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Middlesex Canal Tollhouse
Westford Street

Source of date:

Contributions of the Lowell Historical Soclety, Volume 1, pge 195.

Jovho ominiscencaes of 'Mlddlcsex :IIEEE“'ﬁy lon, Sarmuel P, Hadley
states that "Previous to 1832 the canal office was in a room in the
finished portlon (of the canal storehouse), that year being the one in
which the present office was erected," The- Middlesex Canal Assoclation
has recently obtalned the old canal papers, and\it is hoped that these
papers will conflirm that date, Y

Condition: moved,

The bullding originally stood in Middlesex Village&(lowell) near the end
of the camal at the Merrimack River, It stocd for #everal years on the
property of the*Russedl Iumber Mill Cormpeny, and-ih 1956- it was moved to
the front of the Chelmsford Town Hall (North Rd,, REe 4), where 1t was
used as an information booth during the Chelmsford Bicentennial Celebration
About 1959 it was moved to its present location bom@ the 1802
Schoolhouse, where it 1s safer from vandaliam, A
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MIDDLESEX CANAL TOLL HOUSE---In keeping with the Tercentenary celebration the toll
house used during the time when the Middlesex Canal will be in use during the cele-
bration and will be located on the lawn of the town hall in the Center. The toll
house was restored by Wm. P. Proctor Company and was presented to the town by that
company at the last special town meeting.



RESTORATION OF THE HISTURIC i1DDLESEX CANAL
TOLL HOUSE

The time was in the late thirties, the place
was known then as Middlesex village. A small build-
ing, once white; stoecd tﬁere, weathérbeaten, amid
a tangle of weeds and brush - a reminder of past
greatness when the industrial revolution was reed-
just starting in New England, and more efficient
transportation was needed to move the produce from
the area north of poston to the waiting commercial
market there. '

Railroads were as yet unheard of. wvhe middle-
sex turnpike provided only a slow expensive method
of getting goods to poston market. uvanals, common
in Furope and becoming recognized in this country
as an ideal way of expanding the economy, were the
answer, and a dedicated group of men had begun the
building of this canal to supplant the highway as
a better method of moving goods to the poston port
from whence they would move into world markets.

This small weatherworn building had been the
office of collector of tolls for this new canal.
it stood near the river bank, where boats going up
the merrimac river through Nashua, as far as woffs-
town and Manchester N.H. cperating with sails and
pole-men brought produce which was here transferr-
ed to the packet boats of the iiddlesex canal which
whisked it on down to poston. nere in this once
busy toll house had been collected the tolls essen-
tial to the maintenance of and operation of the can
al.



One of the keevers of the Toll House, working
dailey to'collect the tolls which were essential
to the maintenance of the Canal was Judge Samuel
T. Hadley. Judge Hadley's widow lived on iliddle-
sex Street in Middlesex Village within sight of
this monument to past greatness, and it troubled
her that it was deteriorating and soon vandalism
‘would completely destroy it.She talked about this
to a neighboy g Mr. Ryan, a man who loved horses
and whom I had remembered seeing driving around
the country roads in a training sulky. kr. Ryan
was a public spirited person, interested in presw-
erving monuments to paét greatness'now about to
be obliterated by modern growhkh. The old tavern
building had become an automobile agency, the
boarding house where canal employees lived when
not on duty had been converted into rental hous-
ing units, and across the canal there was now a
livery stable and a riding school.

Acting on behalf of Mrs. Hadley, kir. Ryan be-
.gan to explore ways in'whiéh”the Toll House struc-
ture could "be saved. The location had so badly de-
teriorated that it did not seem intelligent to re-
store it on its original location. Mr. Ryan knew
of my interest in the preservation of Historic
buildings and came to me and asked for advice and
ideas. At aboug this time I had purchased the land
and buildings ad joining the property of the Vm. P.
Proctor Lumber company of which I was the princi-
pal executive officer. These were difficult days
of the depression'; The economy which had been at
a virtual standstill was beginning to show signs



of-1ife. I was busy trying to build a retail lum-
ber business to replace a wooden box business,.
which had been outmoded with the advent of corr-
ugated cardboard packing cases, but the wooden
box. business was employing upwards of 100 people
who could not have found employment elsewhere be-
cause of the still faltering economy, so I did not
have money to spend on a nonconnented venture,
worthwhile as this one was.

5till T d4id mzx have in the newly purchased
land a prime location where the building could be
safe, and where directly across the street from
the busy Catholic church it could be available
for inspection by interested citizens. I offered
this location to Mrs. Hadley who enthusiastically
endorsed moving the Toll House.

