Newfield Pond prior to 1823
Renamed Leach's Pond About 1823
Renamed Crystal Lake After 1832
Renamed Freeman Lake After 1977

|Boston lce Company Ice Conveyor on Crystal Lake

Courtesy of George Merrill
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Boston Ice Co. Plant Courtesy of George Merrill




Boston Ice Co. Barn |Courtesy of George Merrill




All that remains of the Boston Ice Co. Barn is 2005




Boston Ice Company Ice Storage Sheds

Courtesy of George Merrill




Boston Ice Company Ice Storage Sheds Courtesy of George Merrill
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Mill Canal and Boston Ice Co. Barn Courtesy of George Merrill
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Mill Canal looking toward Boston Ice Co. Barn Courtesy of Georae Merrill
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[Courtesy of John A Goodwin |
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CHELMSFOHD ’wratural dmas’cers
ist- happemr-—-and: ‘most " of the time,
he people affected by such disasters just &
ick up. the pieces and put them back
pgether again. But in the case of Crys-—

al Lake, emptied by a break in-its:
anks ‘;prll 4, the rebuilders;- whoever
hey may end up to be, will have to wait
| while —-so the lawyers and the en-~
ineers can decide what happened, why
nid who is responsible.

The Chelmsford selectmen and the
jisiness affected by the flood have be-
mn the long, involved-legal process of
inding those legally responsible for the .
and the lake is located on. -

The Chelmsford Board of Assessors .-
how no owner on their books. Twa bus~
nesses on the empty lake, - Southwell --
|lombing Ca. and Gilet ~“Wool: Scouring
"0. both bought the rights to draw water .
rom the lake from the George C. Moore— &
¥ool Scouring. Co. in 1959. Gilet bought . .
woih the- water rights and the Moore.:
lant;: Snuthwell Just purchased th&

i

1ade do.— Gilet.is now. drawing water —
ir their processing from' Stony. Brook, -

vhich fed the man-made.lake. Southwell
1as put in town-water. For Gilet, how-
rrer, the-disappearance of- the- lake not B2
ni;,' meant a temporary: loss- of. waler, .
yit of power: too. The Iargesteam gen—- :
walor . which gave-power- to: thes plant
¥as shorted out: during- the’ short flood
and Gilet> has: been forced - to bring. in
wwer from., the' outside, adding'a’ sub-- =
stantial cost to their operation. '
" Gilet was back in operation, after
Jlearing away-the mud and debris-and -
t-ying out most of the machines hy April -
0, but it will be another week or two
wfore the plant is at full capaclty agam,
weording to the owner.. . - <kisi i

Town, si'ufe offlcluls weigh resuli's

Siafe Rep. an::e Fraaman, Mass. Gov. Fran«
“cis.Sargent and Chelmsford Selectman How-
ard Humphrey pondar over what direction o
1ake in assessmg resPonsshdﬁ-y for i-he do- &

-*'-,—;,. _rr:.:-

2 e

'k,‘

ple’fed man-made lake on whmh a town beach =
‘ was located. No owners hava been found to.
dai’e and - none has- come 'Torwarcl to. clmm
‘i'he now: shghﬂy-desolaie area i :

.....
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Gilet, like Cal Laughton Florists, is - ° ; E A PR
nvestigating - applying for loans under lehﬂfd%ﬂ be allowed 't draw on a -
he Small Business Administration, The .: pond called-Newfield Pond to supply his :
“rystal Lake area was declared a physi-- - mill with water and shall have the bene-
sl disaster area this week, entitling the - fit of said pond to the high-water mark.™"
sea businesses to . low mterest, long ' The: Newfield Pond,  which. cover‘ed
erm rates:from the SBA. - ol about 100 acres, suffered the same fate -

