
FORM .B -.BUII..pING S.URVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
- Office of_ the Secretary, State House, Boston--

1. Is this building historically significant to: 
@w:§:) Commonwealth Nation 

Building has historical connection with the 
following themes: (see also reverse side) 

Scholar Commerce/industry 
Agriculture Science/ invention 
Art Sculpture Travel/ communication 
Education Military Affairs 
Government Religion/philosophy 
Literature Indians 
Music Other ______ _ 

Development of town/ city 
Architectural reason for inventorying: 

(4) ~, 
·-2.-·Town · .· cJdn tb1J 

--Stree1address~~;t;:a·!}qtl;jf 
Name li():J, - 1 ~~ I 

Use: original & present ~ 
Present owner dot$ ; = = = ~ 
Open to public _ __..../2.,_.,~ ....... t[ _________ _ 

Date /f?'l)t2 ----------

Architect 

--- ---- ---- - - - - - ---------- OR part of /n·e~. # 

3. -CO~~iT~o-N- ~x~;ll~;t ~ ~~i; ~t~r~o~:~d - ~;v~d-~l~e~;4) ~d~;d ~~ilia~2;l;ii- -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

4. DESCRIPTION 

FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High@gui"0Low Material ~#1,&.'au.4...:.Var.s·""",t .... .r ..... M""""'"'-/,._../o""" . .,..l'.l"-V ______ _ 

WALL COVER: ~ oo_g.lc~a,,,L~ .. ,tk~stone Other ___________ _ 
A,A/){, t.tt'lf if Clt-6.. . 

ROOF: @dgVGambrel Ffat Hip Mansard ______________________ _ 
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade Grillwork 

CHIMNEYS: (D 2 3 4 Center (E~g) Interior Irregular 
./UWI,; 

Cluster Elaborate 

STORIES: (D 2 3 4 ATTACHMENTS: Wings Ell Shed ______________ _ 

PORCHES: 1 2 3 4 ------------ PORTICO _________ _..B ..... a .... Jc ..... a ..... u..,y 



RELATION OF SURROUNDING TO STUUCTURE 

1. Outbuildings n;,ddbai!JJIYO//;;J/uaat ,41, e11-,µ /:dLLid 7b ~-cl · 
2. Landscape Fe. ature.s: Agr~. ~§eru. ~ Wo. ~ied Garden: Formal/Informal 

[:~~:~~,,~~~t;~~r_~=eJ ___ · _-"~_;E.._21:_~ __ -_'_llfu_._·-·_r., __ !1-=~--1 ________ . ________ _ 

3. Neighboring Structures 
Style: Colonial Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 

Use: (Residential Commercial Religio_§) Conditions: (Excellent Goo4) Fair Deteriorated 

---------------------- --- ---
GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on 

theme circled on front of form) 

RESTRICTIONS _____________________________ _ 

Original Owner: ,iHJtYJ ,J tdt/.aza/-;d 
Deed Information: Book N'Tmber~Page_~_, _________ Registry of Deeds 



Condition: altered. 

1802 Brick School House 

Forefathers• Cemetery at Westford st. 

The front facade ha.s been greatly changed. When the building was 
used to store the Town horse-drawn hearse, the present large plain 
doorway was put in. The Connnission hopes to restore the front to 
what it probably was originallyo A window ~n each side of the 
doorway is now bricked in, but a sketch in Waters• H!story shows a 
small door with a window. on each sideo 

Historic importance of site: 

The original schoolhouse grant was dated November 28, 17180 
"I William Fletcher do give the 3 rods and~ at one laid out at 
the north corner of the buring place on which the school hous 
stands to them that built it: to them there heirs and assigns 
forever: and to that life forever." 

According to Waters• Hl1lstorz, in 1802 "a new brick schoolhouse 
took the place of the original structure at District #1, at the 
cost of $500. This building is now (1917) used by the Town for a 
hearse-house in Forefathers• Cemetery. The district · schools had 
some famous teachers, among whom was Willard Parker, afterwards 
the eminent physician of New Yorko He taught in the old brick 
schoolhouse in the winters of 18211 

122, and '23o o•o•••oHe was 
one of the founders of the Academy of Medicine and aD one time 
its president." 

