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FORM B - BUILDING 

l\'lASSACI{USETTS HISTORICAL C0l\1MISSI0N 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets a.nd 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

DO NOT WillTE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant ------ -
MHC Photo no. -------

(over) 

~-,m 

'OWn 

In Area no. 
Chelmsforc 

Center 

Chelmsford 

Form no. 

242 

-----------------
ddress 5 North Road 

---------------
·ame __ L_e~s .... 1=1-· =e ____ D=a'"""v-=i=s"--"H-=-o=-u==-s.j<e ______ _ 

newspaper office 

esent owner Josephine E. Krasnecki 

escription 

1904 

Sourceieed; real estate valuation 
recoros 

Architect ---------------
Exterior wall fabric asbestos siding 

Outbuildings (describe) none ---------
Other features -------------

1 story addition 
Alteredin front Date Jan, 1971 

Moved no Date ---"-'~------ ------
5. Lot size: 

9,853 sq. ft. 
One acre or less x Over one acre --
Approximate frontage · 70 feet ---------'----'----
Approximate distance of building from street 

ca 12 feet 

6. Recorded by Jane B. Drury 

Organization Chelmsford His~. · Commissior 

Date February 9, 1977 ---------------~ 



'I. Original ownet" (if kno~)---.:L=-e=s=l..:::i..::::e.....;.:R:.-=i:..:c;..;.h~a:::.:r__,d=--s::..:o=-=n:.:.._,;D;;;.a::::.v"'-""i-""s __________ _ 

Original use ____ ___ .;:r....;:e:..:::s;..:i:..:d::...:e::..:n.;:..c=--e:;:.._. ____________________ _ 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates:__.------------------------

8. Themes (check as many as applicabl~) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

x 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

' \ 

9. Historical significance (inciude explanation of themes checked above) } 

This two-story, four room house was erected in 1904 for Leslie Davis, who 
had· purchased the land from his aunt, Miss Mary Elizabeth Richardson, who 

· lived next door at 1-2 North Rd. (#36). Mr. Davis resided here for a few years, 
but he was an accountant for United Frili t Co. in Boston, and· by 1908 he had · 
moved to Boston and was renting out the house. He sold it in 1915 to Alma & 
James Ogilvie, a salesman who bought for occupancy, but they remained there 
for only three months before selling to George Goodchild. Mr. Goodchild was 
an engineer for the Saco Co., o_f L·owell, which made mill m9:ghinery, and he 
resided here between 1915-19.$1~- In the fall of 1970 it was purchased by 
Edward Krasnecki, owner of the "Chelmsford Newsweekly.'·' The next January a 
1 story addition (former porch) was added to the front of the building, which 
since has been used as an office for the newspaper. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) . 

Middlesex North DistrictRegistry of Deeds: Bk.2065, p.419; Bk.362, p. 397; 
Plan Bk.M, Plan 119. 

Chelmsford Assessors' records & real estate valuation lists 
1889 Atlas 
Lowell Courier-Citizen: 4/1/1908; 5/31/1912; 5/4/1914; 4/11/1915; 7/26/1916 
Eleanor Parkhurst 
Harold J. Davis 
Chelmsford Directory: 1915-16, 1922. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

Ml\SSAGIDSETIS HISTORICAL Ca.MISSION 
Of £ice of the Secretary~ Boston 

Comrrn.mi ty : 

Chelmsford 

Property Name =Leslie 

Fann No: 

2L~2 

Davis House 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below. 

J. Description 
Altered: 

0Dff'fl, 

~ _i....--- Opr.•n frdr»e 
,__f~, porch 

I __ ' -3< 5 \ l ~sf. Fi _1 

1919 Plan 
Scale: 1 inch= 40 feet 

Chelmsford Assessors' Record~ 
1972 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



5 North Road - Lot 75 

1974 Owner: Edwardo. K:ra.sneck1 
9 1 853 sq • .rt. 

Built 1904 • 1907 
First owners Leslie Richardson Davis 

S0uroes1 

l. 1889 Atlas: no 

2. Chelmsford Assessor's O.ffice 
Plat 104, Block 31, u:>t 75 
1974 owner: Ed.we.rd. G. Krasneck1 
5/17 /].973 deed, Book 2065, Page 

10/3/1974 
, 

9,853 sq. tt. 
420 title from Edward. o. & Josephine 

Kraeneok1. 

