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Stony Brook Railroad 
GENERAL SUMMARY 

At the annual meeting of the stockholders in this city on the 
6th instant, the following board of directors was chosen viz: 
Tappan Wentworth, Esq., John Wright, Sewall Ge Mack, V!iliiam A. 
Burke of Lowell, Ziba Gay of Nashua, J. w. P. Abbott of Westford 
and Samuel Lawrence of Boston, the last in place of John Clark, 
Esq. deceased. George H. Carleton was re-elected treasurer and 
Charles Hovey, Clerk. The annual report was made and ordered to be 
printed. A semi annual dividend of 3! percent becomes payable next 
month. 

January 281 1852 Lowell 

Petitions were received by Joel Adams and othe~s, and Joseph 
Reed and others, praying for the right of way, (without land 
damages) across the city farm "for a branch railroad extending 
from the Boston and Lowell Railroad, to the Centre Meeting House 
1n Chelmsford and connecting with the branch lately built by 
Daniel Ayer, ~sq." The petitioners intend to build said road by 
voluntary contribution. Referred to Overseers of the Poor. 



Lowell Daily Journal & Courier 

Thursday evening, January 1, 1852 

Stony Brook Railroad 
FALL ARRANGEMENT 

On and after MONDAY October 13, 1851, Passenger Trains will 
run as follows: 

UP TRAINS 
Leave Lowell 7:15, 11:30 A.M. and 4:45 P.M. 

DOWN TRAINS 
Leave Groton Junction 8:lo A.M., 12:30 and 5:45 P.M. 

The 4:50 P.M. Train from Lowell meets the Steamship Train for 
New York the same night. 

All trains connect directly at Groton Junction with trains on 
Worcester and Nashua, Fitchburg, Cheshire, Vermont and Massachusetts, 
Peterborough and Shirley Railroads. 

The 7:15 train connects at Worcester for Spring.f'ield, Albany, 
and New York City, Land Route. 

The 11:30 train connects at Worcester for Providence. 
The 4:45 trains connects at Worcester for New York city via 

Norwich per Steamboat. down trains connect at Lowell with 
Boston and Maine, and Essex Railroads. 

The 12:30 train down connects directly with the train for 
Portland. 

Nashville October 13, 1851 

Charles F. Grove Sup't 
Oct. 31 dtf 



Lowell Courier - Citizen 

April 29, 1908 - Flagman Wessels, at the Lowell street crossing•••••• 

July 241 1908 - Repairs are being made on the concrete walks about the 
Railroad station, Leonard Spaulding is doing the work. 

February 22, 1914 - Philip Donahue, who has been missing for several days 
from his post as flagman at the Centre crossing, is ill at his home in 
Littleton street, with an attack of bronchitis. 

September 11, 1914 - Philip Donahoe, who has lived in the Railroad block 
in Littleton street for a number of years, has removed to the Ellingwood 
house in Acton street. 

~arch 15~ 1916 - Little Josephine Donahoe is ill at the home of her 
father, Philip Donahoe in Acton street with an attack of tonsillitis. 



Lowell Daily Courier July 14, 1903 

BOSTON AND MAINE OBJECTS 

DOESN'T WANT TO ELIMINATE PRINCETON STREET CROSSING 

OPPOSES CHELMSFORD PLANS 

Claims That There Is Not Enough Traffic 

on Road to W arrent $40, 000 Expenditure 

Boston, July 13---Counsel W. M. Coolidge of the Boston and Maine railroad 

brought out very forcibly before the railroad commissioners this morning 

the objection of the company to the proposed. elimination of the Princeton 

Street crossing in the town of Chelmsford. 

