# 38
FORM B - BUILDING SURVEY

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 2. Town Chelmsord
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

Street address lLQQCZ b _.P. aan/—._
1. Is this building historically significant to _
Town Commonwealth  Nation Name jﬂbMamLt@iL_
Building has historical connection with the Use original & present Residence- form

following themes: (see also reverse side) _
Present owner _Theodore [Emerson

Scholar Commerce/industry

Science/invention Open to public

Art/Sculpture Travel/communication

Education Military Affairs Date Style Posl- fulam'a[
Government Religion/philosophy

Literature Indians Source of date

Music Other

Development of town/city Architect i _
chitectural reason for inventorying:

.——--u———cn-——----—--——————--n——___——_-_——u-m—-_——_-q-—--

4, DESCRIPTION

FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High (RegulaDLow  Material __granile

Brick Stone Other

ROOF: Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard

Tower Cupola (Dormer windows> Balustrade Grillwork ! cU/c

of rear roof ainmedi;Td_, be;ide ell roof.
CHIMNEYS: 1 2 34 Center End Interior Irregular  Cluster Elaborate
STORIES: 1 4 ATTACHMENTS: Wings (E1) Shed __ rear
pPORCHES: (D 2 3 4 _heside ell PORTICO Raloony

FACADE: Gable end: Front Ornament _

Entrance: Side (Front)(Center)Side Details: Slngle door new ca 1925 - see allached sheeT
f.

Windows: Spacing: Regular Varied _see allached gheel

Corners: Plain PilastersCornerboards LD o0AEN ,Dro\jecﬁhg

__...——._-———u-.-—-———_—_-——_—-n-——_—...-.-.-——-_—«u—
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5, Indicate location of building in relation to 6. Footage of structure from street _#<
nearest cross streets and other buildings Property has /24  feet frontage on street
q LDTC }?00&. S"-—-—N_ lv
Common \Posl Colonial 1 Congo. Church Recorder
{ ForKing JoT. Chelmstacd MHislorical [ommission
RLY a i-' _r-tgln - N ﬂ R/ For
l | / L_Tf] E 7 RY. Photo #_4-/) _ Date __gé?o,/ 22,
Firehouse | ) ‘5 ‘f_‘ 7 e
\ ['f e . G—rnll Ctholic Church ~ SEE REVERS  SIDI

Revival Modern



RELATION OF SURROUNDING TO STRUCTURE

L Outmildingsw&sbxp_&giaﬂ@sﬁﬁﬁ_ﬁmﬁw S5

2. Landscape Features: Open Wooded Garden: Formal/Informal
Predominant features . ; ] ; . : : ;
Landscape architect

3. Neighboring Structures
Style: Colonial Federal (Greek Revival JGothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom,
Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian{Modern) Posl-Colonial, /600's

Use: (Residential)Commercial Conditions: (Excellent Good Fair Deteriorated

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on
theme circled on front of form)

‘ , 1869 :
LiTle is known abouT Yhe early h,'sﬁrj prior To Mﬂ

T wos purchased by Jomes Pls Emerson, exeepT Thsl T 1% 3a:‘72 old ond
has been gre:ﬂ"/y 9lTered. J.P Emerson was ﬁff?ﬂdﬁﬂfﬂ' of The presen] owner,
IT Is Tde one remaimin

workin .{7 ; .
Chelmsford IT connoT be sold and rfmgaina;mﬁsr‘?ﬁ?‘ o Ty wedTer of

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND/OR REFERENCE
Theodore Emerson, owner. ‘
Deeds : Middlesex DislricT VorTh)
BroK 66, 9.2
BsoK 30, pg. 547
ProK 33, pg- #é

RESTRICTIONS

Original Owner:
Deed Information: Book Number Page . Registry of Deeds
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James P, Emerson House  #38
11l North Road

Information to be added to the form submitted 1/30/73

Date & History:

Deeds for the house have been traced back to 1836, when Stephen
Pierce, a blacksmith, obtained a #1000 mortgage onthe land and
building. Four years later he sold the land and buildings (including
an added blacksmith shop) to Hlldreth P, Dutton, a butchere, In a
notice of publlic sale dated March 6, 1860, following the death of
Mr., Dutton, the property is described: "a good two story house in-
good repair with an L a story and half high, Barn, Slaughterhouse,
with three acres of excellent land, on which a sufficlent supply of
excellent fruit 1s usually obtalned for a Families use or more, This
is considered one of the pleasantest locations in the villag6esssse"

Fletcher Street was not lald out and accepted as a town way until
3/8/1894,

Neighborhng Structures:

The owner's son is bullding a shopping center which eventually will
cover all the land in back of the house up to the back of the barn,
and between the house & barn and Fletcher Street, Two stores at the
extreme rear of the lot were opened at Christmas-time{l973). The two
twin Greek revival houses at the corner of North Road and Fletcher
Street have been demolished and replaced by store foundationse
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Bibliography and/or Reference:

Deeds} Middlesex North District
Book 14, pge 94
Book 14, pge 490

Middlesex Probate Dockets
#31026 Hildreth P, Dutton
#40390 E1ijah Richardson
Chelmsford Book of Roads (originnl ' -« pge 194 (J.M, Fletcher Road!