Mr. Ryan cooperated. He arranged a horse drawn
vehicle with a platform underslung between some
large wheels. Granite from the old location and
elsewhere was put in place as a foundation and the
T'oll House was in it's new location. Clapboard
siding was missing in places, and this we at rroc-
tor Lumber restored. The original clapboard sid-
ing was interestingly different from that avail-
able on the market. Now, the new clapboards have
square ends which butt up against the next square
end, but on the o0ld Toll House the ends of the
clapboards were tapered off to a feather edge and
the next one lapped over, since it's ‘ends were al-
so.tapéred. ur. Catrtrol Craft , an employee of the
rroctor Company , did the required restoration

work inside and outside, and then it was painted



to preserve it and give it back it's original
appearance. A poster was put inside telling a
bit of it's history. Hundreds of interested peo-
ple stdpped to inspect it. We had a simplé cere-
mony rededicating it when it was opened to the pub-
1ie °

The Toll HBuse, by now generally recognized as
an authentic symbol of Chelmsford's early devel-
opment, made it's next journey, at the time of the
celebration of Chelmsford's tercentenary of it's
founding. The Committee planning the celebration
thought that it was fitting that the old Toll
House should be one of the central attritions of
this celebration and it was movedto the lawn of
the Town Hall in Chelmsford Center and served as
an information boothzax as well as an image of
past glories.After the celebration it was moved
to a new location in a corner of Forefather's
Cemetery, just across the  village common from
the Town Hall. There it stands now waiting the
timewhen a part of the Canal can be restpedd in
Chelmsford in a suitable park like image, as a
more fitting recognition of it's historic value.

NORMAN P. MASON 1977



Middlesex Canal Tollhouse
Westford Street

Chelmsford Newsweekly (1955)

"The following account of life in Middlesex Village and on the Middlesex
Canal, now published for the first time, was written in the 1840's by
Mrse Paul Hill 'Belinda Page Hadley), daughter of S.P.Hadley and sister
of Judge Samuel P, Hadley who did so much to preserve the history of the
village. S.P. Hadley, Mrs, Hill's father, suceeded Cyrus Baldwin as
superintendant of the locks at the Lowell end of the Middlesex Cahal and
also as collector of tolls in the toll house now exhibited in the Center
near the Town Hall, Mrs, Hill was known as 'The belle of Middlesex
Village' at the time of her debute. She married Paul Hill, descendant of
one of Billerica's first settlers, iIn 1845; he was the engineer in charge
of construction of the famous Hoosac Tunnel, and Miss Mabel Hill, now of
Billerica, one of thelr children, has made this material available to us.
It was originally written at her request about 60 years ago0e"escssscess

Contributlons of the Lowell Historical Soclety, Vole 1
"Boyhood Reminlscences of Middlesex Village
Bye Hon, Samuel P, Hadley, Read in 3 parts:
Feb, 8, 1905, May 10, 1905, Feb 9, 1910

194 "Just beyond the storehouse and directly in front of a large stable
for horses, was a circular pond, or cove, a part of the canal used
for turning boats, There were a number of these coves on the line of
the canal used for a similar purpose, Beyond to the north were the
locks into the Merrimack, and the collector's office, which is still
standingo"

195 "The canal storehouse stood on the westerly bankeees.ssthe remainder,
the larger part of the bullding, was given up to the storage of all
sorts of merchandis®sescecsePrevious to 1832 the canal office was in
a room in the finished portlon, that year belng the one in which the
present office was erectedo"

Pge 230 "I suppose I am one of the very few surviving employees of the Canal
Corporationes I not only worked upon it, but I fished in 1it, I swam in
it, I came very near being drowned in it, and I know every foot of it."

Much deseription of work and life upon t he canal, Also the artlecle
tells much information about many of the houses of Mlddlesex Village
and the people who lived in them,

241 "In 1851 the Proprieots began to dispose of thelr property. The land
in Middlesex Village, north of Middlesex St., conslsting of about six
acres, on which stood thelocks, storehouse, collector's office and a
cottage house and barn, was conveyed to my father by deed dated
Septe 8, 1851, which was executed by Ebenezer Chadwlck, treasurer of
the corporation, with the corporate seal affixed,"

