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FORM B - BUILDING SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

1. Is this building historically signifi ant to: 
Town Commonwealth Nation 

Building has historical connection with the 
following themes: (see also reverse side) 

Scholar 
Agriculture 
Art/ Sculpture 
Education 
Government 
Literature · 

2. Town ~rf · 
A· .1 _17' · · _ ~ .l-!',~A'-1 ff ' / 1

' .'11; __ 
Street address b.ai7loti.Jt:tlLQ'lt~!fll& ~ 
Name ~Mi,! &a/ (/d/~c 
Use: original & present Z,,~ . · . Ill {r 
Present owner ,~$ ~(!Jd;l ~ -
Open to public---"~..IU,C..,__ __________ _ 

Date"~· ~~1, Style----~----­

Source of date Atl ido ckrf' 4'.,d 
Architect ------------- -----------------------------

. . . . . OR part of Area # 

3. -co~;I-T~O~ -&x~;ll~~t - ~~i);;i; ;;t;r~o:;~d(~;v~ ~1~:;d - ~d~;d - -;jd,~;/,L4ht-
- - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -

4. DESCRIPTION 

FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High Regulars Material -ffd.k;P.~aa-... dit""- ""'------------

WALL COVER: Wood cl.a,ol.tca4d . Brick Stone Other -~~~~..:....._ _____ _ 

ROOF: ~ Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard-----------------------
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade Grillwork - --- ------ -----

CHIMNEYS: 1 2 3 4 1 /ak Center End Interio~ Irregular Cluster Elaborate 

STORIES: (y 2 3 4 ATTACHMENTS: Wings Ell Shed 

PORCHES: 1 2 3 4 - ------- --- - PORTICO ________ _.Ru.aa..J~c ..... a"-<:Yny 

FACADE: Ga~le end: Front,Gide) Ornament _____________ ____ _____ _ 

Entrance: . Side ~ Center.@v fJetails:poui., ~~n/lal Li/dJah/ 
Windows: . Spacing: Regular@'egula!)(°identicaJYVaried ---Lj/,"-IH/(/).fC/J..ld,,.. ..... &l""v"',O.ut.?4-14 ... 1~---------­

Corners: Plain Pilasters Quoins (cornerboard9.1---------------------
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Ce1'1tTery 
5 

6. Footage of structure from street __,S.....,D"------
Property has . Q feet frontage on street 

:::or?d:+~~ 
Date S /11 / 23 Photo # 7-,3,,1 

7- ¥A 
SEE REVERSE SIDE 

r > 



RELATION OF SURROUNDING TO STRUCTURE 

1. Outbuildings ________________________ _ 

2. Landscape Features: Agriculture . !)pen Wooded Garden: Formal/Informal 
Predominant features_£_..//JU-.~,}';-~~a.;._ ________________ _ 
Landscape architect (I · 

3. Neighboring Structures . 
Style: Colonial Federal@reek RevivJii) Gothic cgfvsl Italian Villa Lombard Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Moderaj 8'.Y a2 e,/,urd,,, I ft I> e ehu,c.h 
(}eoroi an 18'0~ School house 

Use: @sidenti~ommercial {rieligiou~ Conditions:@xcellent Go~ Fair Deteriorated 

------------------------------------------------------

RESTRICTIONS ________________________ _ 

Original Owner: J::id)'?!Juv ~ bJ,ti/dJ/4/L /Jual 
Deed Information: :Book Nu";;1;;; Page , _______ Registry of Deeds 



Middlesex Canal Tollhouse 
West.ford Street 

Source or dates 

of the Lowell Historical Socie iv Volume 1, pg. 195 • 
. oy o o . scences o T. 4 esex age y Hon. Samuel P. Hadley 

atatea that "Previous to 1832 the canal ot'.fice1. was in a roan in the 
rinished portion (o.r the canal storehouse). ths,\t year being the one in 
which the present office was erected." The· Midd\J.esex Canal Association 
has recently obtained the old"canal papers, and \ it is hoped that these 
papers v,111 con.firm. that date. " 

Condition: moved. 

The building originally stood 1n ?i!iddlosex V1llag~\, (Lowell) near the end 
of the canal at the Merrimack River. It stood .for . iteveral yoo.rs on the 
property or the;if-~•••l Ltnnber Mill Com~., and· ~·' 1955· it \Vas moved to 
the front of the Chelmsford Town Hall (Nort.n Rd., l~ • 4) where it was 
used as an information booth during tho Chelmsford , cen~ennial Celebration 
About 1959 it was moved to its present location beh1~ the 1802 
Schoolhouse, vthere it is sa.fer f"rom vandalism. /\, 
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MIDDLESEX CANAL TOLL IIOUSE---ln keeping with the Tercentenary celebration the toll 
house used during the time when the Middlesex Canal wilt be in use during the cele­
bration and will be l ocated on the lawn of the town hall in the Center. The toll 
house was restored by W.. P. Proctor Company and was presented to the town by that 
coapany at the last a,ecial town ... ting. 