In later years the school was used for st!orage of various types, 
including the Town hearse, Historical Society artifacts, and 
presently the Park Department's equipment. The Chelmsford Historical 
Commission has asked that the school house be transferred to the 
Connnissiou from the Park Department for use as an office and 
information booth during the Bi-Centennial oelebrationo 

The brick used in this building was made locally, in East Chelmsford 
on what is now known as Brick Kiln Road. 

From notebook of Miss Frances Andrews 
Page 170: 

William Fletcher gave 3 rods and a half of land for this first school 
house, which was completed on Nov. 281 1718. This first building was 
burned and was replaced i~ 1802 by a brick building with wooden 
gables and a porch at the doorway. 

In 1851 the old school house was abandoned and a new one erected 
on North Road almost opposite Academy Street on land adjoining that 
of James Emer$on. The new one was dedicated Nov. 12, 1851. Was 
enlarged later. In 1934 it was conde:mmd and torn down. 

After 1851 the abandoned old brick school house was used by Miss 
Anna E. Hunt for her Bible classes. Later years (1900s) it has been 
used to keep the tools for taking care of the cemetery. 



District #l Schoolhouses 
Westford st. at Forefathers' Cemetery 

Compiled by J. Drury 
2/5--;?3 

1831 map: labeled school. 

1875 Beers Atlas: building without label at Forefathers' Cemetery. 
The school #1 is shown at 7 North Rd. (site of the firehouse in 1973). 

Town Records of Chelmsford 1650 - 17501 pg. 237 
Schoolhouse grant - Nov. 281 11m. "I William Fletcher do give the 3 
rods and i at one laid out at the north corner of the buring ~•e1!lllla 
place on which the school hous stands to them that built it: to them 
there heirs and assigns forever: and to that life for ever." 

Waters, pg. 556: 
"We have now come to an important event, the building odt the first 
schoolhouse. In 1718, the Town granted three rods and a half of land 
for that purpose, at 11 the most easterly corner of the buring fHace. 11 

(Where the brick school was later built. The land was laid out to 
William Fletcher by the Town and by him given to the builders). The 
cost, about one hundred dollars, was made by subscription. The names 
of those citizens who contributed to this worthy project have been 
preserved in the record which reads as follows: 

The names of those that built and finished the Schoole house And 
V\lhat Each man gave thereto 
mr Stoddard 2: O: 0 
Moses Barron 1: 0: 0 
Josiah Fletcher 1: O: 0 
Deacon Waring 1: O: O 
Eben Foster 1: O• 0 
Edward Spaulding 1: 10 0 
William. Fleucher 1: 10 0 
John Bates 1: 0 0 
Stephen Pierce 1: 0 0 
Moses Parker 1: 10 0 
John Daues 0: 10 0 

Waters, pg. 555: 

Nathall Butterfie~d 
Sam.11 Barron 
Benone Perham 
Eben Parker 
John Burge 
Benj Parker 
Richard Stratton 
Joseph Foster 
Benjamin Adams 
Edward Foster 

1: 
1: 
1: 
1: 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 

O: 0 
0: 0 
O:O 
O: 0 

10: 0 
10: 0 

0: 0 
15: 0 

O: 0 
15: 0 

"Mr. Nathaniel Prentice, of Cambridge, was the schoolmaster for the 
years 1718, 1719, and 1720. He graduated from Harvard College in 17140 
He was afterwards the second minister of the church of Dunstable, where 
he labored until his death in 1737. The following is the language of the 
contract between Mr. Prentice and the Town: 

Chelmsford September 22d 1719 
The select men have agreed with mr Nathaniel Prentice of 

Cambridge to keep scoole in Chelmsford from the firs of october 
next ensuing the Date untill the firs Day of Aprill 1720 the above 
sd Nathaniel Prentice does oblige himself to keep scoole six hours 
every Day in sd term except it be Saturday Dayes which he is 
alowed for him self For which sd prentice is to have eigteen pounds. 