While' Gilet, Laughton’s- and. other”" . as Crystal Lake, in 1709, when-workmen. ..
nsinesses have lawyers working to find - were digging a channel through the bank
sut who is responsible for the lake prop- 'f of the pond when the pressure of the -
rty, the Chelmsford selectmen.are un--...water suddenly  burst :the -weakened
lergoing an. extensive fitle search. All” . bank. The force of the water rushing out .
amage claims can be filed against thé -~ of the-lake buried a Negro workman in"
wner of the property or the party re-: _a huge mound of sand. Richardson did °
ponsible for the break in the-lake’s - “nothing-at the time to restore the pond,
rank, if any:The town has already: re- irleaving it *‘cavered with a thrifty growth -
‘urned three claims made by lecal resi- < of “wood,”” until ‘an ambitious English—;
lents, claiming they do-not liave title - man, General Sheperd Leach, decided to-
»y the lake — though they do own wne- “ . restore the man-made p{:nd ‘more, ﬁlan ;
romrty on-the side of the lake opposile <100 years later. 33 ’
he break which was a town beach — “About ‘the year 1323 " ﬂ-m. Chelms— :
Zdwards Beach and Varney Playground.- - " f 4 history reads, “William Adams, who .

The question of who owns. the land, - .
mnd who is responsible involves a com- Omz.ad m?%goliri? I‘:Ell.m:] in ﬂ}& Newfield
slicated history of the area, which dates . Section of Chelmsford, including the bed
bk 1o 1707 and ends m a haze about of Newfield Pond, brought the iron de-:
1570 ; - posits in the area to the aitention of Gen-
The town story of Chelmsfnrd reads - eral Sheperd Leach, who was then S g
~ing on an'iron and foundry business in

Aalr Incatig s Sulonakijsn 40t Rl"' Easton where he owned seven furnaces, -
hardson: s had - granted; . the.: liberty: cof as shown in tax lists for that year.”

trecting iron works on Stony Brook with

sonveniency of flowing provided it dam—_
7v none. of the inhabitants,”:In May

* The industrious Gen. Leach who was

" eager to draw on both the water power

of Stony Brook and the nearby iron ore

1709, the town fathers voted that John- ":

: deposits, engaged in restoring the pond,
“which originally was 30 feet abow: the
level of Ston:r Brcrok.

.-The pund was then covered with -
“woods and long grass which was. cut amd
lued to pack the prnducts of the Chehns-—
Aford “Glass . Works,  which * began- at’
“Middlesex Village in the early - 1800's.
v Leach, along with' Adams, conceived of -
the. ldea of filling tbe.ald pond bed by -
- bringing the waters of the Stony Brook -
into the pond through a channel and fill !
‘% the pond fo original capacity.:- -
U5 T 1824, Leach’ built' the eanal from:

oot MTlalmefare  Aarsd 43

Sun pho‘?agrapher Dawe Brow stood.
seneath. the break in C:ys*hl Lake e
‘etaining boundary to. shuw *H'm im-
pact of_the rushing wai‘ﬂr as it mow-
:d down whatever was in its path, -
'”Il:|udmg railroad siding and a road- .
way. Officials have yet o dniermma
fause: ur assess res_punmb hiy‘-' :
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ﬁ[ledand renamed Leach’s Pnnd On the ﬂmd beneﬁf.s approprwte ior a sunilar
pond, which :was later renamed: Crystal s cdisaster in Lee, in the foothills of the
Lake Leach built a blast-furnace near*“*uBerkshires, in- 1968, Between. $7 and $8
*“the - Iumh«m-af the Gilet plant," getting -* 'million are thought to be éleft in 2 state-
’inepuwertavpembehisworks and the - ,adnumsberedfund. B

The “Boston : and - Mame Rallroad,
* whose ~main :Ere;ght,hne between New -

. #The first dron-was roduced from ﬂ‘e 27 York and Maine was:ripped. up and

;.wa‘\ ,, 3 sl

~pumps which supplied -air to ‘the blast e‘-w
fcrnace imm'the water in‘the lske. il

e

-~ furnace in 1825 ‘and Leach’s business" Sovtwisted by the force of the water Tushing

wmhuem‘*ﬁystallaakeﬁmeredunﬁl i %rfrom 'the ‘break in the:lake *bank; had

: —ty ‘including -the dand the lake occupied > 7"

'., nd& ~.-7
a “In ‘1858, ‘George T.' Sheldon, a -ﬁj]edmthﬁufmmtheﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬁﬂdaﬂa“.