------ -·· ·- . -· - --



RESTORATION OF THE HISTul{lG i1! lDDLESEX C.ANAL 

TOLL HOUSE 

The ~ime was in the late thirties, the place 

was known then as Middlesex village. A small build­

ing, once white, stood there, weatherbeaten, amid 

a tangle of weeds and brush - a reminder of past 
greatness when the industrial revolution was x22«­

just starting iri New England, and more efficient 
transportation was needed to move the produce from 
th~ area north of ~oston to the waiting commercial 

market there • 
.H.ailroads were as yet unheard of. :rhe middle­

sex turnpike provided only a slow expensive method 
of getting goods to ~oston Market. vanals, . common 

in Europe and becoming recognized in this country 
as an ideal way of expanding the economy, were the 

answer, and a dedicated group oi men had begun the 

building of this canal to . sJ1pplant the highway as 
a better method of moving goods to the ~oston port 

rrom whence they would move into world markets. 
This small weatherworn building had been the 

office of collector of tolls for this new canal. 

It stood near the river. bank, where boats going up 

the merrimac river through .Nashua, as far as uoff s­
t own and Manchester ~.H . operating with sails and 
pole-men brought produce which was here transferr­
ed to the packet boats of the Lliddlesex canal which 

whisked it on down to ~oston • .nere in this once 
busy toll house had been collected the tolls essen­
tial to the maintenance of and operation of the can 

al. 



One of the keepers of the Toll House, working 
dailey to collect the tolls which were ~ssential 
to the maintenance of the Canal was Judge Samuel 
T. Hadley. Judge Hadley's widow lived on ~iddle­
sex Street in Middlesex Viliage . within sight. of 

' ' I . -
thi.s monument to past greatness, and it troubled 
her that it was deteriorating and soon v~ndalism 
would completely destroy it.She talked about this 
to a neighbor~ Mr. Ryan, a man who loved horses 
and whom I had remembered seeing driving around 
the country roads in a training sulky. Mr. Ryan 
was a public spirited person, interested in pres¥­
erving monuments to past greatness now about to 

be obliterated by modern growfuh. The old tavern 
building · had become an automobile agency, the 
boarding house where canal employees lived when 
not on duty had been converted into rental hous­
ing units, and across the canal there was now a 
livery stable and a - riding school. 

Acting on behalf of lrs. Hadley, _Mr. Ryan be-
.•.. ~'\. .. 

. gan to explore ways in which the Toll House struc­
ture could .be saved. The location had so badly de­

teriorated that it did not seem intelligent to re­
store it on its original loc~tion. Mr. Ryan knew 
of my interest in the preservation of Historic 

buildings and came to me and asked for advice and 
J.deas. At abou~ this time I .had purchased the land 

and buildings adjoining the property of the Vim. P. 

Proct or Lumber company of which I was the princi­

pal executive officer. These were difficult days 

of the depression. The economy which had been at 

a virtual standstill was beginning to show signs 



of. life. I was busy trying to build a retail lum­
ber· business to replace a wo oden · box business, . 
which had been outmoded with the advent of corr­
ugated cardboard packing cases; but the wooden 

box . business was employing upwards of 100 pe~ple 
who could. not have found employment· elsewhere be­
cause of the still faltering economy, s o I did not 
h ave money to spend on a nonconnented venture, 
worthwhile as this one was. 

~till I did xm± have in the newly purchased 

land a prime location where the building could be 
safe~ and where directly across the street from 
the busy Catholic church it could be available 
for inspection by interested citizens. I offered 
this location to Mrs. Hadley _who enthusiastically 
endorsed moving the Toll House. 

Mr. Ryan cooperated. lie arranged a horse drawn 
vehicle with a platform underslung between some 

large wheels~ Granite from. the old location and 
elsewhere was put in place as a foundation and the 
•roll House was in it's new location. Clapboard 
siding was missing in places, and this we at ~roc­
tor Lumber restored. The original clapboard sid­
ing was interestingly different from that avail­
able on the market. Now, the new clapboards have 
square ends which butt up against the next square 
end, but on the old Toll House the ends of the 
clapboards were tapered off to a feather edge and 
the next one lapped over, since it's ·ends were al­

so tapered. Mr. Carrol Craft , an employee of the 
~roctor Company , did the required restoration 

work inside and outside, and then it was painted 



to preserve it and gi.ve it back it's original 
appearance. A poster was put inside telling a 
bit of it's history . Hundreds of interested peo­
ple stdpped to inspect it. We had a simple cere­
mony rededicating it when it was opened to the pub­

lic. 
The Toll H6use, by now generally recognized as 

an authentic symbol of ~helmsford's early devel­

opment, made it's next journey, at the time of the 
celebration of Chelmsford's tercentenary of it's 
founding. The Committee planning the celebration 

thought that it ·was fitting that the old Toll 
House should be one of the central attritions of 

this celebration and it was movedto the lawn of 
the Town Hall in Chelmsford Center and served as 
an information boothxx as well as an image of 
past glories.After the celebration it was moved 
to a new location in a corner of Forefather's 
Cemetery, just across the·· village common from 

the Town Hall • . There it stands now waiting the 
timewhen a part of the Canal can be restDeed in 
Chelmsford in a suitable park like image, as a · 
more fitting recognition of it's historic value . 