The name of Mr. Prentice is signed to this contract in a bold and 
graceful hand. There is no suggestion of Christmas Holidays in this 
agreement. The schoolff as we have seen, rotated between the four 
quarters of the Town. 



(2) 

Waters, pg. 556: 
"Mr. Prentice was succeeded by Joseph Whipple, who taught from 1721 to 
1724. A difference of opinion existed as to the merits of Mr. Whipple's 
teaching. It was settled by a Town meeting.Jin 1724, which 

'Voted that the Petition of Moses Parker and nine others freeholders 
who Petitioned that the Schoole master be Dismissed and a committee 
chose to Provide another in his Room be dismissed'• 

Mr. Thomas Frink, of Sudbury, followed Whipple. He taught till 172'7, 
when the Town paid John Spaulding 'to wait upon Mr. Frink home.' 

Josiah Richardson and Isaac Richardson taught one year each. Joseph 
Lovett, two years, Jonathan Mills, one, and Samson Stoddard, five, 
ending in 1734. The latter was a son of Rev. Samson Stoddard, and 
graduated from Har/vard College, in 1'730. He became one of the leading 
men of the Town, was a colonel in the militia, and held many offices of 
trust. The Town of Stoddard, N.H. was named in his honor. 

~fter Mr. Stoddard, no teacher remained longer than two years, until 
1750, when Oliver Fletcher took charge of the schools and remained six 
years. He was a graduate of Harvard College of the class of 1'735. He was 
a man of great worth of character. (Bridge refers to his death, which 
occurred in 1'7'71, as a 'great loss.•) Allen says of him: 'His piety and 
integrity gave him great ascendancy over his fellow-townsmen, and 
secured their esteem and confidence.• " 

Waters, pg. 562: 
"In 1801 a new schoolhouse was built 1n the 'Mill Row' District (Ko.4), 
costing $310, and the following year a new brick schoolhouse took the 
p,S.ce of the original structure at District No. 1, at a cost of $500. 
This building is now used by the Town for a hearse-house in Forefathers' 
Cemetery. 

The district schools had some famous teachers, among whom was 
Willard Parker, afterwards the eminent physician of New York. He ta1'.ght 
in the old brick schoolhouse in the winters of 18211 '22 and '23. Dr. 
Parker was a descendant of one of the five brothers who came from 
Woburn and settled in Chelmsford in 1653. He graduated from Harvard 
College in 1826, studied medicine under the direction of Dr. John c. 
Warren, Professor of Surgery in Harvard University, and took his degree 
of M.D. in 1830. He was at once appointed Professor of Anatomy at the 
Medical School at Woodstock, Vt., and the same year, the same position 
at the Berkshire Medical Institution. His appointment to the chair of 
surgery at the same college soon followed. In 1836 he filled the chair 
of surgery at the Cinncinnatl Medical College. He soon after visited 
Europe and spent considerable time in the hospitals of London and Paris. 
Upo~ his return he was appointed to the chair of surgery in the College 
of Physicians in New York City, a position which he held for thirty 
years. He was one of the founders of the Academy of Medicllne and at one 
time its president." 

Two more paragraphs on Dr. Parker follow. 
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Waters, pg. 456: 

"On a cold winter night the boys stuffed the schoolhouse chimney with 
hay, and poured water down upon it, which froze solid, so that it was 
impossible to have a fire the next morning. 

The first thing a new schoolmaster had to do was show himself master 
of the biggest boys, which, sometimes, required a knock-down blow, 
resulting in universal respect for the schoolmaster. In such a tussle, 
one poor man had his long hair rubbed full of burrs." 

Allen, pg. 35: 

"We now come to a very important transaction, the building of the first 
Schoolhouse. Hitherto their schools had been kept in their dwelling 
houses. In 1718, Oct. 27, Wm. Fletcher gave and secured to the 
subscribers three rods and a half of land, abutted and bounded as follows 
Eastwardly at the most eastwardly corner of the burying ground, upon a 
stake and heap of stones; southwardly upon the burying place; west to 
a stake and heap of stones; on the northerly corner to a stake and 
heap of stones; and then to the bounds first mentioned. Signed: 
Ephraim Hildreth John Wright, Jona. Bowers• Connnittee. 