Pge 242 "The only relics of thils old public work at Middlesex Village are the
collector's toll house erected in 1832, which I have endeavored, wlth
poor success, to save from the depreda%ions of tramps and mischelvous
boys, = the cellar of the storehouse, and a large part of the stone=
work of the lower lock, which although under the water of the inflowing
river, is still intact,"



Middlesex Canal Toll House

Chelmsford Tercentenary Committee, Inc. Minutes:

April 5, 1955
¥Mre. A. C. Perham reports that the matter of procuring the 0ld
Middlesex Canal Toll House for use as an information booth - later
to be permanently located on Town property - is being further
investigated and the Board appropriated him a committee of one to
report more defalls on this matter on April 12,

April 12, 1955
Mr. A. C. Perham reported the availability of an original Toll Housé
which stood at the head of the Middlesex Canal in Middlesex Village.

Upon the motion of Mr. Clifford Hartley duly made and seconded, it

was voted that the Chelmsford Tercentenary Committee, Inc. accept

the temporary custody of the 0ld Middlesex Canal Toll House, permission
to be secured by A. C. Perham for said building to be put on the Town
Hall propertye

April 18, 1955
Mr. Arnold Perham reported that he had made final arrangements to
have the 0ld Middl esex Canal Toll House moved soon by the Town from
the Proctor Lumber Yard to the grounds of the Chelmsford Center Town
Hall - said Toll House to be used as§ a Central Information Booth
during the Tercentenary Celebration,

History Committee Budget as of May 12, 1955:
Moving and placement of 01d Middlesex Canal Toll House $75

Chelmsford Tercentenary Committee, Inc. Minubes:

June 6, 1955
It was reported that Mr, E. N. Mills had volunteered to put one coat
of paint on the Toll House if he would be reimbursed for the cost of
the paint, approximately one gallon would be needed.

Also it was reported that it had been necessary to hire Mre Robert
Lane to clean the interior of the Toll Housee.

$50 voted - "to meet expenses in connection with the preparation of the
01ld Toll House as an information center.'

Mre A. C. Perham, Mr, Thomas Campb&ll and the Secretary, Mrs. Mills,
were charged with the responsibility of having the information booth
manned during the celebration; Mre. Osborn, of the Ways and Means
Committee, to be charged with the responsibility of any souvenir
salese



Middlesex Canal Toll House

Chelmsford Tercentenary Committee, Inc. Minutes:
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Middlesex Canal Toll House

Warrant for Speclal Town Meeting
Chelmsford High School Auditorium
Wednesday evening, May 18, 1955

Article 2.

To-see if the Town wlll vote to accept from the Wm, P. Proctor
Company, title to a building formerly used as a "Toll House", on
the 01ld Mlddlesex Canal at Middlesex Village in Lowell; or act in
relation thereto.

Special Town-Meeting
May 18, 1955
Ad journed - lack of quorum,

Warrant for Special Town Meeting
Chelmsford High School Aunditorium
Thursday evening, May 26, 1955

Article 2,

To see 1f the Town wlll vote to accept from Bessie B, Hadley
and Anna W, Lamson, title to a building formerly used as a "Toll
House" on the 0ld Middlesex Canal at Middlesex Village in Lowell;
or to act in relation thereto,

Special Town leeting
Chelmsford High School Auditorium
May 26, 1955

Article 2, :

On a motion made by Réger W. Boyd, it was voted to accept from
Bessie Butler Hadley and Anna W, Lamson, title to a building
formerly used as "a toll house" and to authorize the selectmen to
move the same from its present location on Middlesex Street in North
Chelmsford to a new location within the Town that their judgement
deems advisable,

Final Report of the Tercentenary Committee (green cover, 1955):

HISTORICAL SITES ¢

Early in the plans, a History Commlittee was established with
Howard D. Smith as Chalrman, Arnold C. Perham as llason officersees
This committee completed arrangements to have the old 1832 Middlesex
Canal Toll House, formerly situated on the estate of the late Judge
Samuel P. Hadley, moved to the lawn of the Chelmsford Center Town
Hall where it was utilized a3 an Information and sale of tickets
Booth during the Celebratlone For the past several years it has been
located on the property of the Procfor Lumber Company to whom it
had been loaned by the Hadley heirs, However, during the Tercentenary
year, 1955, it was bequeathed to the town of Chelmsford by the
Hadley heirs (Mlss Bessie Hadley and Mrs, William Lamson) with the
understanding it shall henceforth remain on town property as an
historical exhibit.