" the General’s death in 1832, 'Ihepmper E ~service Testored on the line in"132-days. -

+ BandMenmneersreplaced s0me
171,500 feet of bent and broken track, and

+was then- transferred 4o his bmlher—m—-..

* law, Capt:-Lincoln ‘Dirake “of : Easton.”

- continued “the business until -1849, when
=it went. into the hands of Williams, Bird .|

bmther—m—law d “Bird ‘purchased ‘the -

—plant and - land .and -organized “the !
= .Chelmsford Foundry Co. which, ‘in 1908, -
’-A “when the town history. waswntten was -«'
- ~werts, if ‘blocked, could have caused the

sh]] propering.” %o B Ry
.-Just what happened io fhe omershlp

- nf ihe lake pmperty, as d:sl:mct frum the"

iederal grants to the area can be made.

"~-~p1edg1ng the:: assasﬁanee to ;esiore *Ihe

- site of Leach’s iron wo‘rks -between- 1903

. and {oday, is what the title Tawyers, both ~
from the fown and the businesses-dam-
aged by last week’s flood, must find nuL

“1t is clear that the town is not re-,
spunsmb]e, nor-is the:state —"and until

. some respuns:hﬂlty .— or.at least owner-:

. ship — is established, no town, siaie m";.;;

- At their’ meetmg ﬂns ~week, " the

. culverts ‘were. hlucl.ed

: mpla::ed :madbad washedmway «hy the
- Drake added .another furnace in 1842 and = water 73

g ."‘l"‘ ey
s * ol ‘*{ it f‘?*ﬁ

Sumeof%the mﬂvmsmdemeatilme
macﬁred med by: ’the*B“'and M .were

~and ‘a8 workengme spent two ‘days last
week “clearing out-the .mlverts “There
had been some speculation“that the cul-

hearvy ‘waler pressure in the lake break-
- ing the bank, but it is mot*known if the
re. before the break
Dm.ﬂjed?...ﬁ,i:"’. o e *;.;‘_ :
A Cal Iatfghtan owner of- Laughmn"s
.ﬂonst shop, said it will take between two
an-d ‘three months to restore his business
io" normal, ‘since’ the ‘water ‘flooded may
of ‘the ‘plants ‘in the - greenhouses: Only
- time ‘will tell if the plants will be severe-
1y damaged by -the -excess *water. :

‘.-'--?‘-n“We go‘l caught Tight in° the middie

< :of our. growing -season, and the growing -

Ciw]msford selectmen’ re*5' ved- letters :‘Q.:Q-aschedu]e“,is “all . messed - up,’’-he said. -
‘"Irom Gov. Francis W. Sargent, fhe U.S. *<““Right now we're trying io-salvage our :

- Army. Corps of ‘Engineers -ard :the "SBA

’15?"‘:‘ Freeman plans tﬂ ile Iegxslatmn

@TH

~plants ‘damaged by the ‘water.' The car-

e penters ‘and everyone “are working hard,

£ but only time will tell mw mﬂﬂhdamagg' ;
ih_erre 15-\,??3 :,.‘L :;‘; A“\“ ‘f‘ R i

Rt et A "Lch e by
52 ‘What happens mw «h-rwheﬂter an"‘_

jt-ofﬁclals can’ do’ legally_ even ‘if a ownei‘
18! found ' —'is still upmthe ‘a ndwm

& &7 making Chelmsford residents eligible for’s " remain’ Mhonable Ior‘“moutlﬁﬁ%ﬁxw
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4471970 John A Goodwin



Stony Brook Railroad line looking toward Route 3 overpass



[4/4/1970 John A Goodwin |
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Stony Brook Railroad Bed
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Sur wtall photo by Miks Figeoa

Cheimsford's Crystal Lake began fliling than five years as conlrol gates wera
again yesterday for tha first time in more openad after a rebullding program

rasuited in rapairs to dike which had
broken allowing lake to empty.
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One last lake check
planned by selectmen

CHELMSFORD — One last
inspection of Crystal Lake has
been scheduled before its con-
tracted renovation 18 formally
aecepted, 1o resolve some
questions raised by Selectmen
Chairman Faul Hart during
daily observations at the site.