Nov. 28, 171~ - These presents declare that I, Wm. Fletcher, above 
said, do give the three rods and a half, above laid out at the 
northerly corner of the burying place, on which the school house stands, 
to them that built it; to them their heirs and assigns forever, and to 
that use forever. 

This land was laid out on the right of Rev. Moses Fiske of 
Braintree, son of Rev. Jo8Jl Fiske of Chelmsford, and heir to his 
estate after the death of his brother John, who died childless." 

Newsweekly 1955): 

"In 1802, the familiar red brick school house still standing in 
Forefathers' Cemetery replaced the older one on that site. In 18011 
another new brick building had been erected for school purposes on Mill 
RdJ it is now the home of J. Clark Osterhou*, a 6hel.msford resident 
for 65 years. The brick for these buildings were made locally -- in 
East Chelm.ford on what is now called Brick Kiln Roado" 

Lowell Weekly Journal 

Aug. 13, 1886 - Satisfactory progress is being made upon - the addition to 
the Centre school building. !he plasterers began theit'work Tuesday morning, 
but it is hardly probable that the rooms will be ready for occupancy by 
the first of September. rhe addi:ti.on of a bell tower is a great rhmprovement, . 
and here will be hung the old academy bell, so long silent, which will 
summon the children to school, as, more than a half century ago, it rang 
out a like message to their grandfathers and grandmothers when ralph Waldo 
Emerson occupied the master's chair. 



L0 well Courier - Cttizen 

May 281 1908 - The above illustration shows Chelmsford's "Little Red 
School House" as it appears today (same as in 1974). It is constructed 
of brick with wooden gables and was built in 18020 For many years a 
porch sheltered the doorway that was changed and enlarged when its 
use as a school building was ended. School was probably held here for 
the last time early in 18511 for on Octo 30 of that year a grand "tea 
party" was held in the "new school house," which is really the original 
part of the present school building, and the exercises of dedication 
occurred on Nov. 12, 1851. The abandoned school house was then made 
use of by the town as the hearse house as is known and used as such 
todayo 

An evening school in pemnanship was at one time taught in the 
building during the winter by Dr. Samuel L. Dutton, now living on 
Westford Streeto Ont he left is the old part of Forefathers' Cemetery 
in which are the graves of Revolutionary soldiers, early ministers of 
Chelmsford and some of the oldest remaining headstones. Among those 
living today who received their early education within the four brick 
walls of the school house are Miss Asenath Chamberlain, Mrs. Eliza 
J 0 Emerson, Mrs. Mary Ao Day, Mrs. Julia Eo Warren, :Mrs. Martha Jo 
Parkhurst, Mrs. C.H. Parkhurst, Mrs. Ennna J. Hutchins, Mrs. Estelle 
s. Perham, Mrs. Ma,rtha E. Dad.man, Mrs. Martha Lo Emerson, Miss M.E. 
Richards, Miss Harriet Battles, s.w. Parkhurst, R.H. ·Emerson, J.P. 
Efilerson, Jo Adams Bartlett, E.R. Marshall Charles w. Byam, all of 
Chelmsford; J. Richardson Fletcher, Loweli; Girard P. Badman, Lowell; 
Milo J. Proctor, Boston; Joseph M. Fletcher, Biston; Rev. Geo. Fo . 
Satanton, Boston; Luke Bowers, Hannover, Mass.; Chas. Pierce, Spring­
field, Ohio; Bohn Pierce, Maine; Albert Kemp, Carlisle; Mrs. Mary Fo 
ThDmtlng, W.rs. Mary J. Bailey, and Mrs. Jane Short of Lowell; Mrso 
Ellen L. Comins, Glen Ridge, N.J.; Mrs. Juila Mo Hutchins, Westford; 
Mrs~ Maria Green, Somerville; Mrs. Marietta Fo Spalding, Passadena, 
Cal.; Miss Mary Bowers, Hanover, Mass.; Miss Maria L. Reed, Boston; 
Mrs. Carrie R. Howard, Malden; Miss Evelina M. Webster, Wakefield; 
Miss Emily c. Webster, Boston; Mrs. Sarah J. Drew, Westford; Mrs. s.E. 
Buckman, Greenwood, Mass.; Miss Faustina Spaulding, Portland, Oregono 