MIDDLESEX CANAL TOLLHOUSE - Pictured from left to right—
Richard Lahue holding grandson Michael Caffelle, Fred Parlee,
CUharles Parlee, Victor Weaver, Henry Parlee Jr. On fork lift Henry

Parlee inside the fork lift,

Middlesex Canal
Tollhouse Moved

The Middlesex Canal Tollhouse,
said to be the oldest tollbouse in
America, has been moved to the
lawn at the Town Hall to serve as
an intormation booth during the
Bicentennial celebration.

The Tollhouse originally stood at
Landing *8 al the head of the
Middlesex Canal in Middlesex
village which was, at that time,
part of Chelmsford.

The building was donated to the
town by the heirs of Judge Samuel
P. Hadley and stood on the lawn of
the Town Hall during the 300th
dnniversary celehration of the
town.

It was moved to land in
Foretathers' Cemetery -and
remained there for the past 20

years,

n Tuesday, June 17th, under the
direclion of Richard O, Lahue of
the Bicentenmial Celebrations
Commission, o group of publie-
spiritéd citizens donated their ime
and heavy equipment to move the
Tolthouse back 10 the lawn of the
Town Hall tor the Bicentennial
celebeation,

Those involved in the project
were Charles Parlee, Henry
Parlee, Arnold Parlee, Fred
Parlee, Henry Parlee Jr., Don
Gray ol the Park Department,
Victor Weaver of the Highway
Department and members of the
Uhelmsford Police Department
who directed traffic during the

MOVINE Process.
The building is presently being
_ repaired and painted by employees
ol the town.

Chelms ford New wc’r‘K/j

\Tane 2b,1975



CHELMSFORD NEWSWEEKLY. THURSDAY, JULY 24, 1975

HELPING WITH THE CLEAN UP are Carol Merriam and son David,
Estelle Abely, and Robbie Zylich,

Lazy Daisy
Gardeners Help
Beautify Town Hall

The Lazy Daisy Gardeners
praject for the past two summers
at the Town Hall has provided us
with an opportunity to serve our
community. The project has in-
cluded the flower bed of marigolds
planted during the summer of 1974,
an array of tulips in the spring of
1975, and the numerous beds in-
cluding the bi-centennaial red,
white, and blue petunias for this
summer. Recently, the Middlesex
Canal Toll House has been moved
to Town Hall property o provide
an information booth to the public
tor our bi-centenmal celebration. A
decision to put window boxes and a
flower bed in front of the Toll
House was made by the select-
man's office and the garden elub
board. The Toll House will remain
at the Town Hall for the next
eighteen months,
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Toll House Stays
In Town, Say

Selectmen

The Old Middlesex Canal Toll
House will nol be moved out of
Chelmsford by unanimous vote of
‘the Sefectmen taken on November
29. The action was in reply to an
inquiry (rom the trustees of the
DM Associalion as to whether the
Hoard would consider loaning the
historic structure (o be displayed
@l the ¢anal restoration in Woburn
which _is staffed by the City of

oburn and includés the restored
Haldwin Mansion. a segment of
restored canal and o reproduction
of one of the passenger boals on
which rides will be offered - next
Spring. The Selectmen questioned
whether the terms of the gift of the
toll house to the Town would
permit it to leave the town.

Chairman J. Perry Richardson
ol the Ihstoric District Com-
mission has replied (o the Select-
men’s anguiry  relative (0 the
prrlqmeed change in location of the
Toll house

“Phe Historic District Com-
mission acknowledge that there
was no Public Hearing al the time
the Toll House was moved to the
froot dawn of the Town Hall, The
Toll House was moved prior to July
£ 1975, «t which time the Historic
Distriet Commission was nol in
existence. Initial appointmen! of
the Commission members was
made in August 1975, subseguen)
t the Attorney General'sapproval
u( lhe by laws accepted at the May.

b Town Meeling

"ltvgnrdmg the question as o
whether the zoning is appropriate
lo lesve the Toll House i ils
present location. the Historic
Distriet Commission submits that
iLis.not in a position 1o provide an
interpretation of the Town zoni
Ry laws. The duties of the li'talo:"if‘
District  Commission  were
established under Chapter 40C of
the General Laws of the Com-
monwealth of Massachuselis, ax
amended The members of the
Commission will be glad (o discuss
any further questions relative Lo
the matler with you at vour con
venience We are confident that
direct dialogue will produce an
agreeable resolution 1o e
situation.” p= o
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"BELEAGUERED TOLL HOUSE

I o
. .*‘ r

Sum shell phote by Miks Piguon

..in temporary location

Beleaguered Chelmsford toll house
to be evicted from town hall yard

By CAROL KOPP
" Sun Stafi
CHELMSFORD — The beleaguered Chelm-
sford Toll House, center of endless negotia-
lions between town aofficials and historic
enthusiasts, will stay right in front of town hall
— but only for the moment.