Date:

11 North Road A’C[Jt(_non !rt"b J‘_?,, 199 S’

Bullt before 1846

The dates that this house and the house at 1l=3 North Road (#36) were
built are not knowne The housgse at 11 North Road 1s mentioned in a deed
of 1846 (bbok 16, page 101), and the "double cottage house" at 1=3
North Road is specifically mentioned in a mortgage deed of 1848 (Book
16, page 421), Earlier deeds for these properties (1840 sale of both
propertiesf and an 1836 $1000 mortgage on 1l North Road) mention only
"oiildings" and a blacksmith shop, the latter belng at the rear of

1-3 North Roade . ’

In 1811 and 1813 Stephen Pierce, 3rd (later Jpe.) bought the land
for the two properties from William B, Fletcher and the esBate of
Samuel Pitts for a total of $353.81s No buildings were mentioned.
Assessors! records seem to indic&te that one of the two houses and
the blacksmith shop were standing by 1824 and that the second house
was built after 1836, Construction of the two houses suggests that
1=3 No?th Road 1s the older; howegers'll North Road contains COPHGP-TT
posts (rough hewn byt now boxed.dver), arched chlmne basétiand_midé 15
floor-boards (ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁzd ca 1925) and some lapped clapbgards. lbert H.5%¥L+
Davis, who came £o.Chelmsford with his parents in 1860,and eventually
1lived in 1-3 North Road, was told by his mother that 1-3 North Road
house was bullt after the one at 11 North Road 7

Tn 1840 the 1=3 North Road property sold for $260, in 1848 for
$900, and in 1864 for $900, which suggests that the house was bullt
between 1840 abd 1848 by Joseph Reed, If so, the house at 11 North
Road would be the older one, perhaps built followlng the second marriage
of Stephen Pierce 1n 1831.

Historical Significance:

Stephen Pierce was a blacksmith and built his shop at the rear of

1=3 North Road sometime between 1813 and 1824, This shop was moved

to Fletcher Street about 1922 or 3 (recently torn down) It was replaced
about that time by the present 2 story shope. Stephen married first
Abigail Bateman in 1814, who died after bearing four children. le
married second in 1831 Mary Corey, and they had at least five c¢hildren.
Tn 1840 he sold 11 North Road to Hildreth P. Dutton, a butcher; In a
notice of public sale to Elijah Richardson dated March 6, 1860
following the death of Mr. Dutton, the property is described: ‘a good
two story house in good repalr with an L a story and half high, Barn,
Slaughterhouse, with three acres of excellent land, on which a
sufficient supply of excellent fruit is usually obtained for a Families
use or more, This is considered one of the pleasantest locations in the
village." It remained in the Richardson family for only nine years
before Alvah, son of Elijah and a Civil War veteran, sold 1t to James
Pe Emerson in 1869, *

A Civil War veteran, James Emerson established an express business
between Chelmsford and Lowell, a successful occupation until fereed out
by the railroad. He then went into farming and tradinge He and his
son Ralph moved several houses, and he was the first of four generations
of auctioneers. The property 1s still owned by the Emerson family and
is the last of the active farms 1n Chelmsford Centers



James P, Imerson House
11 North Road

Compiled hy Je Druxy
10/10/73

Chelmsford Assessor's Office:

1973 owner: Theodore Emersone Home lot, 3,21 acres,

1937 owner: Theoddre Fmerson, 3 acres,

Middlesex North Distriet Registry of Deeds

Norths Book 66, pge 274 4/ 6/1869 Alvah Ré#hardson to
James Tmerson.
4 acres, 2000,

North: Book 34, pge 448 5/25/1863 Elizabeth Richardson, widow, to
Alvah He Richardson (her son)
4 acres, $50.

North: Book 34, pge 447 5/ 6/1863 lstate of Elijah Richardson to '
Alvah He Richardson, Public auctions
4 acres, $148,

North: Book 30, pge 549 4/19/1862 Elijah Richardson to
Alvah He Richardson (his son)
3% acres, $570. '

North: Book 23, pge 416 4/ 6/1860 Estate of Hildreth P, Dutton,butcher
to Elijah Richardson. Public auction
35 acres, $1455 plus 3700 mortgage

North: Book 14, pge 490 11/10/1840 Stephen Pierce, blacksmith, to
South: Book 400,pge 17 Hildreth P, Dufton, butcher
3 acres, $230 plus nortgage.

North: Book 14, pge 94 12/10/1836 Stephen Pierce, blacksmith, to
South: Book 350,pg. 424 Benjamin Chamberlain, Lowell.
MORTGAGE, $1000, 3 acres

>rth: Book 8, pge 302 4/1)/1813 Samuel Pitts Bsq¥ o

>uth: Book 204,pge. 157 Stephen Pierce, Jre blacksmlth
2 acres and 57 rods
$306,31 mowing & orcharding

pth: ook 9, pge 507 7/ 2/1811 William Fletcher, yeoman to
ath: ook 195,pge 167 Stephen  wce 3% plackamith
4 acre

£an .50



Chelmsford Eagle

Dec, 12, 1877 = J. P. Emerson: teaming, moving, etc, Orders left with the
station agent,

Lowell Weekly Journa

March 8, 1889 - A pleasant family reunion took place lMonday at the house of
Mr. James P. Emerson, the day being his birth day anniversary. From other
places there were present Mr. & Mrs. Burt Emerson, Bay View; Mr. & Mrs. Rufus
W. Emerson, Boxford; Mr. & Mrs. Henry H. Emerson, Needham; with several of the

younger generation, in all a joyous company of 14.

July 31, 1891 - Wednesday afternoon Ralph W. Emerson, son of Mr. James P.

Emerson, while shooting at a mark with a revolver, accidentally discharged a
bullet into his left hand, the ball entering the palm of the hand and taking
a course in the direction of the wrist. Ralph was taken to the office of Dr.