Chel.ms~ord Newsweekly 
November 21, 1974 



Town Given 
$3000 Grant For 
1802 Schoolhouse 

(:cw<•rruir M1ci1af•I Duk k 1s. with 
:omnH111ttl<!-!:> an I [)cv lopmrn 
~ •c r e 1 1ry \\'I 11 1, 11\ Flyr111, i111d 
Biecnterm1 al _'omrnissJOn Director 
r:dwa rd MtCvlgan announced (.ha 
1 ·t lmsr,...d hu;, b •n u wuTdcd a 
~rant III IIV' amou11t or SJ. lO fc its 
B tl'C'HI •1rn111 I I rrnect for h 
n'lll 1:c-;11 ion of I h1• rnn2 . 'chc >lhou: 

·r1ie unnounc~.mcnt was made 
I tu·ou, h I h, 11 ffice of Represen-
1at1,·e llruce N. i-·re •rniJ11 t lO 
\ 'helmsfurd 

Ch ~lm!-f~·rl was among sixly­
nin~ 1 om munl 1es awarde d 
mmchmg ~ranki ota l1ng ·iOO.O.~. 
1 n lhe set·o11d rul111d of the f\ic n-
1 n111 11 (' 1Jmmun1ty ;ranl 
l'r g r ·1 m There was a 1 ml o 
11is1('1 . non d, I ~r n l projects: 
fund -rl 1n thi s curren t round 
!,!r1J111s Tller wil l I) 1t1r mnn~ 
n1UJ1th, 11[ g i, II'- ill the Rk n­
tenn1al run Progrnm . 
H('pr ~:-f'n la 11 v,~ Pr •m n 11rg~ 
, • ., 11 ('OJI t.:IL' L the .'.\I, achust!lts 
U1 c· nrcmual < 'omm,~smn , morci 
11 lnrm n t,1 ,11 lt.J Tremont Sr~t 
I 1 ·1, ..,, M:1 U'.!!Ol! · TC!I 7Ti-5f~1fi 

H •pr 'Sl'lll, livt Fr einon I.' • 
1 n,,: hi:- l'< 11gra ula l1nn. to t he>se 
, • . n:; l' t - pon.- 1ble fo the wm­
Hlllg L',r::tnl 3 ! pltCTtlHl!l. It imiCIJ'd 
.1 1,11 mg t11h11l • 11 u11r le ·n l Olll­
rm'IT\ara l iun oJ two hundred YCLl.rS 
:t. 0 I 1100 

I . LMSFORD ~ W WE 4Kl,Y, "MW 

(:tt ,LM ' • 

Restoration Of 
Brick Schoolhouse 

\', MI\R H 2,0, 197~ 

, iA.Jt I 20, 197~ 

t.he 
llrk 



!The Lowell Sun Feb 5, 1976 I 

This 1802 schoolhouse, located just off . 
the Chelmsford Common, served 49 
years as a place of learning. It was later 
used as a storage shed for such practical 

Renovations 

Little Red School House 
New England paraphernalia as cemetery 
lawn mowers and the town hearse. The 
schoolhouse's restoration should be com-

. pleted by J~ly 4 of this year, and will not 

be unlike the buildings found at 
Sturbridge Village, a museum of New 
England life. 

Chelmsford gettin . · a :''new11 school 
for a mere $10,000 and a little worl< 

By TOM BORDEN 
Sun Staff 

CHELMSFORD - Chelmsford will have a 
"new" school this year for the mere cost of 
$10,000 - and if that figure sounds like it was 
pulled out of the past, well, that does have 
something to do with it. 

The "new" school won't really be new, in 
fact it's 174 years old, which makes it the 
oldest, original, school building in Chelm­
sford. Situated just off Westford Street near 
the Forefathers' Cemetery, the little (27 feet 
by 30 feet) red brick schoolhouse with white 
trim has been the object of restoration efforts 
of the Chelmsford Historical Commission. 