NOR}f.AN P. MASON 1977 



Middlesex Canal Tollhouse 
Westford Street 

Chelmsford Newsweekly (1955) 

"The following account of life in Middlesex Village and on the Middlesex 
Canal, now published for the first time, was written in the 1840's by 
Mrs. Paul Hill 'Belinda Page Hadley), daughter of s.P.Hadley and sister 
of Judge Samuel P. Hadley who did so much to preserve the history of the 
villageo s.Po Hadley, Mrs. Hill's father, suceeded Cyrus Baldwin as 
superintendent of the locks at the Lowell end of the Middlesex Cahal and 
also as collector of tolls in the toll house now exhibited in the Center 
near the Town Hall. Mrs. Hill was known as iThe belle of · Middlesex 
Village' at the time of her debut. She married Paul Hill, descendant of 
one of Bil]erica's first settlers, in 1845; he was the engineer in charge 
of construction of the famous Hoosac Tunnel, and Miss Mabel Hill, now of 
Billerica, one of their children, has made this material available to us. 
It was original]y written at her request about 60 years ago•"•••••••••• 

Contributions of the Lowell Historical Socie Vol. 1 
oy oo em n soences o d esex 

By. Hon. Samuel Pe Hadley. Read in 3 parts: 
Feb. 8, 1905, May 10, 1905, Feb 9, 1910 

194 "Just beyond the storehouse and directly in front of a large stable 
for horses, was a circular pond, or cove, a part of the canal used 
for turning boats. There were a number of these coves on the line of 
the canal used for a similar purpose. Beyond to the north were the 
locks into the Merrimack, and the collector's office, which is still 
standingo" 

195 "The canal storehouse stood on the westerly bank ••••••• the remainder, 
the larger part of the building, was given up to the storage of all 
sorts of mercaandise•••o•o••Previous to 1832 the canal office was in 
a room in the finished portion, that year being the one in which the 
present office was erectedo" 

Pgo 230 "I suppose I am one of the very few surviving employees of the Canal 
Corporation. I not only worked upon it, but I fished in it, I swam in 
it 0 I came very near being drowned in it, and I know every foot of it. 11 

241 

Pg. 242 

Much description of work and life upon the canal. Also the article 
tells much information about many of the houses of Middlesex Village 
and the people who lived in themo 

"In 1851 the Proprieots began to dispose of their property. The land 
in Middlesex Village, north of Middlesex Sto, consisting of about six 
acres, on which stood thelocks, storehouse, collector's office and a 
cottage house and barn, was conveyed to rrry father by deed dated 
Sept. I, 1851, which was executed by Ebenezer Chadwick, treasurer of 
the corporation, with the corporate seal affixedo" 

"The only relics of this old public work at Middlesex Village are the 
collector's toll house erected in 1832 which I have endeavored, with 
poor success, to save from the depredations of tramps and misoheivous 
boys, - the cellar of the storehouse, and a large part of the stone­
work of the lower lock, which although under the water of the inflowing 
river, is still intacto" 



Middlesex Canal Toll House 

phelmsford Tercentenary Connnittee, Inc. Minutes: 

April 5, 1955 
¥!'• A. c. Perham reports that the matter of procuring the Old 
Middlesex Canal Toll House for use as an information booth - later 
to be permanently located on Town property - is being further 
investigated and the Board appropriated him a committee of one to 
report more de)ails on this matter on April 12. 

April 12, 1955 
Mr. A. C. Perham reported the availability of an original Toll House 
wh.ich stood at the head of the Middlesex Canal in Middlesex Village. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Clifford Hartley duly made aid seconded, it 
was voted that the Chelmsford Tercentenary Connnittee, Inc. accept 
the temporary custody of the Old Middlesex Canal Toll House, permission 
to be secured .by A. C. Perham for said building to be put on the Town 
Hall property. 

April 181 1955 
Mr. Arnold Perham reported that he had made final arrangements to 
have the Old Middlesex Canal Toll House moved soon by the Town from 
the Proctor Lumber Yard to the grounds of the Chelmsford Center Town 
Hall - said Toll House to be used as a Central Information Booth 
durinB the Tercentenary Celebration. 

History Connnittee Budget as of May 12, 1955: 

Moving and placement of Old Middlesex Canal Toll House $75 

Chelmsford Tercentenary Connnittee, Inc. Minu:bes: 
, 

June 6 1 1955 
It was reported that Mr. E. N. Mills had volunteered to put one coat 
of paint on the Toll House if he would be reimbursed for the cost of 
the paint, approximately one gallon would be needed. 

Also it was reported that it had been necessary to hire Mr. Robert 
Lane to clean the interior of the Toll House. 

$50 voted - "to meet expenses in connection with the preparation of the 
Old Toll House as an information center." 

Mr. A. c. Perham, Mr. Thomas Cruripeall and the Secretary, Mrs. Mills, 
were charged with the responsibility of having the information booth 
manned during the celebration; Mr. Osborn, of the Ways and Means 
Committee, to be charged with the responsibility of any souvenir 
sales. 



Middlesex Canal Toll House 

9helmsford Tercentenary Comrnittee, Inc. Minutes: 

April 5 1 1955 
IJr• A. C. Perham reports that the matter of procuring the Old 
Middlesex Canal Toll House for use as an information booth - later 
to be permanently located on Town property - is being further 
investigated and the Board appropriated him a committee of one to 
report more de~ails on this matter on April 12. 

April 12, 1955 
Mr. A. c. Perham reported the availability of an original Toll House 
wrdch stood at the head of the Middlesex Canal in Middlesex Village. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Clifford Hartley duly made aid seconded, it 
was voted that the Chelmsford Tercentenary Committee, Inc. accept 
the temporary custody of the Old Middlesex Canal Toll House, permission 
to be secured .by A. C. Perham for said building to be put on the Town 
Hall property. 

