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Monument has historical connection with the
following themes: (See also reverse side)

Agriculture Commerce/Industry
Architecture Science/Invention
Art/Sculpture &ravel/ C owication
Education lilitary Affairs >

Literature Indians

Music Development of Town/City
Government Religion/ Philosophy

IMPORTANCE of monurment to area: Great Coderate yNone

MONUMENT endangered by:

" Original Owner _

. Present Oyner

2090 b
Chelmssord

oweel voniral Square

(MInute men)

Name Concord Battle Monumenths

town of Chelmsford

Date Constructed

engraved 1899

Date Dedicated June 17, 1899

Source of Date Chelmsford “Newsweakly 155

Designer or Sculptor

[

Individual or group responsible for monument
if other than owner town Park Commission

CONDITION: @Eﬁe\nh Good Fair Deterlorated Moved* Altered

P T T T e e e R

LOCATION OF INSCRIPTION: Plaque on wall, house, post; base of monument; othe'r

on the front of boulder:

22" wide, 24%" high

ENTIRE INSCRIPTION on monument:

Here on the 19th of April 1775, the minute guns summoned the men of

Chelmsford to the Concord fight,.

Erected by the Molly Varnum Chapter De.A.R. A.D. 1899
DESCRIPTION**
Foundation: Pedestal Base @ aterial
Material: Bronze Stone Marble @z'qamte“x Wood Other Boulder
Setting (surroundings) on Central Square :
Size (approximate) Width 42"  Heipght 57" Depth BL"

e
N KT. o

Recorder Mrs., Jane Bs Drury

For Chelmsford Historlcal Commisslon
(Name of Organization)

Photo #10=-11 Date Received '7/1/1974

* If the monument has been moved, indicate the
original location on the reverse side,
** Describe the monument on the reverse side.




GIVE A'BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER AND/OR DESIGN OF MONUMENT

A 2nd Reve memorlal was unvelled on June 17, 1899 in Cenbtral Square near the assembs
ling place of Chelmsford's minute men who responded to the alarm guns of April 19,
1775 Nearby bulldings were decorated with flags and bunting and special street: cars
terowded to thelr utmost capacity'! brought passengers from Lowell. On the program
were speeches, singing by a male quartet, musical selections by cornetists, and the
readlng of a patrlotlc poems The Regent of the N.Y.C. shapter of the D.A.R. spoke
Just before the boulder was unvelled by the late Elizabeth Fiske Werren, then 8 yrs.
old, a lineal descendant of Revs. ancestors, and the ceremony concluded with 3 rouse
Ing cheers, A large elm shaded the group of distingulshed guests & speakers who were
gathered around the rostrum on the hay scales near the watering trough, and after
the exerclses the Flske house was opened to the public & many of the guests were

entertalned with refreshments at nearby homes and at the ﬁ%ﬁﬁjhﬁ1l
GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF MONU 3 Refer to the

theme circled on front of form. What happened? Who was important? Comment)

About 8 AM on Aprll 19th a messenger arrived from Blllerlica bringing news of the
British advance, The minute men of Chelmsford rendezvoused near the memorlal
boulder In Central Square. From a rock a few feet north of this spot the minute
guns were fired by Joseph Warren., Rev. Bridge requested the men to go into the
meeting-~house for prayers before- they went, but Serge John Ford replied that they
had more urgent business on hand, and he hastened on to the conflict with over 100
mene The 1lst men reached Concord sabout 9:30 AM, before the fight began at 10 AM,.
Later Chelmsford men Jolned them at Merriam'!s Corner, Serge, Ford was especially
active at Hardy'!s H1ill., Wounded during the day were Capte Oliver Barron and
Deacon Aaron-: Chamberlain, Some Britlsh prisoners were brought back to €helmsford
tho next day, and the Commlttee of Safety "consented to have them left, provided
that we would leave a guard,"

«

REFERENCE: (Where was this information obtained? What book, records, etc.)

Chelmsfored "Newsweekly" 1955
Waters, "History of Chelmsford"

Drake, "History of Middlesex County", pgs 302
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- No fonger does the mbrument on the] p=Wev. Granville Plorte FmAe @4 £ Y& Ten Feached Tonoor

| common,_at Chelislordsrecte 1n 1669 {§ ShetrY FTRT S0 PERILET o who | gt and-they rametiasely Jorueh  n

f A : s =" g R 3 A 3 .- X 0oL 3 3 o 5 .