Lowell Daily Courier Tuesday, July 7, 1903 
West Chelmsford 

Shortly aft.er dinner Friday, the team belonging to Supt. Blade of the . 

quarry was standing near the depot in charge of the driver, a young fellow, 

when a fast freight came along and frightened. the horse and the driver,. 

losing control, the animal rushed headlong into the fast-moving train and 

was dragged some distance. The driver was thrown from the wagon, which was 

demolished, and sustained. several cuts around the face and neck. The horse, 

which was a valuable Kentuckian, had to be shot. 
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• 
State-run r.ail line inaugurated 

By JOAN MONACO 
Sun Staff 

CONCORD - Lt. Governor 
, ~s O'NeTI offloiated al 
, ribbon CUtllng ceremonles at 
•ll.·the \\'est Concord Dep.ot 

yeslerd~y. formally in­
auguraLlng an "1MovaUve" 
State rail program - made 
possible under the federal 
Conrail reorganJZatton 
program - aimed at bolster­
mg 6Ulle Industries which 

were threatened with a loss 
o.r service 

In nls braoi tracks1de 
rem.ttks, O'Neil said the rail 
service is an Important part 
or the state ·s effort to ret.11n 
Massachuseus industry and 
tusiness to 3id indu.~frial 
development and to save 
Jobs He estimated that 600 
iobs will be saved as lhe 
result of the pro1~t 

tinder the program. the 
~tat.e: '' is acting"' co preserve. 
B~ miles of rail lines 
lhroughOUL lbe stale. These 
!Ines presently serve 40 Jn. 
du.mies and "pote.n(ial!y 
many more In the luture." 

The South Sudbury to 
Chelmsford branch line was 
cited as a special example of 
the lreiJhl lin~ lhe slAll! is 
"try1ng to ff.Ve." Originally, 
the federal plans c~lled for 
the abandonment o( I.he full 
22,$ miles from South Sud, 
bury 10 Lowell O'Neil said 
public and private booster,, 
"gathered important data 
that federal oftklals had mis­
led." 

The local effort was 
termed "critical" tn ccnvinc­
lllAI the Boston and Maine 
Railroad to acquire and 
operate the northern lwo 
miles. serving six sh[ppers tn 
Lowell. 

This group wa.s also 
credited wllh helping to 
IH!v~lop state plans to ccn, 
hnue rail service on Ute reil 
of the line. 

TH£ B&M PROJECT Is 
separate from the G:onraU 
portion , which spans tbe 20 
and ou-half mllei from 
~11th Qnl'll,o"" i-A n1o. ... 1-



-· ·- _, . .. ···-•• , ••• • ,..,. •~vu..o 

South Sudbury lo Chelm­
a!ord. 

G,ivemor Michael Dukakis 
lut April CUed ~ '375 million 
trlMporta llon bond Issue 
that included funds !or stale 
aubsldlutlon or lre,ghl ser· 
vice on a!lecled lines, 

Tllo state rail program wlll 
use funds from both lhe ccm­
prehenslve bond Issue, signed 
in January and federal funds 
made available under l.h.e 
Ran Reorganization Act. 

In essence, the project Is a 

l 
LT, GOV. THOMAS P. O'NEILL 

• •• al opening of , talt-operoltd aervice on Lowell,Sudbury rail lin• 

Joint federal-state effort, IN PRINTED remarks, these line$ "because the 
wUb lhe former picking up O'Neill sa1d the stale will railroad has allowed them t.o 
the lion's share of the cost.s, move to encourage new detehorate to a very grave 
during the llve year pl.an. freight movements along degree." 

Initially, the federal these lines and 10 lower the Conra.11 supersedes $even 
government w!ll pay the en- operaung costs in an e/forl to former independent Uoes -
tire $1 million cost. The make them economically the largest of which was the 
federal share wlll decline to self-susi.inJng. Penn Central. Others were 
90 per cent next year, ao ·per Addflionally, the state the Erii,.Lakawana, Lehigh 
cent th• year a~r. and 70 plans to spend approximately Vall•y, Reading Ann Arbor, 
per ceni in the fourlb and $2 million to rebabllltate Leigh and Hudson, and lhe 
(11th years. Central ot New Jersey. 




