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MARKER . MILESTONE 
RELIGIOUS SHRINE · BOUNDARY. MARKER 

. GROUP COMPOSITION . 

Monument has historical connection with the 
following themes: (See also reverse side) 

Agriculture 
Architecture 
Art/Sculpture 
Education 
Literature 
Music 
Government 

Commerce/Industry 
Science/Invention 
J:r:~1/Co_~ication 

~~!t3:!'Y...b.ffai~ 
Indians 
Development of Town/City 
Religion/P~.ilosophy 
- - - - - - - - - - - - -

Chelrnstord 
..., . ... · .;1:: ~ Cantral Square 

(Minute men) 
Name Concord Battle Monmzmnt·<; 

Original Owner.A-___________ _ 

Present Owner town of Chelmsford . 
Date Constructed engraved 1899 

Date Dedicated June 1 7, 1899 

Source of Date Chelmsford 11 Newsweokly r 55 

Designer or Sculptor -----=-, ------
Individual or group responsible for monument 
if other than owner town Park Commission 

CONDITION:~ Good Fair Deteri~rat~d Moved*. Altered ___________ _ 
IMPORTANCE of monument to a:rea: Great(Modera}e)None ________ ......._ _____ _ 

MONlJMENT endangered by: --------------..:.-------..-------------. 
LOCATION OF INSCRIPTION: Plaque on wall, house, post; base of monument; other -----

on the front of boulder: 22 11 wide, 24-i" high 
ENTIRE INSCRIPTION on monument: __ ....:._ _____________________ _ 

Here on the 19th of April 1775, the minute guns summoned the men of 

Chelmsford to the Concord fight. 
Erected by the Molly Varnum Chapter D.A.R. A.D. 1899 

DESCRIPTION** 
Foundation: Pedestal Base ~_Material 
Material: Bronze Stone Marnie CQ~ange~ ,..W"o_o_d,---::0:,-;t..,-h-er ____ B_o_u_l_d_e_r _____ .....--__ _ 
Setting (surroundings) on Central Square 
Size (approximate) Width 42 11 Height 57" Depth 3111 

rJ 

1' 

Recorder Mrs• Jane B. Drury 

For Chelmsford Historical Commission 
(Name of Organization) 

Photo #10-11 Date Received 7/1/1974 

* If the monument has been moved, indicate the 
original location on the reverse side. 
** Describe the monument on the reverse side. 
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GIVE A·BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT MATTER AND/OR DESIGN .OF MONUMENT 
A 2nd Rev. memorial was unveiled on June 171 1899 in Central Square near the assemb­
ling .place of Chelmsford's minute men who responded to the alarm guns of April 19, 
1775. Nearby buildings were decorated with flags and bunting and special street oar~ 
'crowded to their utmost capacity' brought passengers from Lowell. On the program 
were speeches, singing by a ·ma1e quartet, musical selections by cornetists., and the 
reading of a patriotic poem. The Regent of the N.Y.C. eh.apter of the D.A.R. spoke 
just before the boulder was unveiled by the late Elizabeth Fiske Warren, then 8 yrsc 
old, a lineal descendant of Rev. ancestors, and the ceremony concluded with 3 rous­
ing cheers. A large elm shaded the group of distinguished guests & speakers who werE 
gathered around the rostrum on the hay scales near the watering trough, and after 
the exercises the Fiske house was opened to the public & maxw of the guests were 
entertained with re~reshments at nearby homes and at the ~Qwnha.11 

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF MONUMENT. (Refer to the 
theme circled on front of form. What happened? Who was important? Comment) 

About 8 AM on April 19th a messenger arrived from Billerica bringi~ news of the 
British advanceo The minute men of Chelmsford rendezvoused near the memorial 
boulder in Central Square. From a rook a few feet north of this spot the minute 
guns were fired by Joseph WaITen. Rev. Bridge requested the men to go into the 
meetirig-house for prayers before·they went, but Serg. John Ford replied that they 
had more urgent business on hand, and he hastened on to the conflict with over 100 
men. The lat men reached Concord about 9:30 AM, before the.fight began at 10 AM. 
Later Chelmsford men joined them at Merrie.m's Corner. Serg. Ford was especially 
active at Hardy's Hill. Wounded during the day were .9apt. Oliver Barron and 
Deacon Aaron·Chamberlain. Some ~ritish prisoners were brought back to Chelmsford 
the next day, and the Connnittee of Safety "consented to have them l:eft, provided 
that we would leave a guard." 
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REFERENCE: (Where was this information obtained? What book, records, etc. ) 

Chelms:f'ord "Newsweeklytt 1955 
Water.a, "History of Chelmsford" 

• , I 

Drake, "History of Middlesex County", pg; 302 . . . 
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WHERE THE M.INUTEMEN MEET 
A second Revolutionary memo­

rial was unveiled on June 17, 
1899, in Central Square, near 
the assembling place of Chelms­
ford' s minute men who responded 
to the alarm guns of April 19, 
1775. This boulder was erected 
by the Molly Varnum Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Re­
volution, an4 dedicated with 
elaborate ceremonies. 

Nearby buildings were decor­
ated with flags and bunting, 
and special street cars •crow­
ded to their utmost capacity' 
brought passengers from Lowel 1. 
On the program were speeches, 
singing by a male quartet, 
musical selections by cornet­
ists, and the reading of a 
patriotic poem. A special 
guest, the Regent of the New 
York City chapter of the D. A. R. 
spoke just before the boulder 
was unveiled by the late Eliz­
abeth Fiske Warren, then 8 
years old, a lineal descendant 
of Revolutionary ancestors, 
and the ceremony concluded 
with 3 rousing cheers. A large 
elm shaded the group or ~ts~ 
tinguished guests and speakers 
who were gathered around the 
rostrum on the hay scales near 
the watering trough, and, 
after the exercises, the Fiske 
house was opened to the poblic, 
and many of the gue~ts were 
entertained with refreshments 
at nearby homes and at the 
·town hal 1. 

Newsweekly Apr. 14, 1955 
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Central Square, Chelmsford Center, Mass. 
71 8 4.PUBLISHED BY R W EMERSON 

Postcard Courtesy of Paul Pettazoni 
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Central Square. Here on the 19th of April, 1775) the Minute Guns Summoned the Men of 
Chelmsford to the Concord Fight. Erected by the Molly Varnum Chapter, 

Published by R. W. Emerson D. A. R., A. D. 1899 
Postcard Coutesy of Paul Pettazoni 
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The Square, Chelmsford, Mas~. - -
Postcard Courtes of Paul Pettazoni 