—stand " as the ‘solé Tnemorial of the | F ool the historleal address, Which fol- | the parsult. Willlam Fletcher of Darh

| 'valor of hér sons yho :!Efi.he_’geyolm-\ ToWB AT LS R E L A e 2 ‘rér’s‘ company Wwrote out. late in life, ‘a

tlonary war went forth:fo Battle for | fi < X8 PERIAM S ADDRESS & {yery modest account of his éxperlerice
N s e s B 1t 1 hearly e tentury Ahd & qu r{ that day.” He says: “We followed the

l‘?sz ty. at Concord, ,R‘?q’l,‘f-%‘?fl";l'l‘- 20391 1 Msince the startlinig sound of the minute | enemy and ¢ate yn with thein-some-

other flelds of that, memorable. SIrug- |t guns, fired from. this' spot, summoned | where In LeXington, . Qur compdny bes

gle. Saturday atiérndon, Jine 17, with |™ the men of Chelmsford to_ that’ first | haved as well asconld LeiZwgoniad  al)

3 astlng ewcriteos that patriotic ‘or- ||\ clash of ‘arms of that”great strugkle § o S Lot et ed. - I- was four times
Interesting exérclses that patrigtic.or: . O 9% SNCH-0n dhe foundine of, the | -tines CONSATat L. bos 0 o death
ganization, Molly Varnum:chapter, D. | jq¢jon, =i oo, modass, 2 W2 B 080T re ey avv'thig'l-'t}\- We followed, the. ~enemy
A, R, In fhe presence, 'of representa-'| . It Is graceful and fitting that thig pa- E’nfc‘—ré" than half way over Charjestown:
| tives of '0ld Middl¢sex’ Chapter; S, A-] " :trlorsi% hﬁ?lggyiggg;nnﬁluﬁo = ta}:-;’ gg “neck. - Tgé‘"eneﬁif'_ip\-as;_‘ ulal ef%ih'gz_ﬂ"-

“Dr. M¢ “harkes. f presidents & - 5Ce ' those: re onary.” BC-4i-via " Tsing - s_hill.%, Therd; are,
R., Dr. Moses G, Parker, . president, al’ y,rg" chould “eréct. this tablet in: the ;tﬁ%‘s"é g;égfntlaa';x};erx’-emémb& him’ %
| delegation from Post 185 G A. R, J. Al heart of the ‘old mother town,"to help ity o” Billy. Fletcher.!. living -’ the
' Bartlett, commander, and a large gath- 3 ‘g) gj‘eep,.,_g.r_e,?’{!h?.??m‘?{y-o.t, herplell 1 “gambrel “roof .. hdu;s's:f' by- Npr}t‘g_