Irish who, with Dr. Howard, probed for the ball but without sucess. It was
then deemed advisable to make no attempt to extract the ball for two or three
days as by that time its location might be more positively located. Thus far t

lad has experienced but little pain.



weekly Journa’
Lowell Ceurier-Citigen

Oct 6, 1893 - One of the saddest events that ever occurred in this village,
inexpressibly shocking the community, and placing one of its best known
families under the shadow of a most grievous affliction, took place Monday
morning at 7 o'clock. James A. Emerson, second son of NMrg. James P. Emerson,
and a young man about 19 years of age, was found dead in a room over his
father's stable office, shot through the heart with a ball from his revolver,
the work apparently from his own hand. Young Emerson had been for a year or
more employed as a clerk in the grocery store of Caleb L. Smith at 199
Middlesex street in Lowell and Sunday evening returned with his older
brother, Harry B., from a very enjoyable week's vacation. Monday morning
he arose as usual, and, before breakfast, assisted his father and brothers,
as was his wont, in the care of the horses and cattle at the barn, especting,
as his parents supposed, to take the 7:15 train for the city. As he did not
answer when summoned to breakfast, search was made, and his brother Harry,
upon going up the stairs where the body was found, discovered James lying
upon his back upon a lounge, fully dressed, not even his cap removed, his
hands clasped across his body and a revolver upon the floor by his side.
His father, who followed the brother, spoke to James, thinking that he had
lain down and fallen asleep, but no response came, and the painful truth
was soon revealed that it was the sleep that knows ho waking to earthly
scenes. Dr. Chamberlain was speedily called and an examiniation showed
that the ball passed directly through the heart, causing instantaneous death.
Mddical examéner Irish, was summoned, and after an examination, pronounced
the cause of death suicide by pistol shot through the heart.

So far as known at this time there was no adequate motive to prompt
the commission of the fatal deed. Of excellent habits and reputation,
popular with all his acquaintances, the most pleasant home surroundings, and
the idol of his parents, there seemed in this case everything to make
existence a pleasure and a bright promise rather than a burden too heavy to
be borne. The only reason that has beern suggested itself to the family to
account for the fatal step, and this seems wholly inadequate, is that a
request for an increase of compensation had been refused at present on
account of the depression in business, and that in a moment of despondency
the end was sought. In their great bereavement the family have the unmeasured
sympathy of their large circle of friends and acquaintances.

- —— - ———

6 - Since the first accountof the writer of the circumstances attending

lamented death of young James A. Emerson, which statement was based



upon all the facts then known to the family, a later and more careful
examination by the family physician and others gives strong grounds for
believing that the sad fatality was the result of accident rather than
premeditation, as was at first supposed. Cohcisely stated the prominent
resons for this conclusion are the following: Entire absence of motive as
shown by the most careful inquiry; his home and business relations were of
the most pleasant character. Upon the morning of his death, and but a brief
time prior thereto, he was performing his usual morning duties and conversed
with his mother regarding his aaparel to be worn as usher at a wedding to
take plave the same week. There was no change from his usual demeanor that
fatal morning. An examinatinn of the body by the physician revealed an
abrasion of the skin above the bullet wound, and which not have been

caused by the discharge of the bullet. One theory is that in descending a
ladder which led to the windmill, the machinery of which he probably had
been oiling, as shown by the can in the room where he was found, he may have
slipped, striking the pistol in his side pocket against his body, at the
same time discharging it, and as the course of the ball indicates that only
the lower part of the heart was struck, he probably retained conciousness
sufficiently long to enable him to gggﬁhthe lounge, which he would naturally
seek. The position in which he was found was that which he invariably took
upon retiring, and in his last moments he may involuntarily have assumed it.
The course of the bullet also shows that had young Emerson intentionally
discharged the pistol against himself he must have taken a most consyrained
and improbable position to do so. These and other reasons corroborative of
the theory, have led those who have carefully investigated the subject to
the conclusion that the fatal wound was not the deliberate attempt to take
life but a most deploable accident.



Lowell Daily Courier

July 2, 1903 Chelmsford

Mr. James P. Emerson is gaining although he has not yet left his bed.
The effect of such a severe contact with Mother Earth necessarily must
linger for some time. A letter to the writer from Mr. Livermore, who was
incharge of the automobile which caused the acbident...says "Your account
was correct except that we had stopped the machine at the side of the road.
We did not try to pass Mr. Emerson but were at astandstill with.the power
shut off and were waiting for him to drive by. The horse took a few steps
toward us and then made a sharp turn to the left and went back towands the
town. It looked to me as though he gave the horse loose rein and thought
it would go by without much trouble, and when the animal turned quickly, he
did not have it under control."

July 3, 1903 - James P. Emerson continues to improve steadily from the
results of his recent accident,

August 17, 1903 G. A. R, THERE

Mr. and Mrs. Emerson Hosts
A Brilliant Lawn Party in Chelmsford Centre

There has been no handsomer hospitality in Chelmsford Centre or Lowell
this summer than the G.A.R. lawn party held at the residence of Mr. & Mrs.
James P, Emerson in Chelmsford Centre Saturday afternoon and evening, there-
being present Ladd & Whitney Circle No., 8, Ladies of the G.A.R. with com-
rades of Post 185 and the Sons of Veterans and the Ladies Aid of the Sons
of Veterans of Lowell.

The spaclous lawn was artistically decorated with foliage and flowers,
and the large Americah flag, which guarded the front entrance, waved a wel-
come to the guests upon arrival. All were royally entertained on the lawn
with various games and a good social time in general. The house and grounds
were illuminated after supper, then instrumental and vocal music was enjoyed
till the culmination of the event, when the good night greetings and cheers to
the genial host and hostess were sounded until the lafst guest had gone.



Lowell Daily ourier:

Mareh 23 1908 _
Article XII: Relating to the establishmmmt of more playgrounds for the schools
in the Centre, was explained by H.B, Ellils, who said that the pupils had not
adequate playgpounds except the town commone In view of the fact that the
common could not be kept im proper condition as long as it was used as a
playground, ir. Ellis thought that some other place should be provided, He
believed the property owned by James P. Emerson, next to the town hall be
purchased, Walter Perham moved the the matter be left to the school

comittees J. Adams Bartlett said 1t was a question of a few ysars befors a
new school is builte. The motion of lir., Perham passed,

Article XXIV: "at the request of Frank E, Putnam and others, to see what
action the town will take in regard to naming the square formed by the
Junction of Centre and Parkhurst streets," was read, and it was voted to call
it deLarney Squaree.