April 181 1955 
Mr. Arnold Perham reported that he had made final arrangements to 
have the Old Middl e sex Canal To 11 House moved soon by the Town from 
the Proctor Lumber Yard to the grounds of the Chelmsford Center Town 
Hall - said Toll House to be used as a Central Information Booth 
during the Tercentenary Celebration. 

History Committee Budget as of May 12, 1955: 

Moving and placement of Old Middlesex Canal Toll House $75 

Chelmsford Tercentenary Committee, Inc. Minu:bes: 

June 6 1 1955 
It was reported that Mr. E. N. Mills had volunteered to put one coat 
of paint on the Toll House if he would be reimbursed for the cost of 
the paint, approximately one gallon would be needed. 

Also it was reported that it had been necessary to hire Mr. Robert 
Lane to clean the interior of the Toll House. 

$50 voted - "to meet expenses in connection with the preparation of the 
Old Toll House as an information center." 

Mr. A. c. Perham, Mr. Thomas Crunpball and the Secretary, Mrs. Mills, 
were charged with the responsibility of having the information booth 
manned during the celebration; Mr. Osborn, of the Ways and Means 
Connnittee, to be charged with the responsibility of any souvenir 
sales. 



Middlesex Canal Toll House 

Warrant for Special Town Meeting 
Chelmsford High School Auditoritnn 
Wednesday evening, May 18, 1955 

Article 2. 
To'see if the Town will vote to accept from the v.m. P. Proctor 

Company, title to a building formerly used as a "Toll House", on 
the Old Middlesex Canal at Middlesex Village in Lowell; or act in 
relation thereto. 

Special Town-Meeting 
May 18, 1955 
Adjourned - lack of quortnn. 

Warrant for Special Town Meeting 
Chelmsford High School Auditorium 
Thursday evening, May 26, 1955 

Article 2. 
To see if the -Town will vote to accept from Bessie B. Hadley 

and Anna w. Lamson, title to a building formerly used as a "Toll 
House" on the Old Middlesex Canal at Middlesex Village in Lowell; 
or to act in relation thereto. 

Special Town Meeting 
Chelms£ord High School Auditorium 
May 26, 1~55 

Article 2. 
On a motion made by R&ger W. Boyd, · it was voted to accept from 

Bessie Butler Hadley and Anna w, Lamson, title to a building 
formerly used as "a toll house" and to authorize the selectmen to 
move the same from its present location on Middlesex Street in North 
Chelmsford to a · new location within the Town that their judgement 
deems advisable. 

Final Report of the Tercentenary Committee (green cover, 1955): 
HISTORICAL SITES 

Early in the plans, a History Committee was established with 
Howard D. Smith as Chairman, Arnold c. Perham as liason officer •••• 
This commit tee completed arrangements to have the old 1832 Middlesex 
Canal Toll House, formerly situated on the estate of the late Judge 
Samuel P. Hadley, moved to the lawn of the Chelmsford Center Town 
Hall where it was utilized as an Information and sale of tickets 
Booth during the Celebration. For the past several years it has been 
located on the property of the Proctor Lumbe~ Company to whom it 
had been loaned by the Hadley heirs. However, during the Tercentenary 
year, 1955, it was bequeathed to the town of Chelmsford by the 
Hadley heirs (Miss Bessie Hadley and Mrs. William Lamson) with the 
understanding it sna.11 henceforth remain on tovm property as an 
historical exhibit. 



\IIOnu: EX ( " J. TOLLHOU F. Pictured from left to righl­
Nlchnrd IAhut> holding grnndson Michael Cnffellc, Fn.'<l Parlt'C. 
Chari~ Porlt>e. \, 1c:tor Wen,: r Henry Parlee Jr On fork lift Hmry 
Purlee 1n.s1dt> tltt' fork hfl 

Middlesex Canal 
Tollhouse Moved 

'f"h< \11ddl1e: ex C uwl Tullhuuw., 
. ,d 10 b<· lht• oldtSt tollhou.-.~ in 
M,wr:ca hn~ been moved to thtt 
I "'11 a1 1he ·rnv. n Holl to serve a.a 
a11 intorm311on booth during the 
.H1rcntl'fmml cclcbrat1on 

Inc Tollhous,• oriRIIUIIJy stood at 
Lancbng ~ nl the head oJ lhe 
!\l1ddll:!l;e.,c Cnnnl in M1ddletex 
\'Ill 1.t \\h1ch wn."1, at thot Ume. 
JJ<trt 01 Chelmsford 

Tht- bu1ldmg w donated to the 
town t>> 1hc h •1rs or .Judge Sn.mu •I 
P llodh•y nnd stood on the lawn of 
1h . rown llnll during the 300l.h 
u11nlv~r..ur) tt>lt•hntlmn o{ the 
lo~n 

Che /ms [.>rel JUew ._qee K JJ 

Ju l)e :J le I 9? 5" 
I 

It \\:1s moved to Jnnd In 
1-· 11rcfath1•rs C-1.•mett!r) end 
l'l'ffl tnt'tl lht•r~ for the past 20 
\'' f:"I" , 