5 FE 5 Sk R e e P [ BRSPS b S ea Sl et eI e U § 3 P > e on efore me Wr
. £¥InS o shis paople of the . toywh . and jf3. For the first time in the history. of | ;-fqua!‘;g'a fzn%ri‘-"sﬁétocﬁeei' teil Howr they
" from other places, dedicated’ a Tassive?t “our country we. find people questioning {123 1 5 oot in fror
e & s St gt § Mt ¥, we. OPLe ANEs *ran through the flelds to get in
. boulder to the mémory of the minute{} thé "~ soundness -of those | brinciples ‘the red-coats to fire on_ them.:
men of Chelsford who Tesponded, tod {. adopted by the foundérs, as_the hasis : :
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> 0, you
; ! k X it o 't such a very long tir
: res " of. their faith and Inspiration.;. It 1s{,%¢¢ S appeneds i § s
the siarm guns on, e mornine . of{ |00 L fiitea that Jn-order o deat {144 1€ NeBPERSE, S i g e
" Dlaced in the ‘heart of the villagel j- Mmore efficlently. with present_ CoR- \r'from this section were in the regiment’
" and near the :ﬁ!cft 'se';cfgﬁr asseer‘:xbl?gg‘ : ditibns{so%r governTeutt :‘;JPSL%#‘ Sl‘i’,fég }of Col- Ebenezer Bridge, who was a son
T L i 0 L. N3t ypspec e reconstructes 10T €S | ator me,  Lieut.-
r..‘f-‘fon uthatﬁeyeptt&zl day, and o‘fl.,l;svfa_ce‘.‘_. ¢ _more nearly resembling the ‘monarchies :«‘(":t lthftg’;‘ég.‘sgi-,ﬂgr*?“f;gmme C ¢
| fronting the road down which the pa-] b of Turope,, It seems to be necessary, |; Col MOSes B0 Th05 0" R an "o 0 5 0
ing In %m T e Ml il j therefore, {0 reckamine ihose. prig-if E"h‘ Chelmsford company, which con=:
F_Aginsc:;ption__. “Here on the’ 19th- of! F ciples 1aid down in that ancient docu-{} T %.. 0. men,. was commanded by
‘April, 1776 the minute’ guns summoned ment, the Declaration of Independence, ';E}Sf-e 4 hn Ford.:, .Capt. Benjamin,
the men of Chelmsford’ to the Concord} % jn’ drder to determine  whether they Capt. John -rm};,gi,d of & company
. fight. Erected by the’' Molly. Varnumj ¥ mdy not have bécome outgrown, and Jalker Janis. <o f whom 10 were from:
. Chapter, D, A. R.,, A. D. 1899.” =717~ 4 F'no Tonger ip keeping with the spirit of of about so_meAn.tO k“ his. company into
The dwellings ™ and- business places f‘a_"g"reafa.'n progressive people. . ~« this to“'"": e f?o from the cover of
surrounding the little park where the} §':" Are fhose before mé—patriotic as you| Charlestown t% ALE ol the enemy’s
ceremonies took place had been appro<q {“are In every, fibre of your being—pre- | buildings and encéesl 81:1 from that po-
priately decorated with flags and-bunt-3 F'pared” to_see that hitherto sacred in-{ left flank. NELRD (d e 3f his men,
i,,t?li ?:1(11 pr]'omlnent__a.mon_g these” 'wé!feg * strument flung aside like an Implement | ‘sition he passed, with some, ot 213 i
owlngs ~. .3 HE. 3 i o st R -

“onde usefu T X i i the margin of
‘onde useful but rendered obsolete by a] to the right flank along_trze___l_';lars

“rhore modern invention?-and, . in thed Mystic_river, wlere he wal wounded
“plice 'of Hs sentiments, “the' principled tand fell into, the hands cg:.the&n.?mg-.
* substituted that governments iay,de-1 ' He died in August following from ¢

rive just powers oyer a people by pur-{teffect of hls wound. i ..t RS A S

¥ i b B i, e
“chase_and. conquest; or,” shall we_ stlll . Capt, Ford was sent with - his “com=
y o " pin ur faith: to_thosé mors noble sen-1Fpany from Cambridge to reinforoe the

sonage; the post office: the home of E.1 ! timents for which our fathérs fought; | Efroops op the hill.  One account states
oL Adaxps:'_ Wilson's block and the Odd “éentimehtg‘-_m‘org‘c‘_onsis_tent.{ with: the]¥ihat he “obtained permission from ihe
! Fellows’ | building.:-,*0ld | Glory” also Bpirit of our institutions,”that “all men | *general to withdraw his company pri-

floated from the flagstaff on the ‘com-{ § are created equal’ and_ that “‘govern-i iyatcly and march directly, {0 the scene
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The historic Fiske mansion, over 1001
years old, which besides the nationall
‘co!ors displayed the hospitable word
L. (“Welcome;”” the store of S. W. Park-
| hurst: houses of Dr. A. Howard_and

Mrs, Sarah P. Ripley; Episcopal par-

. mon and school building, and at other] F hents derive their Just powers fromi ¥oe acifon, = s - woiimnr i oal i &
. places the spirit of the occaslon found] | the cobsent of the moverned.” -5/ 1.} "gna orossing of Charlestown: Necky
_expression in patrjotic emblems. Over “. The Chelmsford minute-men, whose} ‘[.\ed by the guns of the British ves-!

the enirance to the town hall where “memory we .honor today, numbered}’'..|s was a severs. ordeal, for. the
1 Molly Varnum =chapter entertained, 104 men. . Here are their names. One Che:.lmsrord boys, “and” somse wavered,
L were decorations of ” red, .white and ‘pompany of 43 men was under the com- ‘ ; z ; 3

o : ‘one or more turning back. As the com-
";-?and of. Captaln Moscs lPaxther, ‘“tgo ' pany passed down from B_unker_H!l‘.
*qived about a mile easterly Ifrom e the cannon which had

;,_blue and the invitation ‘“Welcome. ' |
Sergt. Charles E. Bartlett of Troop F,

1]
. cavalry, ;was -chief aid at the grounds, village. at . what Is now the Widow ;they came upon Sk
4 Y NShETs’ TWETE msford § 91 E oot R E e oo S R : en sabandomed by <Capt. Callender.
v z‘g égge Eshera Were g;;)elrr-;ﬁ.ford sehoo! ~Dris¢oll place. .and the g,tﬁer company, "E:‘ehesa_ by .orders .:roa:n-,..Gsan. Patnam.