Lowell Courier = Citizen

Nov, 12, 1912 - Mr, Burt Emerson, for the past 42 years a resident of
Gloucester, has returned to Chelmsford, his native pkace, to meke his
future home., For a number of years while at Gloucester, he was connected
with the Cape Ann Granite Co., as paymaster and time keeper, Until their
new home on Fletcher street 1s ready for occupancy, Mr. & Mrs, Emerson

are staylng at the home of his brother, James P, Emerson on the North road.

Septe 25, 1913 - Considerable trouble has been experienced of late among
local poultry owners from hen thieéves, and tonight about 6:30, a man was
discovered hurrledly leaving the hen houses of J. P. Emerson in North
streets Chase was immedlately given, but the man escaped in the darkness.
He carried with him hens in either hand, and at the open door of one of
the hen houses was found a hen with its legs tied with a tarred rope,
probably overlooked by the thief in his haste to get awaye. A commotion at
the hen houses of Napoleon Manseau on Wednesday night, led to an immediate
investigation, and while it was evident that undesireable visitors had
been about, no hens were missing,

March 21, 1916 - "Teddy" Emerson is suffering from an attack of blood
polsoning affecting his right hand. The trouble developed from a cut
received some time which had apparently healed safelye. An operation was
found necessary.



Conversation with Margaret & Enslie Mills, 12 Westford St., 12/4/1976:

The picture of the Emerson House and barn at 11 North Rd, in possession
of the Historical Commission:

The barn shown in the picture was either added to or demolished and
replaced.

The added to or #ebuilt barn burned just before 1950 (late 40s) and
was rebuilt by Ted Emerson. :

That barn - demolished by Town of Chelmsford, 1976.

In old picture - man between the windows with hat in hand, is James
P. Emerson.

F.A. Lane - lived on Littleton Road, about 9 houses down on the right.

Dan Haley - told Margaret Mills that he lived in the D. Perham house on
Westford St. (see Beers Atlas). The house was later moved back to
present Baptist Church parking lot and is now gone. Thought it might
once have been part of the Stoddard estate.

Story re J. P. Emerson - confirmed by Evalyn & Ed. Russell:
J. P. Emerson always carried a large wad of money around with him,
and would generously pull bills off of it when somebody needed some
money. He carried it in his back pocket, including on the day he
was plowing his garden in back of the barn at 11 North Road. When he
finished, the money was gone, and has never been found since.

Comversation with Brad Emerson, 30 Dalton Rd, 12/4/1976:

Cannot indentify the people in the old picture above mentioned (which
he gave to Selectmen after his father's death, and selectmen gave
to Historic Commission). The spotted horse or pony im the picture
was "Bucky", who was part of the family. Brad indeni#lies the horse
from "hearsay."

The picture most be at least 50 years old, by the style and condition
of it.

Conversation with Eleanor Parkhurst, 51 Acton Rd., 12/4/1976:

Her grandmother was Hildreth P. Dutton's daughter, Martha Dutton Parkhurst.
Hildreth P. had two wives: the first was Martha-Jenes Martha Jones,
whose mother was Elizabeth Jones Barrett of Concord. Hildreth P/ and
Martha Dutton had a daughter, Martha, Eleanor's grandmother. Martha
Jones Dutton died, and Hildreth married second, the mother of Mary
Ellen Dutton, who married a Laws. The Laws came from Asburnham. "Auny

Mary" told Eleanor about memories of watching a minister come over from
the parsonage to the Winn House to perform a marriage. "Aunt Mary was
watching from her home at 11 North Rd.

Rhe Duttons came to Chelmsford from New Hampshire. They moved around a
lot.

"Uncle Sam" StevernsParkhurst boarded at 1-2 North Rd. when he ran the store.
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Je«P.,Emerson House
11 North Rdo

Visit with Theodore Emerson, owner 9/15/72
By Jane Drury

“This house 1s one of the oldest in Chelmsford and is on its orizinal
site, I don't know who built it, James Pitts Emerson (my granfather) bought
this place from somebody = can't remember whom, He also bought the Winn
House from the Winns, This house is far older than the Winn House and was
here long before James came into the picture,

James P%ﬁts Emerson me, Addle Kittredge
Ralph Waldo Emerson m, Mabel Fenderson

Theodore Emerson m, lst, Hester Lambert
¢' 2nd. Dorothy (widow)

Bradford Emerson me lst, Joan
2nd. Linde (spring, 1972)
I don't know if Addle was related to Dr, Paunl Kittredge.
The famlly dates back to Raph Waldo Emerson, the poet,

How my fa®er got hls name: There was a big town celebration, of which
the planting of the beech tree on the Common was a part, Bables were being
Christened at the same time too, but after much discussion, James and Addie
couldn't declide on their babg's name., The time for the christening came,
and when the minister asked the parents for the baby's name, Addlie piped
up loud-and clear, "Ralph Waldo Emerson." (Note by Je. Drury: Ted was born
in 1901, and the beech tree was planted in either 1894 or 1891, & it is
doubtfwl that Ralph's christening could have been thils latel)

Rdph was the postmaster down in the Center for 16 years, Loved 1it, and
it was about the only thing he knew how to do., So he was pretty crushed
when the Republican administration went out, Woodrow Wilson camé in, and
Ralph lost his jobe But he did all right for himself in the end,

Family of auctioneers: James Pitts Emerson, Ralph, Ted, Brad, and maybe

even Brad's son Butch will foldow,
How Brad started hils asuctioneering at a very early age: Ralph and Ted ran
suctions on consignment whenBrad was small, One day when still a little
boy, Brad asked his granfather to sell 2 of his rabbits for him, Ralph said
okay, but that Brad would have to do the auctioneering himself, which he
did, first by announcing "Ones's a male and onds a female," Which is a
pretty good thing to have if you want rabBits] Brad hoped to get 50¢ a piece
but the audlence liked the little boy so much that he got $3} That started
Brad's career, and from then on Ralph would eften have Brad auction offtlse
little items, figuring that the little boy would gettmore‘gor them than hel"
North Rd.