Between a Massachusetts Bicentennial 

Commission matching grant of $3,000 and a 
town commitment of $2,900 for the building's 
one-room interior, 1802 School Restoration 
Committee chairman Richard 0. Lahue Sr., 
predicts adequate funding to permit a July 4 
premier of the current restorations. 

Although most of the restoration steps have 
been contracted out, the committee's members 
have all put some of their spare time into work­
ing the old building into shape LaHue, an in­
dustrial arts instructor or the Haverhill school 
system, devoted most of last summer to repair­
ing odds and ends. Don Skelton, an Eagle Scout, 
broke up most of the cement floor inside the. 
schoolhouse. Eventually, a wooden plank floor 
will be laid. 

LAHUE AND HIS colleagues have made an 
extensive effort to render an accurate 
representation of the schoolhouse as it stood 
in 1802. To re-brick certain areas of the out­
side walls required a special brick size, as the 
original school bricks, which were made in 
East Chelmsford in the area of Brickkiln Rd., 
are smaller than today's standard brick size. 
A contractor was able to recover several 
hundred proper-sized bricks from the Scully 
Square area in Boston, where old buildings art!! 
being demolished. 

Of course, the 1802 school house, which 
replaced an earlier school constructed in 1718, 
cost only $500, but the historic commission's 
$10,000 restoration efforts will offer con­
siderably more modern features, such as a 
gas-fed warm air blower and an electrical 
lighting system. 
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THAT'S WHERE THE modernization ends, 
however, as the commission has kept the 
sturdy 10-inch by 10-inch beams that span the 
ceiling and intends to install wainscotting 
along the lower half of the interior walls. The 
commission hopes to arrange for a group of 
Nashoba Tech drafting students to visit 
Sturbridge Village, where they might render 
drawings of old school benches. From the 
drawings, Nashoba students might 
reconstruct a set of desks for the 1802 
schoolhouse. 

Perhaps the best part of the historic com­
mission's restoration plansis that the building 
would be used once it's finally restored. 

"The social studies department at the high 
school is considering.teaching a daily class in 
the schoolhouse from time to time. The kids 
could spend one day learning in this school, 
and at the same time, get a taste of what it 
must have been like for school children then," 
explained Lahue. 

E\:'enblaliy . e 5clioolho e mi ht 
th Id wrlc i!.(!1ri'U!D lo i ] 

That'1 calli!d f mUn a home in histo 



The Chelmsford Bicentennial Commission 

of 
Chelmsford's Oldest Remaining Schoolhouse 

Built in 1802 
A Restoration - Preservation Project 

of the Town 
in the Nation's Bicentennial Years 

1975 - 1976 
Forefather's Cemetery Chelmsford Center 

Sunday,july 4, 1976 at 2:00 p.m. 
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LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE WILL LIVE AGAIN 
... as Chelmaford socond-grader ttend cluse there for the fir! lime In 26 yeRrs 

s hoo/hou 
By CA ROL KOPP 

WI S,afJ 
HELMSFORC>-Th nine-year old sludents 

will fil in to lhelr one-room schoolhouse, line 
up on e ere wooden benchC's. and re<: te lhe r 
lessons dutifully - and correctly , or !.he 
scbooln11stress wlll be ready with lh 
duocecap 

t , N!k. ~nd graders from lhe Cwter 
School wm learn about early , w En I.and 
fam Ii in the school their Ol"'n ancestors al· 
tended - the newly renovated ·choolb se ln 
'Jielms{ord ;enter 

Clas.s reenactment of earlier periods of 
hi Lory are , regular p rt of the ·oclaJ tud.les 
program throughou t the town ' elementary 
schools, according lo Oep.artm ol Coordina tor 
. rle L, Mltsako ·. " Field experience" da~ 

bring th stud al~ to historic landm rk In lhe 
town. including lhe Garrison House nnd the 
Barrc lt· Byom Homestead 