Hart said he and other of-
ficlals who were checking the

wark as the lake [illed were
not “really satisfied that the
structure 15 as it showld be.”

Some seepage al the outlet
canal, some loose bolls al Lhe
inlet dam and other possible
structural flaws were cited by
Hart. Another Saturday in-
spection of the site has been
scheduled for the selecimen
and engineering consultants,
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Selectmen Say Crystal Lake
Problems Still Linger On

In & report 1o the Board of
Selectmen Monday night. Chanr
man FPaul Hart sjd he was “'nol
really satisfied with the progress
al Crystal Lake

Hart has heen inspecting Lhe lake
daily with Highway Supermn
lenden! [ows Hondeao and [ound
Things not as they should he’
There are prablems of seepage al
the outlel canal runmng (rom the
Lake towards the mills. “There
cowld be problems of a washout
satd Hart  He further explained
that boards which are designed 1o
hold the wialer do not effectively do
si [l wias sugeested thal seepage

could becawsed by Trost or perhaps
hiales made by rodents.

bip el tion. there = a great deal
nl debes coming loose [rom  the
Iwattonry of the fake and Hoating 1o
the edge This 18 coming {rom
ungrybbed greas sad Harl A
cordmg 1o the contract. all of the
lake was nol grubbed Harg
st Eested thal tundimg be sought Lo
pay lor additional grubling

The bolls of the mlel dam are
siined Hart, addsig that

ST

the engineering Lirm (Fay,
Spoliord and Thorndiker and
Pledat ten Constraction o have
b neolifed 1o ook into 1 hose

fral lers
apreed o omest with
representatives ol e enginesring
and constrig ton Hirmes ot the lake
v salurday mornmge abaoul 1o om
selectman Currier sid he's
vecened intormation that palluting
gt el was conung mto the lake
from Stony Hrook This will be
iveshiated  Selectmat 'i';in"ul}‘
Inguired as o whether or tal the
Depariment of Satural Resources
Lad been requested 1o stock the
Lk woath Dishoow that f wasagpin
Filfeed T wos told that Hhis would
b ko o0 v e alter the lake wos
farst Falled

11 wiks
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TAKING ANOTHER LOOK at Crystal Lake and some of its probiems
on Saturday, March 26, were (L-R: Sel. William Murphy, Roberl
Loney. supervisor of the dam project for Fay, Spofford & Thorndike of
Boston: Sels. Paul Hart and Philip Currier; Rebert Gagnon of the

Crystal Lake Committee and Sel. Thomas Palmer. { Photo by TecArt
Pholagraphy |



Crystal lake may not be opened

CHELMSFORD — Crystal
Lake may be posted with a
“No swimming — Polluted”
sign this summer as the legal
entanglements surrounding

its reconstruction and final
completion continue.

There are many problems,
not the least of which is that
the dam leaks, In addition,

Lowell

Thurs {3 v, June

pollution is still apparently
entering the lake. A natural
form of debris {rom the lake
bed also must be cleared
away before the okay [or

L,
SN

swimming is given,

The selectmen had planned
to extend the original con-
tract for lake reconstruction
work to allow for repair of the

i AE7 7

leaks and clearing of the
natural debris. DeMatteo
Construction Co., the contrac-
tor, reportedly is willing to do

. the work.

4

However, the town officials
want a provision in the exten-
sion that the extended agree
ment will nol prevent Lhe
town from continuing legal
action to collect damages
against the contractor for not

the deadline for con-
struction. '

THE TOWN is claiming
pearly $7,200 In damages un-
der & “liquidated damages
clauge" in the contract The
extended deadline for comple-
tion was Nov. 1, 1476. The
work was not completed uatil
Dec. 8

Fiscal problems [(orced
abandonment of any plan to
provide a beach or formal
swimming program al thé
lake this year. .

Now, even the limited
policy approved at town
meeting, to provide lifeguard
protéction, may be jeopar-
dized. If the lake remains un-
swimmable, signs will be
posted to keep off swimmers.
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'Newfield P Bruce Freeman Lake, now unused canal oulet 8/7/2004 F Merriam
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[Newfield Pond' ;7Bruce Freeman Lake. VFW Hall on far right | [8/7/2004 F Merriam |
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