3. Middlesex·North District Registry of Deeds ~ 
Book 20651 Pg. 419 5/17/1973 Josephine E. Krasnecki fr09 

Book 19301 Pg. 453 

5ook 1163, Pg. 137 

Book 6621 Pg. 380 

Book 6621 Pg. 379 

Book 5581 Pg. 466 

MHH 
Book 536, Pg. 91 

Ed.ward G. & Josephine E. Y~asnecki 
9 1 853 sq. :rt. & buildings 

8/13/1970 Josephine E. & Edwardo. Krasnecki 
.from Walter I. Bell 
9 1 8S3 sq~ rt. & buildings 

2/2rt/195l Walter I. Bell frcm 
I-Tina Be Good6h1ld, widow 
9 1 853 sq. :rt. & buildings 

7/12/1922 George and Nina B. Goodchild from 
Hazel A. Hill 
9 1853 sq. rt. & buildings 

'1/12/1922 Hazel A. Hill .from 
George Goodchild 
9 1853 sq. f't. & buildings 

7/28/1915 George Goodchild f'rom 
All!ll s. Ogilvie 
9 1853 sq • .rt. & buildings 

4/12/1915 Almas. ijgilvie :from 
r~s11e Richard.son De.vis o.f Watertown 
91853 sq. rt. & buildings 

Book 441, Pg. 492 10/30/1909~1 Leslie Riehe.:r.dson De.vis f'rom 
Mary Elizabeth Richardson 

Book 382, Pg. 397 
4 1 453 sq. tt. 

2/4/1904 Leslie Riehe.rdeon Davis rran 
Mary Elizabeth Richardson 
5,400 8(1e 1"t. - no buildings 

4. Lowell eourier- Citizen 
April 1, 19081 break•1n at Leslie Davis house, occupied "by· Mrs. Hartshar 
l'vTay 31, 1912: F.w. Hogg .family rents Leslie Davis House. 
May 4 1 1~141 F.W. Hogg family leaves Leslie Iav!s house; gees to Lowell. 
April 11, 1915: James Ogilvie purchases Leslie R. Davis residence. 
J"uly 261 l916r James M. Ogilvie sells his residence to George Goodchild. 



·rues. 

!Lowell Daily Courier 

July 17, 1900 Chelmsford Disturbers · 
rhe trial of William Fletcher. Harry Ward, Jeremiah Coughlin, and Joseph 
Mason for breaking a church door in Chelmsford on the early morning of.the 
4th occupied the police court's attention for two hours yesterday morning. 

Lawyer Burke brought the janitor of the church, Ferdinand Patten, 
as his first witness. By him he showed that Fletcher and Ward were recog­
nized; he showed how the churchdoor was broken and the words and acts 
pertaining to the breaking. He then brought on Charles E. Hol~,.who 
testified as to Fletcher's whereabouts, also that he had not Joined the 
crowd. 

Lawyer Donahue then called up as his witnesses the remaining three 
of Mr. Burke's witnesses and the defendants. From Leslie R. Davis he 
learned that Fletcher had been with him until after the door was broken. 
From the remaining two, both town officers, he learned that Patten had 
spoken to them of recognizing a man with a hook on his arm, a fact which 
Patten had denied in his statement • 

•••••••••.• Joseph E. Mason stated he was not at the church, but 
about 1/8 of a mile away at the time. 

Jeremiah A. Coughlin stated that he was not there but circumstances 
and other statements made it doubtful • 

•••••••• Fletcher and Ward and Coughlin were found guilty, and the 
first two were sentenced to pay $10 fines, the last a $5 fine. Mason was 
found not guilt. 

The case was appealed to the higher court, to meet in October. 

April 1 1 1908 - Chel.!llsford Centro had some breaks again yesterday. Nothing a 
all sensation.al l:app!ned, only a couple o~ estimable residents, when they 
awake bad the rather unpleasant sensations of knowing that they hadn't knolfll 
when burglars were prowling around. 

The first b~eak was in the home of F.ii. Tuttle. There entrance had be« 
made through a pa11try window, in the rear of the house. The window is some 
seven feet from the ground and the man or ~en who entered removed a wire 
netting over the window. Food was eate:n., as was considerable milk drunk. The1 
some dishes with ~cod on them were removed from the pantry and allowed to 
remain oa1he outside of the house, just under the window. Nothing else, so ti 
as can be learned~ was touched. · 

The other break was in the Leslie Darts house in Centre street, now 
occupied by Mrs. ;Iartshorn. The panel on a.n outside cellar door was removed., 
and entrance 1n1.a gained in this manner. 

Int he cellar things were ransacked well, but nothing of any value was 
stole•• Both breaks were made early in the ~orning. It was nearly 1 o'clock 
before the residents of either house retired. 



H d :f il ~ho habe been occupying the Shannehan May 31, 1912 - F.W. ogg an run Y, 'I i Davis house opposite the common house near Golden ,Cove have rented the Lesl e 
and have taken possession. 

May 3 , 1912 F.W,, ogg and fo.rl'li y w 
1ous nea Go de Cove hav renLed t e 
common and ave ta en possessi on 

have been occupy ng t e Sha.nne 1a. 

eslio ~aie Davis house opposit the 

.ar. 4, 1914 - F.W~ Hogg and famiJy who have been 
on ?·'-:,rth street, have removod to Lo:ell. occupyitj.g the Davis house 

Apr. 11 1915 - Jrunes Ogilvie o:f the Westlands :formerly liv ng in Bridge 
street, has pui~chased the Leslie R Davis residence n North road and is to 
occupy it a t ohco. 

July 26, 1916 - · James I-! . Oeilvie ha s sold his residence in North road to 
George G?odchild, who buys f'or occupancy. Jr. Ogilvie is to i ti 
f'u ture vn th his family to ircwton • remove n 1e n8ar 