Albert Davis (dead now) = lived in the Davi% House (#36), Was an old
man when he died (close to 100) but his mind was very sharp. His mothér
told him a lot about the Emerson House (11 North Rd,) and he told Ted, The
Davis House was bullt long after thils house, Albert was a farmer on Locke
Rde (Boulder Farm)j; he gave it up, bullt and ran a woodworking shop right
by (in Back?) of the Davis House, Then he went back to the farm again and
the shop was vacant. Ted's grenfather (James Pitts Emerson) bought 1t and



(2)

moved it to Fletcher St,, combining it with a barber shop (1 story building’
moved from next to R.R., tracks near Flanagan's paint shop =« 1 Chelmsford Stee)
to make the house at 20 Fleéther Ste

Emerson owned houses on Fletcher St.: ‘

14 & 16 Fletcher St, -'2 houses built by a Congo. minister named
Bartlett, J.P.Emerson bought them from Bartlett,

20 Fletcher Ste = the barber and woodworking shops

22 Fletcher St, = was in the Center where Godin's 1s, J.P.Emerson moved
1t. Ted 1s 70 and can remember when it was moved, Family
that was living In 1t didn't even get out durling the
méving.

24 Fletcher St, = St, Mary's decilded to build a new rectory. They wanted
to build a new church but needed to get the old papsonage
out of the waye A man -named Jones offered the Father
$1000 for the rectory, and he would move the building and
build a retaining wali. But he couldn't get a permit to
move the bullding (town was up in arms, bBecause it would
mean chopping down elm trees to move 15). Ted thought it
over and decided that he could move the rectory without
cutting down trees, moving wires, or cutting the house, He
didn't pay $1000 1ike Jones said he would: told the Father
that he could get the Father out of trouble and get the
house moved within the week, "But I'm not going to build
any retaining wall or pay you $1000," Father-said, "I sappom
you mean you'll give me a $1 for it." "Right," says Ted, and
he did., Moved the house to Fletcher St, and made it into
6 smaell apartments (mostly for 1 person).

23 Fletcher St, = across the street, Belongs to Raymond Greenwood.
JePoEmerson moved it from Ted's present property. It was originally near
Ted's present sllo. It was a square silo., J.P. used it to store grain
product from the Harvard Brewery to feed hils cattle, When the brewery
went out of business, he dildn't need the silo anymore,

11 Fletcher St, = once Emerson owned and moved, House connected to Dr. Gruber's
veterinary shop (new and was lengthened toward Fletcher St., summer of
1972), Housé was originally an ell attached to the present back ell at
11 North Rdes Other end of it was attached to a shed, whach was éonnected
to the old barn (later burned -barn). Had no foundation under it. When

Jim, one of Ted's sons was get .ing married (son helped Ted with the farm), the

’ son needed a place to live, So, Ted moved the ell to Fletcher St, and
made it into a house. People are now living in it, but not Gruber,

——old shed

!]’;HM“-TE - Tw‘}—‘ 0/& éarn

preseni /] Flelcher
ell ST

11 North Rd, .
This 1s one of the oldest house. It has been butéhered terribly - gone
through all the cycles of architecture to modern,
cellar: arches that held up the chimmeys, Bricks were soft & dust
away, pulverlzed from age. Still pretty much in the original
forme, Probably were brick ovens there once but torn ouf,.
Pleced of granite there (foundation) that ovens sat one
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"l'l'lm Ww. mnsou

Theodore
'W. Emerson
dles at 73

tords most prominent resi-
denis, died unexpectedly yes-
terday afternoon at his home,
11 North Rd.

‘He was boran In Chelmsford
“Oct. 5, 1801, the son of Ralph
w. and Mabel (Fenderson)

He received his pri-
‘mary education In the Chelms-
ford schools and was graduat-
ed from Stockbridge-University
of Massachusetts.
'\ Mr. Emerson operated a
,nairy Farm in addition to be-.
Ing a widely known auctioneer,
‘He had been active in the af-

a Smith (Martha) of
mmu}dmuwx,n.
sons, James P, Emerson
Pelham, N.H., and Bradford
&Mermormimm a
sister, Mrs, Waldo L. Richard-
son (Priscilla) of Oak Ridge,
h«dxrardehﬂdrq.ﬁ'

I?'mtgranddiﬂd. :
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T EMERSON HOUSE at 11 North Road, adjacm_tl to the Center
::::‘: S';mlmn. has recently been put up for sale following the de?‘:h of
Former Selectman T.W. Emerson. l..am'i associated with the u:g
runs behind the fire station to the present Town Hall and !1;5 be:n ey
by several town departments but no serious consideration asf i:hp-
parently vel been given to the possibility of town acquisition o‘ the
property. Private interests are already considering purchase :;n! e
house and land, however, so town purchase seems remole unless
immediate altention is given to the matter.

Chelmsford Newsweekly May 8, 1975

Emerson Land,

East Fire Sta.
Approved

Chelmstord's Annual Town
Meeting began Monday night, May
3, with approximately 350 volers
allending. Declaring a quorum

resent (200 people) Town

oderator Daniel J. Coughlin
called the meeting to order atd pm
then proceeded 1o explain Tawn
Meeting procedure.