“consisting’.of 81. men, - commanded by } ¢ . fenc
“Capt.: Oliver’ Barron. the t@VeTn{Keep4_ were 5‘:3;“?}0' the _*rai'l,ﬁt ;
" er,. . hostelry stood “ppposite ‘us f p-==m s amomem=rnaee T

f:%d:'}tlgiesite of t?\e “"ilsonp(?oitage by | | position the company reached just be-
' 4ha railroad. Upon the roll of Bairron's {_fore the action began. The field 1)1:'(‘,6‘5-
. Zompany it states: “We. in consequence { (were served effectively under Putnam’s}
-of the alarm made upon ye 19th of bdirection. . = A
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The autocrati¢ weather man was in

his happiest mood. and he smiled ap-
' provingly upen the patriotié “Daugh-3
:_ ters,"” memblbers of Molly Varnum c—hap—]
"ter. in their noble endeavor.
¥
]

The silreet railway company put on . — thome for thel ¥ The British }igm wing under Gen.:
extra cars for .the occasion,” and ai 'Apr!l. 1775, marched from h o f y

p i 1 Y i rgainst . the rail
i i : c 5efence of -this colloney, against  thej iHowe was directed aga - the %
iﬁfgﬁléhb:anng the speakers, guestsl of Iminist erial troops” . The men compos- fence In order to turn Prescotts_poszi.___‘
} : members of the chapter, left] i "™ oca " troops - were . scattered{ {tion at the redoubt. Our men WETE BF-
. Merrimack square at 210 p. m. Other{ ¥,7 . ctout the town from Concord 0B} ‘dered to reserve, their fire until the:

C.F .S’. 1’,".?‘;5“3,&";.&1""1]5, .}.‘1r:?u1.§5_'; _wm“e "the south to the Alerrimack river andj !'epnemy were \x'ithiti eight rods. ég‘{f,'—’

»Sptavdad to thele utmnst EApRCIEy. up ‘Dunstable on the north. while the advancing regulars paused 04
R . Wi D (" My father has pointed out to me thel gemolish a fence which obstructed thelr,
b e ‘1‘1‘{ the Z‘t‘-‘ti‘ds' illltee b ‘place on the faum whure his gt"dﬂld* progress, Joseph Spalding \\'asdu:flalne1
. I ha he eflicic m ha e - ity left his tools;| iy ortunity offered for &
'made admirable arrangements for the father, Samuel Perhamn, ¢ to resist the oppo 3

¥ epeak £ when the report of the minute BUNS{ o4 chot, for which the wrath of Put-;
.-Eo;?kt?:eerl‘jsa‘?'!;galigﬂmhge} t{hethplgtforn;j fcalled him to sterner duties. Reniun inam was visited upon him for disobe-
2 mtlg’niﬁ:’cent elr'nur:;lgde :1; e‘r;c(égegt ' Pierce. the father of President Frank- { dlence of orders. The inscription_uponsj