011 ·ru1~~ .lune lith. undt U\C 
dlr horr of fhl•hanf n Lahu uf 
thr "IC('OICOOl3l C •lf.'brntton 
c ·,,mm,..,,.on. u group or public· 
pmf•'<l i:1tucnl> don.ctLid lhc1r Ii~ 

.md hM\ y 4.'(jUlpmMI lo IUOVC tht' 
1 ottht,wa• back 10 th • lawT1 c,/ tlli.' 
l'r>\' 11 I IJII tor th B1ct?ntennu1I 
cekhr.,uon 

Those involv(•d tn U1t: pro,ea 
wt?rr Chari... P.irlee flcnry 
f>nrlct•.. ,\rnnld Portee Fred 
t•11rl~. l lt'nr} f>arlce Jr . Don 
Cjrn> 01 tlw Park l>f•p:inmPnt, 
V1clC)r Wcav,,r llf th<> lhghw y 
lkp.1rtmt-nt :rnd mt•mberS or the 
t 'h1•lrn :.ford Police I) •port m nt 
"- ho 1J1r<.'Cll'd tr arr,, durlnw the 
mo\•tn process 

Th<· building &.." present!) bt!lng 
r11>-1Jred .irtd p.itnted by ffl plo,>ccs 

' 111 lht• IO\\:ll 



111:'lPl , C,\\ l'l'll l'llE LEA' l P ar, <.:nroJMcrrmmond~n Dn\.'10 , 
i,;stdll Aliely. 311d Hobbie Zyhch ____________ _ 

Lazy D a isy 
Gardeners Help 
Beaut ify Town Hall 

'rhc La1y Daisy Gardener, 
proJ ct 1or the p:ist two summtrs 
~ 1 the ·rown Hall ha~ p 1 ov1dr.d us 
w1U1 111 opportunity 10 -.erv Q\lr 
L<0mmun1l~ The proJect has m­
rluded the llo\\er bed of marigolds 
planted dunng thr ~ummer of 197-1, 
.in arrcw ol tulips ,n the spnng ui 
1975, Jnd the numerous beds m 
eluding the b,~ent nnaml red, 
while and blue peturuas for th1b 
!>ur11111c1 necemly. the M1ddle:.ex 
t nnal Toll Hou e h;,is been movL'Ci 
lo Town Holl property to proviue 
:m mlormallon booth to the public 
tor our hi-cent •nnrnl c· lcbrnt1on. A 
dec1b1011 10 put\\ 1ndow boxes 3lld a 
tlo\\er b~ m lronl elf the Toll 
llousl' wa. mode by lhe ·elecl­
mon b ot11ce • nd th · garden club 
boord ·fh~ Toll Hou:,e will rema111 
• 1 tlw To,~ n tin 11 I or the rwxt 
,·1gllL en 111c111ll1, 



Chelmsford·W cstford•Tyngsboro 

'Toll House Stay 

In Town, ay 

Sele tmen 
Tht> Old M 1ddlesex Canal Ton 

Hu~ will no& ht? moved QUI of 
O}c-lm. ford by unonlmQQs votf or 
lhl' selectmen taken on November 
211 ~ acUon was In rl'ply 10 an 
anqulr. from lhe lrustees of t~ 
OM<' Assoc1uhonas to whell'IB I~ 
1i11;1rd ~ould consider loalllt)J the 
hislortc s tructure to h<' displa)'cd 
.JI th (!anal rcstoral100 m Woburn 
v. hlch I :.taffcd by the Ctty of 
\ oburn , 11 include) the rest~ 

Hnk.twm ManMon. u i;Cgm~l of 
~lor«! canal and n N!pr<>ducHon 
11( 11n~ ur 1he p:i~~nger boats on 
"htch rlctt'S WIii tX' offered ntlCI 
spring 'n1" Scl~tmcn que$tioned 
v.·h.cther lhl! terms ot 1h gift of thl' 
tnll house to the Town would 
l)(''rrmt IL to leave the tov.•11-. 

( 'ha1rma11 J Perrv Klcba.rdson 
or thu I hslorlc 1>1 lrict ('om 
1111 Ion ha. rcph<?d In the St-lcct-
11K.'fl 111qu1ry rcla11,·e to the 
proposed chruige 1n loca1lon or 1he 
Intl hoo.-.e 

- ·nil' I hstor,c Dis trict Com 
nu (JJl ;wk11Qwled~ Ltutl lhere 
W41 .WI Public llenring al th~ tlmt> 
1~ T,111 lluuse l("iJi. movl'd 10 t~ 
tronl luwn of th~ Town Hntl The 
~oil ltuu.~· ~.,s moVt.-d pdur h1 Jul) 
-l UITT at \lo h1ch ttmt• the Hi oric 
t11strict C'ommisslon wu~ n(l( In 
toiu lcrwe lnllinl nppoifllntcnl h( 
thc> ('omm1ss10n rnt•mhers \\. 
morn.- 1n \u~u.·11 tm. 6Ubbcqut-nl 
111 lh \llomt'y<;cner-al'. appnwnl 
11f I~ h\· luw ;u .. 'CCµ(ed nt I~ ~ta~ 
1"7:'i 1'11\\n Mt.~lin,.:. 

