiewicz, a financial planner, who resided here for 5 years, when the present residents 
purchased the property. · 

Alterations 
ca 1948 soon after Parkhursts moved in 

kitchen: 2 smaller \.\indows replaced 2 windows which \\.·ent dmvn to floor & were 2 over 2 
ca 1949 

front porch screened in 
double front door replaced by solid door with lites 

ca 1950 

minor changes to back porch: post in middle of porch with \.Vas replaced by an elliptical a rch 
kitchen: two windows, 2 over 2, were replaced by a la rge casement window. This was on opposite s ide of kitchen from 

above window change 
ca 1954 

bathroom: 2 small windows put in. 

when Pa rkhursts moved in, they found someone had partitioned bath out of a bedroom, leaving hall 
Parkhurst took out partition: changed things around somewhat 

1956 addition. 
contractor: George Picard 
roof raised on rear part, in front of the barn. Anderson window installed there. 
v,est side: roof removed & raised up 7 or _1i feet, & the roof put back on. Dormer made, Anderson window 

became master bedroom 
ca 1956-58 

porch added: with g reen fiberglass roof 
contractor: Ralph House 

1974 addition 
indoor pool built 24 · x 40· 
contractor: Richard Campbell 
poured foundation 

1985 
reconstruction of deck, bath laundry 
contractor: Brian O 'Neil 

ca 1990 

removed exterior door - from ki tchen on fropt of house, I on right side of main door. 
added 30 x 15 woodshed attached ro rear of house 

same general period: a few interior changes 
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MASSACHUSEITS HISTORJCAL COMMISSION 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HJSTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEY ARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETJS02125 

under gable of Jtie 1'1" 
11ghT e, ide 

Town 

CHELMSFORD 

Property Address 

61 HIGH STREET 
Area(s) Fonn No. 

D~l 3_o_6~ 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEY ARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
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Bk. 76~Q pg. 18 1 Olnl9/ 1995 

Bk. 50 I I. pg. 270 09/15/ 1989 

Bk. ~925. pg. 23 7 06/20/1989 

Bk. 2633. pg. 25..J. 07/2 l/ 1983 

Bk. l 718. pg. 29 02/05/1966 

Bk. 1093. pg. 53..J. 06/1 8/19..J.8 

Bk. 788. pg. -l-07 O.J./08/1930 

Bk. 777. pg.~ 7-l- 06/17/1929 

Bk. 63 I. pg. 186 08/2 t/ l 920 

Bk. 602. pg. 378 05/ 19/ 19 19 

Bk. 273. pg. 325 O.J./Ol / 1896 

Bk. 252. pg. -l-88 CW 18/ 189..J. 
mo rtgage 

6 1 High Street 
Middlesex North Di strict Registry of Deeds 

Robe11 J. Waskiewic, .. Main St. Westford. to 
Simo n J. & Marilyn H. Curry. 6 1 Hig h St. 
$ 285.000 
88.350 sq . fl . & buildings thereon : nonherly side Hig h St. 
sa me: Waskiewicz deed . Bk.501 1. pg. 270 

Vernon F. Williams to 
Robert J. Waskiewicz 

Claire E. Williams to 

Louis E. Kelly to 

George A. & Barbara H. Parkhurst to 
Louis E. & Claire M. Kelly 
88,350 sq. ft. & buildings thereon 

including,right: land south of premises 

Zeno P. Jarvis, LowelL to 
George A. & Barbara H. Parkhurst 
88.350 sq. ft. & buildings thereon 

including right: land south of premises 

Willie F. & Etl1cl M. Douglas. Lowell. to 
Zeno P. & Charlotte M. Douglas. Lowell 
88.350 sq. ft. & buildings thereon 

including right: land south of premises 

!rad B. Hall to 
Willie F. & Ethel M. Douglass, Lowell 
88,350 sq. ft. & buildings thereon 

including right: land south of premises 

Charles R. Forsythe to 
!rad B. Hall 
88.350 sq. ft. & buildings thereon 

including right: land south of premises 

Melvin Walker to 
Charles R. Forsythe 
88.350 sq. ft. & buildings tllereon 

including right: land soutJ1 of premises 

Alonzo L. Russell. Lowell . to 
Melvin & Abbie E. Walker. Westford 
88,350 sq. ft. & buildings thereon 

including right: land sout.h of premises 
subject: 18..J.9 well right of Sewall Parkhurst 

Maud M. Marsh to 
Fred M. Barney. Lowell 
S 1800 . 

88,350 sq . ft . & buildings thereon (insured against fire) 
including right : land south of premises 

subject: t 8-1-9 well right of Sewall Parkhurst 

Bk. 273. pg. 326: discharge of mortgage 



Bk. 21.:i. pg. 5-t6 06/ J(i/ 1892 

Bk. 229. pg. 11/25/189 1 

Bk. 229. pg. :i:i-t 11 /25/1891 

Bk. 225. pg. 068 06/29/189 1 

Peter J. & Ma~ C. Brennan to 
Loui s A. Young 
88350 sq. ft . 
subject: 1849 \\ell right ofSe"all Parkhurst 

Alon10 L. Russel l. Lowell. to 
Mary C. Brennan 
88350 sq. ft . 
subject: 1849 well right of Sc,, all Parkhurst 

Alo111.o L. Russell. Lowell. to 
Ma~· C. Brennan 
88350 sq. ft . 
subject: 1849 ,, ell right of Sewall Parkhurst 

George A. & S. Waldo Parkhurst: Ellen L. Comins. Concord. .H. to 
AlonLo L. Russell. Lowell 
$4500 
V.. part - 30 A. land & buildings thereon 
subject: I 8-t9 well right of Sewall Parkhurst 



GI. High Street 

Lowell Wecklv Journal 

Dec. 18. 1891 - P. J. Brennan is building a house on High street opposite the residence of L.A. Young. 

Brennan - 61 High St. 
Young - 60 High St. 

Feb. 5. 1892 - P.J. Brennan is pushing his new house on High street. 
It is reported that it will be for sale when completed. 

May 20, 1892 - Peter J. Brennan has moved into his new house on High street. 

Jeanne Sullivan July 1980 
Kellys have indoor pool in t.he basement 

George Parkhurst Dec. 21 , 1983 

1956 addition 
roof raised on back part - front of barn -Anderson window 
was storage room with stairs 

going up to it with l window (still there. faces 35 High St) 
other side: was a solid wall next to driveway - was ca 4 ft high 

roof taken off on west side & raised up to 7 or~ feet & roof put back on. Made barn dormer with 
Anderson window; became master bedroom 

kitchen: 1st floor 
basement 

Parkhurst (mostly) changes 
1. ca 1950 

minor change to back porch - cosmetic 
post in middle with brackets replaced with elliptical arch 

2. ca 1950 
put in big window with casements in kitchen (2 windows were 2/2) 

3. when 151 moved in 
ot11er side of kitchen had 2 windows, 2/2, down to floor - replaced with 2 smaller windo\.vs 

4. ca 1949 
front porch (a bit to side) 

screened in 
5. double front door replaced with solid door with lights 
6. ca 1960 

partition removed between sitting room & parlor; made into a large room 
7. ca 1954 

bat11room: 2 small windows put in 
when Parkhurst moved: they found someone had partitioned bath out of bedroom. leaving hall. 
Parkhurst took out partition; changed t.hings around 

8. ca 1956-58 
porch with green fiberglass roof 
put in by Ralph House 

9. Kelly added pool 

Hall : was a meat inspector or wholesale meat 10an. 