The hirst gcontroversial com-
ments  were  heard  during
disgussion of Article 13 This ar-
ticle, submitted by the Selectmen
and recommended by the Fin-
Comm requested authorization for
the Selectmen to aequire the land
and buildings of the estate of (he
lute Theodore W Emerson a 3.2
acre parcel located at 11 North Rd,
Outhining the Town's plans for (he
property Sel. Lovering told voters
that acquiring the property would
be a “small step forward"” fowards
passible expansion of Town Hall.
He described the severe space
problems of present Town Hall
With & “tremendous amount of
people’” trying to fit mnto limited
space. Parking was also a big
problem he pomted out.  He in-
dicated that should the Town agree
16 purchase the Emerson property

— e —— e

Al this time nothing would be done
for 10-12 manths masmuch as it

- was understood that the Emerson

family cvould retamn the house as
their home for this period of time.
Transition of the property would be
geared tor 10-12 months hience with
the damily bearing all taxes and
other expenses until such & tran-
silion The house would eventually
::c utihzed as o Town Hall annex,
e said. with the land providi
additionil parking lncll!)l:es.d:%
Chairman, Marvin Schenk added
that the property represented a
#ood investment. $100,000 was the
price voters were asked 1o pay for
purchise of the Emerson estate.
Schenk sad that the Town would
never be able to get 1t “cheapop,””
A guestion from one vaoter ask
whint the property was assessed at
conld not be answered ot the
moement hut a question relative to
mwoning was answered with the
information that the area 1s roneel
tor single  family dwellings,
Reginald Larkin asked what about
possible purchase of the Middlesex
County Tranning School? OF the two
Ty proposals Larkin said e
preferred the ity possibility of
acquiring e Tramng  School.
Lovering explained the problems _
in .
Commissioners and said that *‘it
would be a very long time" before
the County arrived at any
resolution. Edward Hilliard and
Deborah Heatheliff urged voters to
determine how badly the Town
needed the property before voting.
Hilliard pointed out that the Town
had acquired property on Pine Hill
Rd. in addition to Roberts Field for
the purpose of building a school but
to date no schools had been build at
either location. Anoral vote left the
Moderator “in doubl” and was
followed by a hand count which
showed that 181 voters favored
ppposed it. .
Later in the evening Reginald
Larkin asked for a reconsideration
of the vote on Article 13 becm.tt
Ssame people were pol counted.'
His motion was defeated by a
handcount of 150 for recon-

sidera tion, 187 uppoud.



Departments
move fo
Emerson House

By CAROL KOPP
Sun Staff

CHELMSFORD—Several town departments
are moving from Chelmsford Town Hall down
the road to the old Emerson House in an in-
terim solution until tentative plans for a new
town hall are realized

Within two weeks. the Youth Center and
Town Planner Hobert Flynn will move into
new offices in the house, built in 1840 and sold
to the town last vear

The Council on Aging will take over the first
floor of the North Road home, also as an in-
terim measure until the old Mill Road school is
renovated for their use.

The Emerson property is the location where
town officlals are hoping to build a new town
hall. It was purchased at the 1975 annuai town
meeting with the rationale that it could be the
town's last opportunity to save prime Central
Square land for town use

A lengthy process of planning, secking ap-
proval from officials and townspeople, and
working out funding methods must be com-
pleted before construction actuslly begins. Bul
Adminisirative Assistant Evelyn Haines said
she hopes a new town hall will be ready within
(wo years

Haines 15 a member of the Emerson
Property Development Committee, which
produced a report to the board of selectmen
that led to relocation of the offices

EMPLOYES AT the present town hall, and
the board of selectmen, apparently are willing
and eager to vacaie

On the second {leor, smull otfices have been
constructed around the sides of what was once
the town meeting hall. Other olfices are now
located in the basement.

The heating system was designed for large
open spaces. Now, the building inspector
spends the winter in 120 degree heat while
Haines keeps a portable heater around for her
unheated office. Few offices can be kept at an
ordinary temperature

Another problem is & lack of space. The
planning board has no office, and the personnel
department shares one with the historic com-
raission

In the Emerson house, elderly residents of
the town will have a meeting place in the living
room, dining room and kitchen of the wood-
frame home,

The Council on Aging also gets the Monkey
Room. The room gets its name from its
tormer occupant, who Haines mel only once,
when she discovered it hanging in a Lree out-
side her window. The family pet has relocated
in New Hampshire, and i1t1s room has been
fumigaled,

The commiltee appointed to study the
property i1s now warking on longer-range

lans. Bids lor demolition of the other

ildings on the property have been adver-
tised.
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THE HISTORIC District Commission is ex-
pected to rule tonight on a request for permis-
Sian to tear down the buildings. Little oppasi-
tion is expected to razing of the barn and
storage sheds.

Permission to tear down the house itself will
not be requested until plans for the new lown
hall are more complete

The next annual town meeting agenda is ex-
pected o include a request for funds for an
architectural design. The only rule now evi-
denl Is that the new building will have to be **-
colonial™ in appearance, a preference expres-
sed by the selectmen at a recenl meeting and
consfadered necessary in the historie distriet,

The source of funding for construction is far
from definite. A new federal Public Works Rill
offered some hope, but it appears that civie
buildings are a low priority on the funding list,
Haines said. A request for appropriation of
town lunds is now more likely.

THE SUN

Lowell, Mass.

The

Suburb

Blllerica Chelmsford Dr
Tewksbury Tyngsbor

Tuesday, Nov. 9, 1976 — Pec

Eight issues
!o face vofers
in Chelmsford

CHELMSFORD—The selectme
:.J:: t:a'w& euu[-)gemnlber of lmdesnog‘ t‘lf;:":i::
. 1 special
; “::g{:l quuum.m lown meeting to
ive list of articles was submi
the board last i Mmb
uwem . ngt by Administrative
1 3 dozen of the proposed
Cul from the list in a decision th pacerenrcrS
sues u_rm:oul Immediate importance unti| next
lp‘ln;. ‘s"i annuu:J lown meeting.
ectmen decided
troversial articles last, sl ml.;tm: —

program, to be submitted for 9
fund o stat per Cont
8 ani:ﬁs . € and federal environmental

NEXT TO LAST is an article su

vu::i .::;n:nnfh bB:rd concerning b:nlmd oA
or the DeM
%mm Leotsy oulas Shopping Center on
ocal chapter of the League of

- o . ue of Women

oter:l ; working with Building Inspector
palitical signs in the town

Also to be submitted 1o tbe vo

0 to ters is a *

{he:! ::i ‘o;’ potential town appllcauo::;ulg:
o eral Public Works Employment

Another possible request to townspeop
transfer of $10.000 from available m;‘e'h‘:
n plans and specifications for g p
new wn;npl;aql)leo:: the North Road site of the
rity, now owned b
sed for severa| municipal omt:{sme ik
um.maruclcs still on the ten-
wn w
prives At l:toeeuug. l:‘rmn Include a transfer

er {rom one cemetery commission fund



EMERSON HOUS
... potential buyer found



Dentist would buy Emerson House

'CHELMSFORD — As plan-

Farlin School nears comple-
tion, the town has found a
buyer for the Emerson
Property, once a favored
location for a new town hall
and now the potential source
of money to pay for the
relocation.