'Ht,gordmg th~ (IUt>Sltnn • lo 
v. hethor 1he 1.omng is nppropnat(' 
111 INW<' the Trill House 111 Its 
preM.>nt lm:alson . lhe Ul.11mc 
l)tStnc:r l 'ommrss,on submits thnt 
fl 14 001 ,n ~ posit Ion 10 pro\ Id • an 
11tlflrprNatlt,n or the Town tl\1111\U 
Ay l:iwti. 'rlw dull~ of the lll$lorlc 
l>lstrkl 1·om1111ss1on v.·er, 
l'lll(11>rasht'd und~·r Chapter -lOC' nt 
the tl<'ntral Laws of the <'om 
tll nwe:tllh or MassachuSt>Us. ;i,. 
,lnll'nd d The mM1bers uf Ow 
<',,mrn1ss1on will b<• ~lad to di~cws.., 
Jn, rurih<'r 9u~t1ons rclo11vf' to 
th~· mclle>r ,.,,th you ~• vour cwt 
YCIMI\CC' Wt! are con(idenl that 
dlr I di:ilogm• will produ,,.. an 
o.in.>t'abll' resnl ut ion I~ I*" 
,uua11on • 



THE SUN. LOWELL, MASS . WEDNtSOA't. JAN 19, 1977 

BELEAGUERED TOU HOUSE s.. d.H flM+O t., Mil. •it­
... ln temporary location 

Beleaguered Chelmsford toll house 
to be evicted from town hall yard 

By CAROL KOPP 
Sllll StaJf 

CRb"L:'tiSFORD - The bflf.'aguered Chelm· 
s:rord Toll llou:se. center of endless negotJa· 
uons betw~n town offlcl:ils and historic 
cnthusiaMs. will :ita} right In front o( town ball 
- bul only for the mumcnl 

The selectmen ba\'e vowed lo gel the 
bulldang oul or the Lown ltnll's fronl yard by 
April The declslo,> is the most recent an a long 
"'"es lhaL ha.I kept the IIUle wooden structure 
on tht agcndA uC many recent board meetings. 

The- buHdl~ was. bet,nnln& In 1832. Landing 

Number 8 at the bead or the MJddlesex Canal 
In Middle.sex VIiiage. About 20 years later. the 
t-anal was ouuinted and so was Its toU house 

ll finally foun<! a usdul purpose more than a 
century later, when IL was moved 1n front or 
town haU ond used as the town ·s btcentennlal 
1nfurmat1on booth, with senior volunteers as 
1ts starr 

Towards lbe cod of 1976, however, the 
Sf'ledmen began lo think about the $ltUcture's 
future: In other words. how to gel ll out of lht 
rronl yard. wbete lt.s-SerV1ce has ag~fo ended. 

AND THAT'S WHEN the trouble started 
The self.'t'lm<'n lml!ally were coOSJderlng 

stonng I.he building belund a town proJe 
That mel wllh some oppo.!SIUnn rrom town 
histortt orhclals , who did nol ~·not lo see s'uch 
an obs(,ure ~d to the toll hou e. 

There also Is a mont:y quesuun Involved 
There are no funds a v.tUoble to pay (or movl"i 
the buUdang A couple ol legal questions have 
ansen to complicated the sl tuatlon furlbc!r 

ln response w a query from lhe seleelmen, 
Hu1ldlng Inspector Pet.er J. McHugh hugiven 
lus upmion that lhf! preseoce or the toll bclu.H 
in the )'Drd of town hall is a vlol.alion o( town 
1.0~1~g b~]aws __ ~- _ . . .. , __ , __ ._ 



!\ lt-nRth~ new :ameodmtnl tu the bylaw·s 
~.:l'llon on ut·ccssory buildings would be 
nM'dcd 10 m.ik<' II comply, Mellugh ~u~~~.)LS, 
adding th;,t the fown or Chelmsford ,s sub­
J('('l to 1t.s own wnmg byh1ws 

SOME \\EEKS AGO. anolhcr lej!nl quesuon 
w..is resolved The selectmen d1~ccwcred lhat 
no publ11.· hcanng bl•rore the historic dislnct 
romm1s~1011 w.i~ held twrorc lhe loll house w.is 
1110\:~od 1ntu lht· center Comnuss1ou Vice 
l:b.a1mnn J Pero Richardson replied lhal I.he 
cc:11nrnl <-,1011 did nol ex,!jl before July t li7:i, 
'-'hen Lhe bullc.Hng was relocoled 

The hou:.e prot...bly c.1nnot be moved unUI 
;!1pl111g. \l.•ht·n mtldtr Y.t!3ther makes such pro­
jl:{ b t'.:l51<'r, 

In Apnl the toll house l'I likely lo be moved 
lot the la,t time • .iero.._, the street lo Ole 
l helm:.!urd <:ummon. 
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Toll Hou e To Move -­
No One Know, Where 

Building Inspector Peter 
McHugh has reported to the 
Selt.'<:tmrn that the Old Middlesex 
Canal Toll House, now situated on 
the, lnwn or the Town lloll n1 in 
\lolauon of the town's 1.orung by· 
lnws 

ms report follows: 
'In my opinion the 1den111y or 

use of ,;aid building is not dearly 
cxpl111n~d m your memo dated 
11/lB/iG Under the i'..oning Bylaw · 
c,f said town. cc 11 D~finiuons. an 
Acces.c;ory Building ,:s a subor 
dinete hutldmg located on the same 
IN "uh the maw building or use, 
Ille lt~t· nf which t!I customarily 
1nc:1d •nlal to the us~ nf thl• land 