The selectmen have vowed to gel the
oul of the town hall's front yard by
¢ decision is the most recent in a long

series that has kept the little wooden structure
_on the agenda of many recent board meetings.
The building was, beginning in 1832, Landing

Number 8 at the head of the Middlesex Canal
in Middlesex Village. About 20 years later, the
canal was outdated and so was its toll house

It finally found a useful purpose more than a
century later, when it was moved in [ront of
town hall and used as the town’s bicentennial
information booth, with senior volunteers as
its stall.

Towards the end of 1976, however, the
selectmen began to think aboul the structure’s
future: in other words, how to get it out of the
frool yard, where its service has again ended.

AND THAT'S WHEN the trouble started.

The selectmen initially were considering
storing the building behind a town garage.
That mel with some opposition from lown
historic officials, who did not want Lo see such
an obscure end lo the toll house.

There also is a money question involved.
There are no funds avallable to pay for moving
the building. A couple of legal questions have
ansen o complicated the situation further.

In response to a query from the selectmen,
Building Inspector Peter J. McHugh bas given
his opinion that the presence of the toll house
in the yard of town hall ig a violation of town
Z00iNg b_viaws.

S, —r AL T 1
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A lengthy new amendment to the bylaw's
section on accessory buildings would be
needed to make it comply, McHugh suggests,
adding that ‘the Town of Chelmsford is sub-
ject to ils own zoning bylaws.

SOME WEEKS AGO, another legal qmuon
was resolved. The selectmen discovered tha
no public hearing before the historic niw-lcl
‘commission was held before the toll house was
moved into the center. Commission Vice
ChairmanJ Perry Richardson replied that the
commission did not exist before July 4, 1875,
when the building was relocated.

The house probably cannot be moved until
spring, when milder weather makes such pro-
jects easier,

In April, the toll house is likely to be moved
for the last time, across the street lo the
Chelmsford Common.
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Toll House To Move --
No One Knows Where

Building Inspector  Peter
McHugh has reported to the
Selectmen that the Old Middlesex
Canal Toll House, now situated on
the lawn of the Town Hall is in
violation of the town's zoning by-
laws.

His report follows:

“In my opinion the identity or
use of said building is not clearly
explained in your memo dated
11/18/76. Under the Zoning Bylaws

said town, Sec. 11 Definitions, an

ceessory Building is a subor
dinate butlding located on the same
lot with the main building or use,
the use of which is customarily
incidental to the use of the land.

“In my opinion we would have to
adopt Sec. VI, Gen Hegulations,
Sec. .2 as follows: 6.2 Accessory
Buildings-No accessory buildings
or structure, excepl a permitted
sign or roadside stand, shall be
located within a required front

rd area. A detached accessory

Iding may be located in the rear
yard areas and on the same lot as
the principal building provided
that not more than 25% of the
required yard area shall be so
occupied and further provided that
an accessory building shall not be
located nearer than 10 feet from

-

the principal building and at least 5
feet from any side or rear lot line,
and subject to the yard
requirements of the distriet in
which it is located. An accessory
building attached lo its principal
building or within 10 feet of it shall
be cansidered an integral part
thereof and as such shall be subject
to the fropt, side and rear yard
requirements applicable to the
principal buildings.

“If the said building was to be
attached to the main buildings or
placed nearer than 10 feet o the
main building, Sec. V Use and
Intensity Regulations, Sec. 5.1
Conditions, and Sec, 5.5 Intensity of
Use Schedule, minimum lot
requirements for a RA district,
Single Residence, would have to be
adhered to. The Town of Chelm-
sford is subject to its own
Bylaws. 1t 18 my opinion that
building so located is in violation of
the Zoning Bylaws of the Town of
Chelmsford

Sel. Murphy noted the violation
and said “Have it removed."”
Maney in the Selectmen's budget
would be allowed for this, the
Board agreed. Sel. Lovering
asked '“To where? ' but there was
no answer



Tollhouse at last finds

CHELMSFORD — The Mid-
diesex Canal Tollhouse has
found Its fourth and, local
history bulfs hope, final horme
in Chelmsford, on the center
common.