1'h tnp t lhe scboolbou.se ls :<peeled 
lend oole of aulhenllc1ty to ilie students les.-
5.0ClS n th llf tyl of earl r era.s. Amon 

cu.'ltom to be oMencd ii an old-riu h!oncd 

II 
bow to the teacher as she enters the das· 
sr()()m : in t.h1s as1: , elementary teachers 
P ul:i Le v l • nuth Ann 1u rt , J n 

ashbum und Ja~l Kalter. 
l-;nough " primers'' and wrlllng sl tes ba\' 

been coll ted t 1~ e ch hild the pro r 
ducauon.;; I LOOL . l.eavctt Id Teacbm 

metliods will revert bti · to the :.pellmg oo . 
But Ul • 1m of th program I totally 

mod m th teach r<: h pe tu sh · lh lr pupils 
bow the men an family ha ' retarned its 
ullural ntinu • hil g ing brough 

ch.in s in famlly roles ," Dr M1 kos • Id 
Another p0tm already well m de in trlps t.o 

oth •r elm!;ford hull.one sltes ls " th noLion 
of community in\•olvemenl '' In th edu auon of 
its chjldren: · Mitsakos said. Llke the Garrl<lon 
House and the Barrett,Byam 1ulWUm. the old 
schoolhou r. is pr im, r1ly , volunteer com 
munlt effort. 

1'h children will be the hrst t.o altend school 
in th bullri1ng inc o1bout 18SO, according to 
Audre_ Carr.igher chairman f th wn 
Htstoric omml I n and Ill<! committee lhnt 
ul r r on ol th oolhous 

I 



School lor th ae Ch lmaford s ond­
grad t1 wasn't much differ nt y erd y 
1xc.pt or th loc;t that lhtty w•re follow­
Ing In the foor.tep3 r ltio .«3eond.grad r, 
of mor th n a century ago. The newly­
renovated old brick 1choolhou11, 

situated ne r tno Uni rl n Church In 
Chelmsford Cenhlf hH beco • on of 

e town' moat rece try.rev! ed hl1torfe 
bulldlnge and wlll u ed to t a.ch ltu· 
dent, wh t clan w I lfke for their 
fore r1 

The Lowell Sun 
Nov 17, 1976 

Chelm sford 
Newsweekly 
Dec 9, 1976 

"'f u..:., TS lrom Ii .. .Inn Wa:;hb11rn 'i. :C'Cond gr de clas. at the 
1 'cnll'r: ·hnol lC'Arn •don, ov If• what l'~llc,uion wos like for U1lonial 
ch,ldr •1 in ' hl lmsford The cli1 ldnm · r · I •;H·ninj!. ;;houl 'olt>ni.ll 
r,m\ m thl• ,wwh n·mw 1tcd 11'111'..! Sd,oul IIOl c acn ·s from the 
'h lmstnrd C'11mm~,11 1 l'hot b)- 'l'ec ,\rt • 





!Chelm sford Newsweekl y Apr 14. 1977 ! 

chool Hou e 
ed To To n 

· 11 •Im. ford . v.,a erected In 1802 n 
th :ite of the first 01elmsford 
st"hoolhouse r 17lij) nnd servtld 
pup I or the Cent r Area unUI 18Sl 
v.,t, n ll wns r plac d by the 
··veil w ·cho(l1bous · •• wh ch w s 
lo led whcr lh CentraJ Pire 
·rnt1on slBnds today In th 1860' 
lheold schnol asu. cdtohous th 
1'11wn II ar. and c-am known 

" The II• r House" 
w. nfLrr serving th town a a 

• lor~ hnu.',e for ov r hundred 
yl'Or •. the building h • b en 
r 1urncd to 1ts riginal s rvlc . In 
th full o l' 76 cvcraJ roups ( 
:,;lud nLS from th •nt r Schoot 
h •ltl lni.s n th restored 
·choolhoU!jC as lh y r llv~ lhe 
e :P •rten nf • chool chlldr n o( 
t ;\t te 1rs ago . Tht! h ol 

parunenl pltHl6 10 hold 1m I r 
c In the fu Ufi ror tuden 

of r m the.other 11,cho<) in the town . 
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