" In m) opinion \\C would hOVl' to 
bdupt S1>c VI <:en Hl,gulnllorl!,, 
Ste Ii 2 a!> follows o 2 1\4·cessory 
Hu.lllm~s No accessor,> build.in&,) 
or s1ructur1• c•x<'cpt a permittl'd 

1g11 or roads ide stund. shall he 
l~i:ilt!d within a required front 
) nrd arc•a d~R,·h !cl accessory 
building may bc locowd in the rear 
ynrd u relli> .md on the same lot os 
th• pnnnpal l,u1ld1ng pro\1dt.>d 
th,11 n<>t more 1ha11 25% or the 
rtqu1red yord areu sttoll he so 
occupied and further pro,ided that 
m l:'C~Or) hu1ldan~ ~hall not be 
l9c111..d nPartr than 10 feet from 

the prmclpnJ hu1lding and at least s 
feel from uny side or rear lot line, 
ond subject to the yard 
rcqwreme111 of the dist.net an 
"-hich it 1s located. An ncce$$0ry 
hualdang ntuiched to Its principal 
hu,ldmg or w1lhin 10 feel of It shall 
be considl'red on integral part 
therror und os such shall be subject 
to ttw fronL ~de and rear vard 
requirements applicable to · the 
pnnc1pnJ huddmgs 

" Ir the sa,d bundlng v. o · 10 be 
.illa<'hed to the n1om hulldl~ or 
pl.11.:l•d nenrl'r than 10 fel't to the 
m.ian building 5t>c \' Use and 
Intensity Rrgulot1ons. $('(' 5 I 
C"tind11ions. und Sec. s 5 lntt'!l tty of 
l se Schedule minimum lot 
rcqurrl'ment.s for a HA district , 
S111glc Rcs1dencl' would have to be 
u!hcr ~ lo The Town of Chelm· 

s ford 1s suhJcct 10 its ov.n Zoru~ 
Hvlaws It 1s m) oplruon that said 
hu1ld1ng so located 1. an ,•1olollon or 
the Z-0nmg Bylaw~ of lhe Town of 
t ·1tclmsford .. 

't.>I ~lurph>· noted the vlolauon 
and :.aid " lfan• 1l removed " 
\tnnry III Lhr Scleclmen's budget 
v.nuld be allowed fc,r this, the 
H,,ard agreed Sci Lovcriott 
11,;ked 'To whl"l'c"' but U14!n· was 
no Jn -wcr 



Tollhouse at last finds 
l'IIEL, 1SFORU- lb~ \hd 

dlcJl'll C..inill Tollhuuse ?us 
found it fourth and, local 
hl.stC>~ buffs hoi,c, ft~I home 
1n Coolrnslord. on t.bc center 
,·ommon 

As soon a rrcparaUoru; ..trc 
comp! lN. the llttl~ one 
room hultdini! no.,., an front ol 
Utt town h,tl ~111 b.. rJ1 etl 

wlU1 .i forkhll a nd nio~t-d 
1cro.,5 Jro111 the ftr~ <it.ll1on 

\iembt>r, ol the 111~,n 
htstorica I cornmt!iston ar1• 
pll'a"C'd with 1111' (m,'il dt'CI · 
,ion, rench •o ,lfh•r lunli dis· 
c!b~lon nMnt town bo.irru 
anti an r.irllN rno~·e to vuL tt 
tn slor~~" be lund .. high.,., .. :, 
d part~nt ... r,,g1 

tu k••llp th,• t,,llhOJtJ5t', built 1n 
lhl· e11rl~ ntnl'lf'('nlh , tnlur~ 
ind unc cil th~ rl m;;1nm~ 
rehcs ul the ht>\'dJ~ 01 thl' 
l'Jl'lil l \ '!> ll.!111 , w1tl11n the 
h1s1onc d1,1ru·1 

Th~ hu1ldm!J hnd ht'"" I II tn 
thi> ,~·ml'lt·ry l>ctund llu· " hi 
lit- red :i<:h,.ulhoose on ti: 
rommon ol.:nut the 11~ ol 
C'ht'lrn~lnnl ~ b1trnt1•nnlal 
\\ht·n the, l·dn I w .. :; .al •n 
donN for lh r tlro.aJ 

The romm1~,11•n h.,d hopt'(l 

Abn, all , s;i1d Comrru<: ion 
MetnbN Htthard Lahue, 111~ 
rom,m~ 11,n dtd not ·1,,1n• 11 
~h1•, · ll .,, on I L J()(,ki'<i !ter 
u, 1 ar1:J fur 

lt .,.,,, ~ 0101.1•0 lu lhi.: 11,wn 
hitll la\m to erw n infor 
mauon bomh for llw n 110n s 
b1~nhri111 I Hu• 1H IVi , II 

Toll [louse Will Ile Moi Pll 

To ( :e11tpr ( ,
1

otnn1011 
TM Park Comml 1oners and 

lht> H1s tor1cal Commission in 
moper lion w1lh the Selectm~. 
ha\' af!reed upon .i nn, loc11llon 
(or- th•• Tt1U !louse now posmoocd 
an the To~n Hall lawn A met>tmg 
of thf> hn,t nnml'd two boardi: was 
ht-Id Tur~da; night. May 3, and lhe 
ded.sion mode to move the bwldfng 
lo the Cl'nter Cotnmon OR)OS1lt' the 
Ctmlrr rirr Statton. holf wa; 
between the VN.erans Memoriol 
and ,\cadrm; Strf'('(, (acing the 

auun 
Car,, o nd ma 1nu~nance ol the 

hi tone stnu:ture "'111 th 
r,•"lponslbthl>' or the S<>lectmm 
3ndfnr the ll1!toric1d romm Ion. 