Rodger Currie, & Chelm-
sford dentist and landowner,
confirmed yesterday thal he
plannad to buy the North
Road property just off
Central Square.

The proceeds from the sale
of the Emerson parcel,
purchased at town meeting
three years ago, is expected
to cover the cosis of the
proposed move to MeFarlin.

Seleciman Amold Lover-
ing, a strong supporter of the
McFarlin , said he
expects the full board to vote
on the McFarlin plan in ad-
vance of the annual town
meeting.

Warrant articles this year
will request permission to sell
the Emerson property and use
the proceeds to move all
municipal offices out of the
19th century building on the

common.

THIS WEEK, town special
projects assistant David
Ramsay submitted a com-
pleted list of the renovation
work that would be needed to
turn the old wing of the Me-
Farlin School, the town's
oldest former high school,
into a town hall.

The total cost of (ke
propesal is $136,840.
said the board was likelv fo
whittle that figure down sl-
ightly, aiming toward the
§100,000 range

Ramsay's report estimates
that the entire moving
process could be made in ane
week this summer, with the
use of more than 2,000 paek-
ing boxes full of town records,
books, files and ather
materials.

His three-page list of
renovation work at the school
includes removal of

blackboards, some lum

fixtures and schog] Izcke'r:m:
large meeting room would be
created from two smaller

rooms, and 20 doors and g3~

Would be replaced
Plan includes pops
tian of four vaults for slotrl;l;

of town records and bricki
2&1:!9 walls in that room rx

3 f
OUTSIDE DOORS gng

broken windows would be
replaced, floors sanded, walls
paintea and air conditioning
installed. Burglar and smoke

alarm systems would be put
in, as would fire extinguishers
and & telephone system with
intercom. Every roo;'n wlttwlﬂ

ca and new furniture
o e b , including a

would be bought
custorm-made 18-foot table for
the selectmen

The cost would be financed
by the sale of the Emerson,
bought to reserve it as a possi-
ble town hall construction site
and now used 1o house offices
overflowing from the present
building.

Dr. Currie sums up his
proposal for the property as a
way for the town “to end up
with a park, maintained
privately, and a plece of
properly that is back on the
tax rolls."'

His proposal needs approval
{rom the planning board and
the historic district commis-
slon. It needs two votes from
town meeling, including ap-
proval of the sale and rezon-
ing to a “‘commercial B”
0ne

The plan includes restora-
tion of the Emerson House,
built in 1835 by a blacksmith,
for use as office space. Currie
wants o reconstruct a barn,
complete with silo, that was
tom down by the town to
create more office space.

Lowell

HE WOULD landscape the
property surrounding the
house and, with use of a small
parcel in back of the
Emerson, construct a parking
jot that he said would not be
visible from the road.

He also wants to clean up &
small pood on the property,
*'s0 that kids could skate on it
and ducks could swim in i,
like they used to long ago.”

Currie, also owner of the
building that houses the
Central Savings Bank and the -
professional office building
nearby, said he has wanted
since 1972 to make that area
“a buffer zone”’ between the
heavily developed commer-
cial area of Chelmsford Street
and Central Square, and the
residential neighborhoods
along North Road.

The final price of the
property is still being
negotiated.

Sun
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[The Lowell Sun_Apr 131978 ]

Neighbors endorse
Emerson House proposal

approval by
Rodger Currie to buy the
town-owned North Road

park. No opposition was
volced at the planning board

public hearing.
A own-wide decision on the

El
g
&3

i
:
:
:

became eviden! that com-
struction of a new town hall,
the purpose for which the site
was being reserved, is an up-
likely prospect financially. At
the same time, the McFarlin
School became the favored
site for a lown hall, with
renovation costs estimated at
a mare feasible §100,00. '
THUS, TOWN voters will be
faced with a series of major .
interrelated decisions. '
They will choose whether to
shut down the present Chelm..
sford Town Hall, the town's
municipal bollding since its.
construction in 1879 al a cost
of $7,000 in what was then

now Central Square. '
The same article would

ning board. He has mailed out
copies of it lo every abulter
:;: chureh in the
hborhood and last night,
valunteered to present it to
any interested resident or
nization.
urrie’s plan includes
restoring the 140-year old
, now used for the
overflow offices from town
hall, and rebuilding the barn
and silo, torn down by the
town Both areas are
proposed as expanded office
space for the savings bank,
The proposal includes the
creation of a "Center Park,”
mdhd by Currie as “an
c, well-landscaped and
maintained park-like facility
for the enjoyment of the peo-
ple of Chelmsford * The park
area will surround & small
pond between the Emerson
property and the Village
Gurir mbog iniums. Now
“a dirty " Currie said,
the pond would be cleaned up,
ACCORDING TO Currie's es-
Umate, if the proposal is com-
pleted property taxes asses-
sed on it would amount to
$48.816 yearly, As town-owned
land, it is currently tax-free.
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Town Meeting Ends;
Emerson House Sold

CMFD-Over 450 voters, the
largest number yet, attended
Thursddy night's (May 11) third
and final session of Chelmsford's
Annual Town Meeting, Seventeen
articles of the regular town
meeting were attended to as well
as seven articles of a Special Town
Meeting which was held within the
* regular session.