As 500n as preparations are
completed, the little one-
room building now in front of
the town hall will be raised

/
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with a forkliit and moved
across from the fire station

Members of the town
historical commission are
pleased wilh the final deci
sion, reached after long dis
cussion among town boards
and an earlier move to put it
in storage behind o highway
department garage

The commission had hoped

to keep the tollhouse, bullt in
the early mineteenth century
and one of the remaining
relics of the heyday of the
canal system, within the
historic district

Above all, said Commission
Member Richard Lahue, the
commission ‘did not want it
where | won't be locked alter
or cared for.’

The huilding had been lefl in
the cemetery behind the it
te red schoolhouse' on the
common about the time of
Chelmstord's  bicentennial,
when the canal was aban-
doned for the railroad

It was moved to the lown
hall lawn to serve as an infor.
mation booth for the nation's
bicentennial But alter 1976, 1t

o Y 5 3 1;;

Toll House Will Be Moved

To Center Common

The Park Commissioners and
the Historical Commission, in
cooperation with the Selectmen,
have agreed upon a new location
for the Tall House now positioned
on the Town Hall lawn A meeting
of the first-named two boards was
held Tuesday night, May 3, and the
decision made to move the building
1o the Center Common opposite the
Center Fire Station. half-way
between the Veterans Memorial
and Academy Street, facing the
station

Care and maintenance of the
historic structure will be the

msibility of the Selectmen
/or the Historical Commission.
All landscaping on the Common

.
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and all activities to be conducted
thereon will remain exclusively in
the hands of the Park Com-
missioners. It is believed that one
of the local garden clubs will help
with landscaping the Toll House
under the watchful eye of the
Commissioners.

The Park Commissioners believe
this new location will ovlde “a

permanent site {or the
safe-keeping'” of the 'Eu{ding.

which they consider “‘of sufficlent
historical interest to warrant (ts
preservation.”” They feel the
Common location is “‘aesthetically
suitable’”, with “minimum ex-
posure to vandalism' and

that a permanent foundation for it
will be built.

Park Superintendent Donald
Gray will coordinate the project if
the Selectmen give their final
approval, and funds for the new
foundation, for the moving, flor
shutters and painting will be made
avallable, the Commissioners say.
The latter were asked by the
Selectmen to consider the Common
site*for the Toll House and now it
appears that at last complete
agreement has been reached
among the three interested groups.



final home

gain outlived its usefuliness

THE TOWN engineer is
now drawing up specifications
for a foundation for the
building The historic com-
mission recommended 3 per-
manent foundation, Lo prevent
the building’s wooden beams
from rotting

Funds for the project, not
yet estimated, are expecled
1o corne from the selecimen’s

budget, If they give their final
approval. The board, with the
commission, will direct
operation of the tollhouse.

The commission plans to
keep It open again, oc-
casionally at least, as an in-
formation booth The most
possibly important thing to
the commission, Lahue said,
is that the tollhouse ""'won't be
vandalized or disinlegrate
with time."”

__.....c

‘I‘he Basmn Globe: Monday, May 16, 1977

[ The tollhouse will be saved

The Middlesex Canal Tollhouse has
found* its fourth—and local history
buffs hope—final home in Chelmsford,
.911' the center common. ‘ .

' As soon as preparations are
%ompleted, the little one-room building
‘now in front of town hall will be raised
“with a forklift and moved across from
T.he fire station. -

*"Tke historical commisswn had
:"hoped to keep the tollhouse, built in the-

-early 19th century and one of the

:remaining relics of the heyday of the
scanal system, w:thm the h:stonc
t‘dlstnct L

Funds .for the proyect are expected
'to come from the selectmen’s budget.

Money well spent,” fellas
l RSl — Robert B. Kenney
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Up in the air
...as It was for many montha before a new foundation this week. The 18th century
location was decided on, the Middlesex structure was picked up from Its tem- moved across the street and permanent-

porary viewing place In front of town hall,

Canal Tollhousa was guided onto a new ly settied on the common.



PAGE SEVEN

- \-‘-“- - ————
THE TOLL HOUSE MOVES across and down the street to what is expedted to be a permanent
location on the Common opposite the Central Fire Station. The change in location was made on
June 14 with the assistance of a fork lift. It has been newly painted and is now being landscaped.
Soon it will be an integral part of the Common scene-a historical relic, but looking forward to

many more years of usefulness in a variety of capacities. (Photo by Tec Art Phatography)
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North Road - Middlesex Canal Toll House on Chelmsford Common | 10/18/2008 Don Miffitt