All l.lnt.u~pt~ on I~ Common 

·: ,,1 s l,1.,·,/ /tJ,ws.ur·r 1~ Iv 
..J 

'1J,::, I 7} 
I I 

and lllJ acllTit1es to be conducted 
thereon will remain exclusively In 
the hand:, or the Park Com• 
missionen ll 1s beli~et! that one 
or the locol gnrde-n clubs w1J1 hclp 
\\Ith t.,nd!.tnptng the Toll House 
under the wntchful C)-C of lhe 
rommissloncrs. 

The Park Commissioners believe 
this new location wHI provide · 'a 
permanent site for the <liRplay nd 
,;rifo-keeptng or the bu1ld1ng 
~hlch the> rons1der ··ot sufficlen1 
lustoncal Interest to warrant Its 
presen•atlon " They feel lbe 
rommon location t "ac,lhct 1ull}· 
u1u1blf'" .,., nh ··minimum ~x­

posure to vandalism'' and e:icped 
that a permanent foundation for 1t 
v.i ll be butlt 

Park Superintendent Oona Id 
Gra)• will coordmate the pro,ect If 
1he ,•fe,(·tmt•n gn-e t.hmr final 
,,pprm nl and fund,; ror the oow 
foundation fnr the moving, (or 
:N'lUllf'rs and j'.Ultnl&ng w,11 ~ made 
ao,:11lable the Comm1ss1oners o;ay 
Thl' loller were :t5kt'd hy the 
-.,.l1'•'1 men to cons! r lhe C'nmmon 
1tcdor theo Tnll House nd now il 

app1: r., that at I t (()mplete 
agrN"nw ~, ha, bttn rl."ached 
llmong llw lhrct? mttt led KfOUIJI.S. 



final home 
gain 1llltl•Yetl tts usefullne£s 

THE TOWN 1:ng1neer ss 
nolA dr~w ng upspeclf1callons 
fur a foundallon for the 
hutlihn 'l'llr hastor r rom· 
mi Ion rcrommcnded a per• 
manent roundlluon, to prcH~nt 
1bc bulldinfs v.llOd1!11 bt.>,irm 
f rorn "t l n~ 

budget, 1t they i,t1\: • Lht'Jr final 
appro,·al Ole board wtlh lhe 
comm1ss,on. will direct 
operation of the Lollh·~ 

Funt! for r.h!! proJecl, not 
. et e iun.atl"d, re ~ld 
I f~an &hr ~ lm n'5 

The romnu11su,n pl,1n.; Lo 
l,.et p It upPn again oc• 
t.isio11111l~ 01 least, .i, 1n In· 
lormallon boolh Th mo L 
po~111bly 1r11port.1n~ I.tun to 
lbt> rotnmumon, Lah•J~ 11,1 d, 
IS thut the tollhi>Wlt> "won' l Ix· 
vandal ud cir duiint ar te 
with umc. • 

Lo toe JI S,, 111 

fl,fd/ 10 /?7 1 

I\., .. :..:·,:,_·:::.:··· .. . . .... · - .. . ·---j . 
The Beston Globe· Monday, May 16, 1977·! 

. The _tollhouse will be saved 
The Middlesex Canal Tollhouse has 

found' its fourth-and local history 
buffs hope-final home in Chelmsford, 
;1>n· the center common. 

:. ·. As· soon as preparations are 
~ompleted, the little one-_room building 

··now in front of town hall will be raised 
\with .a forklift and moved across from 
. _the fire station. · 
· ·· The historical commission had 
: 'hoped to keep the tollhouse, built in the · 
:'early 19th century and one of the 
.;remaining reli_cs of the heyday of the 
1:canal system, _within the historic 
:-district. ·-··:-: .. .. '· 

. . Funds .for the project· are expected 
. to come from the selectmen's budget . . ' 

Money . welt spent, . felia_s_ 
- Robert B. Kenney 

I 



... u It wu for many mont111 before a new 
locatlon w11 decided on. the Mlddl11ex 
Canal Tollhou11 wu guided onto a new 

!The Lowell Sun June 16. 1977 

l)C .... i '1 
:'ft ; 'Y, \~ f 

~ J 

Up In the air 
foundation thle week. The 19th century 
atructure w11 picked up from lta tem-

• r 

porary viewing place In front of town hall, 
moved ,cron the ,1r11t and permanent­
ly 11ttled on the common. 
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-THE TOLL HOUSE MOVES across and down the st,.eet to what Is expeCt¥d to be a permanent 
location on the Common opposite the Central Fire Station . Th<> change in location was made on 
June 14 with the as11lstance of a fork 11/t It has been newly paint<>d and ra now lx?ing landtu:op<'d 
Soon it wll/ be an integral part of the Common scene-a h[storicol relic. but looking forward to 
many more year$ of useJulnes.tl in a variety of capacities. I Photo by Tee Art Photc,graphy) 
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North Road - Middlesex Canal Toll House 12/27/2004 F. Merriam 
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