Drawing the crowd were several
zoning articles of high interest
These dealt with the Emerson
praoperty on North Road, the Ar-
cher Applicance property on
Billerica Rd, and the MacElroy
property on Summer 5t. In each
instance, the articles sought to
change the residential zoning of
these areas to zoning which would
allow for more commercial ac-
tivity.

The two Emerson property
articles sailed through without

question, changing the North Rd. -
and Fletcher St. area around the
property from Single Residence to
General Commercial. Passage of
related articles approved the sale
of the Emerson to Dr.
Rodger L. Currie for the sum of
$120,775. and granted the Board of
Selectmen permission to use the
funds realized from the sale of the
property for renovation of the
McFarlin School building.

Dr. Currie plans to renovate the
Emerson House and develop the
land around it as a small public
park for community use, The
Board of Selectmen expect to be
moving Town Hall offices into the
McFarlin.

Arnciles 34,35, and 36 related to
the Emerson property. After
Selectman Arnold J. Lovering and
Dr. Rodger L. Currier explained
Dr. Currie's plans for the
development of the property.
voters unanimously, and without
quesﬁon. approved rezoning of the

Aspropondhynr Currie, the
Emeuonﬁmwiﬂbermwabd,
a barn with silo will be recon-

structed for use by the adjacent -

Central Savings Bank, and & pond
on the property will ‘be restored
with the surrounding land made
into a small,
conmun%ty enjoyment. Dr.

public park for

Currier has agreed to a preser-
vation restriction l?ally
prohibiting any other use
roperty in the future. The
;lanning Board, the Histaric
District Commission, the Finance
Committee and the Conservation
Commission all endorsed Dr.
Currie's plans, After the positive
vote, Dr. Currie expressed hkdﬂp
lppreclnllon for everyone's sup-
port. ““The town has been very
good to me and my family" he said
“and I am deeply appreciative of
this opportunity to do something
for the town.”

Article 37 was also easily ap-
m allowing the Board of

en to use the funds realized
from the sale of the Emerson
rty for renovation of the
McFarlin School. It is anticipated
that the Board will proceed to
move Town Hall Offices o Me-
Farlin sometime towards the end
of summer. According lo Select-
man Lovering, renovation of the
McFarlin could have cost much
more but expenses were held to
$120,775.

Lovering further explained that
the sale price of the Emerson
property was arrived at by
researching the highest rate of
interest which would have been
given the Town if the $100,000
for the property in 1976 had
invested. One percent was added to
this figure for a total of nine per-
cent, he said, “so the Selectmen
could in good conscience tell you
that buying the property was the
best investment that could have
been made at that time."

The only questions asked about
the move were (1) “What
is to be done with the old Town Hall
building and (2) would would there
be provisions for the handicapped
at the new facility? Lovering
replied that as yet there are no
definite plans for disposition of old
Town Hall but the Board is con-
sidering developing it as a cultural
center for the community. In
answer to the second question,
Lovering said that the han-



Emerson house sale

i

soon to be finalized

CHELMSFORD -
Inaugurating efforts to
relocate town hall otfices to
the former MeFarlin School
on Billerica Road. selectmen
are oxpected next week to
finalize an agreement {or the
sale of the Emerson House

Before completion,
however. the document must

s muster hefore two town
rds and lown counsel

The tentalive purchase and
sale agreement belween the
town and Dr. L. Rodger
Currie. who plans to renovate
it for offices. 1s up {or review

by the planning board and

historical district commis-
sion

Hoth groups previously en-
dorsed the sale proposal at
town meeting when a “preser-
vation restriction” was In-
cluded to guarantee no sub-
stantial design change would
occur 1 the colonial-era farm
house It also insures the
owner some leeway for future
construction on the property.

Tied in o the move of town
hall offices to the McFarlin
School, the sale of the
Emerson House property is
expected to finance that
relocation

WHEN COMPLETED, the
agreement will constitute the
first step towards what Is ex-
pected to begin physical mov-

ing of the offices to lhe
Billerica Road building next
spring

The exact date of that
spring-time move. under the
plan developed by Selectman
Arnold J. Lovering, won't be
set until early next January
Among other things, his plan

also sets deadlines for the
selection of an architect and’
search for state and federal
funding of the move. i

A §120,000 price tag for the
Emerson property sale and
renovations creating the new
town hall has been estimated
by selectmen

-
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Plans For Emerson
Farm Are Revealed

CMFD-Plans for the Emerson
Farm on North Road are nearly

mfor site plan review, ac-
to reports from Paul

Bienvenu, the engineer, and Ted
Kelley, the architect for the
project. Al the regular meeting of
the Planning Board, March 14,
they and Dr. Currie showed plans
and drawings of the proposed
green areas, parking lots, and the

Mr. Kelley explained that the
present driveway from North Read
to the Bank's parking lot will be
closed and changed into a grassy
area. A driveway would then be
constructed between the Emerson
House and the Fire Station. Behind
the house and the Bank, the plans
show two parking areas, several
walkways, a large grassy park,
and a retention pond of about 160
feel diameter.

Mr. Kelley also pointed out that a
new building for drive-up tellers
will be constructed; however,
because the covenant states that no
buildings should be erected unless
they give the appearance of {arm
buildings, the drive-up tellers will
be housed in a barn-like structure
with a silo attached.

After explaining that extensive
drainage plans must be done for
the Conservation Commission, and
complete lighting and layout plans
must be done for the Historic
District Commission, Mr. Bien-
venu asked the Board members if
they thought a thorough site plan
review would also be necessary. As
acting chairman, Mrs. Fenn
suggested that copies of all the
materials to be submitted to the
other boards be sent to the Plan-
ning Board, and perhaps they
would suifice.
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