-

el : : s T ierce, was plowing in a field near .estope in  yonder _cemetery
:.,{f‘.“.f"‘fa“;," f°1th"1 5"'"“_}‘*’_‘ s rostrum, and .'1\:-?;3;1?3 now thg junction. of B and ?::mir?-}{:twas am’oi‘:'g the brave as-
;;-:':llwt.}.alr]'?evlmlggradi?.meg(f ({%L;l %]q[&l‘g]?po? } Powell streets, dm It"".?{""“t' 311]; \:]1&(6; iserters'and dafenders of his (&o%rtrigt
b veria: - - . Sl Z 5 g | yea pointed out the tree ‘ o P e il1, where he opene pe -
. were arranged szais for the members { years he pointed out hen “the plow Bunker Hill, w ' - i
" of the chapter and their fiiends. At :g%s‘-’hi‘l’]"?ﬁié‘lsﬂ;;;i\? ‘_;_lt::;:lc,d_é.he ]i‘up- ‘|tlelby'ﬁ1:111g. ‘_’};]U'r} the wgny_befme or
., lhe centre of the enclosure was the 4 ihe sermeant in_ Barron's i ders were given.’ s — o
I boulder, veiled in the Stars and Stripes | tain Ford, the Ser t Pawtucket] } . His descendants, some of whoin ar
I and crowned with a laurel wreath.. * -] company, left his mill t?w Kitchen for{ | here present, say that Jogeph always
§ A few minutés after 3 o'clock a bugle Falls and stepped into Lo8 oo ! Gaclared that he brought down Major
i 2kl s 3 hasiy bowl of bread and milk beforej [E= s 3
y call, sounded by Williston Carll, a.n—i a Y his horse As the men : Pitcairn. ] b TR NS S0 dagih
. nounced the openinz of the exercises. ‘E??T.l..ﬂighere at the ‘\'i]]a.ge they wered | The rail fence was stubbornly de-
= Lhemag Nepmiith, regent of olly By the gcod parson, Rev. Ebenezer | ' fended and was the last point 1o be
'“'{lp‘ ! _#zv\:~{.’r.-«-us-lf:f<1 “H!?_ charac- 'f\ful"-f who invited them to the mieet-} “yialded at the third assault. Capt, Ifﬁ‘{.d
o g .“"n,.d kit h’,‘””y sl ing house for prayers, but Ford polite- ¥ Jvas highly commended for the spirit
, BUNCORE el JnlEyy. WL MRS plbe ly objected on the plca of more urgent | pe gisplayed. Eleven of his men WES
i N < business, and well dld the gallant cap-| { \ounded. Lieut.-Col. Moses 1’31'1\;“‘ {;le
L ,t’ P )(’ — '1 tain justify his haste. for it is said that | jnortally wounded and was left t“ b
B i a4 e N L€« five British soldiers fell before his rifle§ Frogoybt. He was & veteran © T
- J that day. One young man who was DOt: | prench and Indian wars, and his D;
) [ enroiled begged and obtained leave .t°.i was deeply deplored. He had b“‘h?“’..
75 8 \ r’ y go in place of his more eiderly gmplny- } ' With great gallaniry, i-lj_:';}}e‘&gtsL)_ll. |
¢ S X er, and ran beside Captain Ford's horse; t.o .- = ®

nSGE.
\l i to Concord, holdinrg by the surnup
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Boulder dedication, June 17

Courtesy of Chelmsford Histor
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WHERE THE MINUTEMEN MEET

A second Revolutionary memo-
rial was unveiled on June 17,
1899, in Central Square, near
the assembling place of Chelms-
ford’ s minute men who responded
to the alarm guns of April 19,
1775. This boulder was erected
by the Molly Varnum Chapter,
Daughters of the American Re-
volution, and dedicated with
elaborate ceremonies.

Nearby buildings were decor-
ated with flags and bunting,
and special street cars ‘crow-
ded to their utmost capacity’
brought passengers from Lowell.
On the program were speeches,
singing by a male quartet,
musical selections by cornet-
ists, and the reading of a
patriotic poem. A special
guest, the Regent of the New
York City chapter of the D.A.R.
spoke just before the boulder
was unveiled by the late Eliz-
abeth Fiske Warrem, then 8
years old, a lineal descendant
of Revolutionary ancestors,
and the ceremony concluded
with 3 rousing cheers. A large
elm shaded the group of dis-
tinguished guests and speakers
who were gathered around the
rostrum on the hay scales near
the watering trough, and,
after the exercises, the Fiske
house was opened to the public,
and many of the guests were
entertained with refreshments
at nearby homes and at the
‘town hall.

Newsweekly Apr. 14, 1955




Central Square, Chelmsford Center, Mass. |

7184'PUBLISHED BY R W EMERSON

Postcard Courtesy of Paul Pettazoni



Central Square. Here on the 19th of April, 1775, the Minute Guns Summoned the Men of
Chelmsford to the Concord Fight. Erected by the Molly Varnum Chapter,
Published by R. W. Emerson D. A. R., A. D. 1899

Postcard Coutesy of Paul Pettazoni
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CENTRAL SQUARE, CHELMSFORD, MASS.

Postcard Courtesy of Paul Pettazoni



e

Postcard (:o tes of Paul Pettazoni




Central Square Watering Trough 7/31/2004 F. Merriam
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